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During the many years Robin Black has been 
playing his flamboyant brand of eyeliner rock, he 
hasn’t let his comparatively low profile on the 
Canadian music scene keep him from 
proclaiming himself and his band the future of 
CanRock. Now, with /nstant Classic in stores and 
a resurgence of interest in his brand of cock-rock, 
could it be that Black was right all along? « 26 


Have green, will 
travel: the money- 
tracking craze ¢ 5 


Red Lights: 
everything is 
illuminated ¢ 36 


Doug Jamha lets 
his figures do the 
walking through the 
yellow pages * 42 


Operation Jumbo drop 


In the February 24 issue of Vue Weekly, 
my preferred source of news and infor- 
mation in Edmonton, | saw a small 
item about the Jumbo Glacier Resort in 
Hart Golbeck’s Fall Lines column. | am 
a third year Environmental Engineering 
student at the University of Alberta and 
am currently working on a project in 
regards to this particular resort. Thus 
far, my research and contact with resi- 
dents from the Invermere area has 
proven that this resort is an economi- 
cal, social and environmental debacle, 
regardless of the fact that it has, 
indeed, obtained its certification from 
the Environmental Assessment Office in 
British Columbia. 

From what | understand, this resort is 
still a few years away from potential 
development, and that public opposition 


as. 


Departures are in September 2005 
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© Municipal Governance 


BOLIVIA 


Orher areas 


Canadian Crossroads International is recruiting for four 
to six-month placements with HIV/AIDS organizations in 
Suriname, community economic development organiza- 
tions in Bolivia, and community development organiza- 


tions in Guatemala. 


Please visit the website for application deadlines. 
(Deadlines are in March or April, depending on the position) 


CCl covers basic placement related costs. 
To view job profiles and apply, please visit: 


www.cciorg.ca/west or contact west@cciorg.ca 


vueweekiy 


will (hopefully) shut down the project at 
the regional level. When | saw that Vue 
had portrayed this resort in a positive 
light, | was disgusted. My correspon- 
dence with a Public Interest Group from 
the area, Jumbo Creek Conservation 
Society, has informed me that Edmonton 
residents, as frequent visitors of the area, 
can have an impact on the decision of 
the fate of this resort. | hope that a future 
issue of Vue will discuss Jumbo Glacier 
Resort in a more well-rounded way so 
that citizens of Edmonton may render 
their own conclusions about the resort— 
not just that it is an answer to our lack of 
year-round skiing in Canada. 

| know that the Snow Zone section 
may not be representative of the views 
of the entire paper, but | would love to 
see, perhaps when the resort land is 
tenured by Land and Water British 
Columbia Inc. (this company in itself is 


an interesting story), a feature that a/ow 

Edmontonions to impact the last stage 
of approval of this resort. Even sooner 
would be better. Thank you for allowing 
me to express my opinions, and for your 
time and consideration of this issue. | 
look forward to future treatment of the 
Jumbo Glacier Resort in one of Edmon 
ton’s most valuable resources for news 
and information, Vue Weekly. Thank you 
again. —LisA Brown, EDMONTON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response 
both positive and negative. Send you 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 117), by 

fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference i 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly, we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
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IT WAS ALL WE COULD SALVAGE... 


news 
roundup 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


GENDER PARITY! 


It’s no secret that women pay more for 
certain services than men do—dry 
cleaning costs more if you're a girl, get- 
ting your pants hemmed is more 
expensive, and haircuts? For men, the 
average cost is somewhere between 
$12 and $20; for women, a housecat’s 
weight in rubies will barely get you 
through the front door. But these days 
of gender-based pricing may soon 
come to an end, at least in Ontario, if a 
private member's bill is passed into law. 
According to reports from the 
Canadian Press, Liberal MPP Lorenzo 
Berardinetti introduced legislation earli- 
er this week that would make it illegal 
for businesses in the province to set 
prices based on the gender of the per- 
son their products and services are be 
provided to. The proposed bill calls for 
fines of up to $5,000 on any business 
that engages in such practices. “It's a 
form of discrimination and it’s a form 
that should have been removed a long 
time ago,” Berardinetti said in an inter- 
view with the Toronto Star on Monday. 
“It’s odd to think that in 2005, discrim- 
ination of this type still exists in 
Ontario and Canada, where more than 
half the population is discriminated 
against in several different areas.” 
According to the Star, the newly- 
married Berardinetti first became aware 
of such pricing when he went clothes 
shopping with his wife and discovered 
that the men’s version of the same suit 


made by the same designer cost 


almost one-third less than the 
women’s. Berardinetti’s bill bears a 
resemblance to a gender-based pricing 
law that has been in place in California 
since 1996, affecting dry cleaners, tai- 
lors and hairdressers. A study done two 
years after the California law took 
effect, however, found that the law 
was largely unenforced due to lack of 
consumer awareness of its existence. 

The bill is scheduled for debate on 
April 14. Now if only they could pro- 
pose some kind of bill that would get 
rid of gender parity in the field of nag- 
ging, hey, fellas? Hey? Yeah, you know 
what I’m talking about! WHOO! 


SEALS ARE PRETTY! 


With just weeks until hunters start flock- 
ing to the ice floes to start the spring 
seal hunt, protesters across Canada 
took to the streets in cities across the 
country to protest the government- 
sanctioned clubbing of nature’s cutest 
little source of meat and fur. 

According to reports from the 
Canadian Press, while demonstrations 
took place in Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary 
and Vancouver on Tuesday as part of 
an International Day of Action Against 
the Canadian Seal Hunt organized by 
Greenpeace and the American Human 
Society, a group of roughly 30 people 
marched out side the Halifax office of 
federal Fisheries Minister Geoff Regan. 
An attempt was made to deliver letters 
and a petition to the minister's office, 
but the doors were locked. 

According to Greenpeace’s calcula- 
tions, fishermen on the east coast will 
kill 300,000 harp seals between late 
March and the middle of May this year, 
which, obviously, is a lot—although not 
as much as the Canadian government 
expects to be killed, seeing as this year’s 
quota was set at 360,000 in keeping 
with the three-year sealing plan devel- 
oped in 2003 that calls for seal herds to 
be thinned by a total of 975,000. 

The Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans maintains that the hunt is 


humane and necessary to economically 
sustain villages where few other finan- 
cial opportunities exist. But such reas- 
surances did little to calm long-time fur 
activist and former French actress 
Brigitte Bardot, who had more than 
few harsh words for Prime Minister Paul 
Martin. “You are jerks!” she exclaimed 
over the phone in an interview with 
Sun Media. “| wrote for years to all 
Canadian prime ministers, but it hasn’t 
done anything to stop it. Nothing!” 

Man, if a series of letters from 
Brigitte Bardot can’t get the job done, 
then what will? 


BEER PARLOURS! 


As debate on the private member's bill 
that would ban smoking in public 
places in Alberta opened on Monday, 
Premier Ralph Klein continued to voice 
his opposition to a unilateral ban, saying 
most of his MLAs want to see the legis- 
lation amended to allow for cultural dif- 
ferences along rural and urban lines. 

Introduced last week by Conserva- 
tive MLA Dave Rodney, the bill was 
approved in principle Monday, but 
Klein noted he didn’t think it would 
survive a vote, stating that two-thirds 
of his 62 MLAs currently oppose it. 
According te the CBC, the 20 Liberal 
and NDP MLAs have expressed their 
support. (Which, if you do the math, 
would put the count of a vote held 
tomorrow at 41 for, 41 against—hard- 
ly a resounding defeat, but hey.) Any- 
how, Klein went on to explain that 
rural MLAs oppose the ban as it would 
be difficult to enforce in “old-fash- 
ioned beer parlours.” 

“The real problem,” said Klein, “is 
the owners of the country hotels and the 
amount they depend on their beer par- 
lours. There are old-fashioned parlours 
that have always allowed smoking.” 

And don’t forget, everybody, 
because this is central to every concern 
Klein raises: as soon as smoking is 
banned, every smoker in the world will 
stop going out for drinks. Seriously. @ 
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'y unproveable, but nonetheless 
4 common tale, its longevity a 
of our innate human fascina- 


tion with the travel of inanimate 
objects—particularly the ones that 
play a part in our everyday lives. 
Okay, well, maybe garden 
gnomes aren’t that ubiquitous a fix- 
ture in everyone's lives; at least not 
as much as, say, money. It probably 
doesn’t occur to most people just 
how much traveling the bills in their 
wallets have done, or where they'll 
go when they leave. But for some 
people, the movement of money is 
more than a mild fascination; for 
money-trackers, it’s an obsession. 
Following and recording the 
movement of legal tender as it goes 
from stores to bank machines to bar- 
maids’ aprons to doughnut shops 
across the country is no small task, 
heavily reliant on the notion that 
total strangers will be equally inter- 
ested in the endeavour. To track a 
bill, it is first marked with a stamp 


imploring the bill’s recipient to visit 


a website and give the bill a “hit” by 
inputting the bill’s serial number, 
along with the postal code where 
the money was received. The next 
time someone enters that same serial 
number, another hit is registered, 
and visitors can track exactly where 
the money has been and how fast 
the bill had traveled from destina- 
tion to destination. 


FEATURE 


On one such site, www.cdn- 
money.com, the most-traveled note 
is a five-dollar bill that has been hit 
eight times between 2003 and 2004; 
first entered into the website by 
someone in Ituna, Saskatchewan, 
the bill has since changed hands 
four times, journeying from Moose 
Jaw to Swift Current, Saskatchewan, 
lying dormant for almost a year 


until it resurfaced in Oakville, 
Ontario before hitting the road to 
Guelph, and finally, at last report, to 
Fort Erie, Ontario, where an anony- 
mous user reported it was received as 
change at the local Canadian Tire. 


SOUND CAPTIVATING? Apparently 
it is: as of the end of February, 
681,778 Canadian bank notes had 
been entered on the site, with a total 
value of just over $11 million. Serial 
numbers have been entered in 1,263 
communities across the country, 
originating from every province and 
territory in the dominion. 

“There are various draws for peo- 
ple to the site,” says Douglas Robert- 
son, the Calgary-based programmer 
who created cdn-money.com. “The 
majority of users are simply curious 
about the marking on the notes. 
They'll come, enter the note, see 
where it’s been and likely not return. 
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Stephen Notley 


About five per cent of the site’s users 
are what I would refer to as regulars. 
They come once a week, or more fre- 
quently, and have various reasons 
for doing so. Some are money fanat- 
ics. Others like statistics. And others 
like the idea of tracking the travel of 
the notes. That's what interests me.” 

According to Robertson, the site 
was created as a programming exer- 
cise and was rarely used, but once 
word got around, its popularity unex- 
pectedly exploded. “About the time I 
started the site, I was investigating 
some new programming technolo- 
gies; I think I threw the first trial ver- 
sion together within a day or two,” 
Robertson explains. “It was really the 
combination of a cool idea and the 
trial of the new Java Servlets technol- 
ogy. And that was really the end of it 
for a while.... It basically sat idle for 


SEE PAGE 8 
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life 

after 
gretzky 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


Nothing doing 


You know, even as my headlong rush 
to 30 drags me ever closer to nature's 
shittiest finish line, ! like to take pride in 
the fact that despite my decreasing 
coolness, I’m still somewhat of a social 
guy. | mean, hey, | like to get out of 
the house from time to time, work the 
crowd, shake hands, kiss babies... 
maybe even shake a few babies while 


| kissing their hands; the options, and by 


extension verb-noun combinations, are 
seemingly endless in this, this buzzing 
fun-hive that is the City of Champions. 

But even crazy, awesome, baby- 
shakin’ party-guys like me need to kick 
back every once in a while—to “keep it 
real,” as almost no one is saying these 


Knights of the Old Republic 2, just to 
make sure that | was being as unawe 
some as possible. And let me tell you, 
pals and lady-pals: remaining almos, 
completely immobile for more than j? 
hours a day for two consecutive days? 
The most fun I’ve ever had in my life. 

Nah, I'm just kidding. It totally fuck 
ing sucked. Like, miles of penis. Though, 
actually, | only realized this in retrospec; 
It’s weird, but | hardly recall thinking 
about what | was doing at allthe slow 
gradual, spine-contorting slide from seai. 
ed position to lying down in that way 
where your legs are still bent; the world 
sized chunks of time that seem more ani 
more unaccounted-for with every heavy 
lidded glance at the clock in the kitchen; 
the nagging yet muted awareness tha 
you could have vacuumed or done you 
dishes or fuck, built a bookshelf in the 
time it took you to find out the membe; 
of the Jedi Council you went to rescu 
from the Sith academy on the deser; 
planet of Korriban was fucking dead, th: 
jerk... these are all but the faintest o/ 
memories. No, it’s in the moments when 
you get up to go to the bathroom that it 
hits you, that feeling of being a tourist in 
your own life, suddenly so aware of 
everything's sheer realness. 

When you look back at the little 


No one, after all, likes a fun-hog. 
Unless we’re talking about, like, an actual hog wearing a 
little party hat and big Oakleys or something. 


days—and so a Friday night at home isn’t 
out of the question. One could argue it’s 
even necessary, to make sure that you're 
not needlessly depleting Edmonton's 
communal fun reserves and depriving a 
more deserving person of potential gai- 
ety; no one, after all, likes a fun-hog. 
Unless we're talking about, like, an actual 
hog wearing a little party hat and big 
Oakleys or something. You'd have to be 
pretty dead inside not to like that. 

But yes: my point is that it was in 
the interest of shoring up my real-keep- 
ing while limiting my fun-hoarding (and 
exacerbated by the fact that my girl- 


« friend was working all weekend) that | 


decided to stay this past Friday and Sat- 
urday. And seeing as | was going to do 
so in a solo capacity, | decided to rent a 
little XBox game called Star Wars: 


camp you've created for yoursel{—tnat 
dirty, crumbly semicircle of Safeway 
brand rice-chip bags surrounding a mer- 
cilessly flattened couch cushion, the oily, 
battered controller resting on its side 
where you threw it in an absurdly unwar 
ranted fit of passion—you can’t tum away 
from this physical evidence of what 
you've become. Does it suck? Absolutely 
But at the same time, in a strange, kind of 
sad way, it helped make everything els: 
suck a little less; it’s in these moments 
away from your life-wasting fantasy world 
that you feel all the more alive. 

Well, at least until all those blood 
clots that formed as you sat for half a 
day straight make their way to your 
brain. Because, man, all the lightsabre 
crystals in the world aren't going to 
save you from that, loser. © 
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three 
dollar 
bill 


framed Buster Rabbit? 


The re-election of George Dubya as 

president by the most votes ever 

in U.S. history did not astonish 

a planet long bullied by the stupidest 

E. on Earth. Now the anti-gay mar- 

age wedge used by Dubya’s own axis 

* ad to win that election has morphed 
into a civil war against Gay America. 

The sniper attacks began in January 
when U.S. Education Secretary Mar- 
garet Spellings demanded PBS refund 
government grants for the children’s 
Tv show Postcards From Buster just 
because one episode shows Buster the 
rabbit meeting the children of two les- 
bian-parent families during a trip to 
Vermont's maple sugar farms. 

PBS immediately yanked the episode 
from 349 stations; the Department of 
Education later revoked an invitation to 
the show’s producer, Carol Greenwald, 
to speak at a children’s TV conference in 
Baltimore on February 4. Then Pat 
Mitchell announced her intention to 
step down as PBS head honcho when 
her contract expires in June. Within days, 

Virginia’s Chesterfield school district can- 
celed author Gregg Herren’s appearance 
at a Richmond high school simply 
because he is gay. 

Meanwhile, in Green Cove Springs, 
Florida, the Clay County School Board 
has pulled lesbian student Kelli Davis's 
picture from her high school yearbook 
because she is dressed in a tuxedo. And 
in New York the ACLU has filed suit 
against a healthcare centre that twice 
refused a disabled lesbian to work out in 
its pool. Over in D.C., the U.S. federal 
Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices successfully demanded a February 
28 conference in Portland, Oregon, 
remove the words “gay,” “lesbian,” 
“bisexual” and “transgender” from a 
program originally titled “Suicide Pre- 
vention Among Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Individuals.” While 
queers make up less than 5 per cent of 

the population, they also make Pe 40 
per cent of all suicides. 

But the Bush Barathasteation, does- 
n't care. Instead it paid syndicated 
columnist Mike McManus $10,000 to 
Promote its anti-gay policies; paid 
columnist Maggie Gallagher (who is 
syndicated in more than 50 newspa- 
Pers) $21,500 to promote traditional 
Marriage; and paid $241,000 to right- 


‘HANKS TO 
® SUPPORTERS 


wing pundit Armstrong Williams (who 
was once sued for sexual harassment 
by a male TV production assistant in a 
case that was settled out of court) to 
promote the Bush administration’s 
anti-gay “education policies.” 

Now London’s Sunday Sun newspa- 
per reports the White House has 
rescinded an invitation to Prince 
Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles. 
"The Americans [do] not want the pres- 
ident drawn into what they view to be 
a public relations exercise [trashing tra- 
ditional marriage],” the Sun quotes a 
U.S. government insider. Bush support- 
ers are also swamping Canadian law- 
makers with correspondence lobbying 
against Canada’s pro-gay Civil Marriage 
Act—as if undermining their own Con- 
stitution weren't enough. 


On the eve of Canadian PM Paul ° 


Martin's March 23 trilateral Texas sum- 
mit with Bush and Mexican president 
Vicente Fox, it’s time for Canadians say 
“fuck you,” especially to insufferable U.S. 
Ambassador to Canada Paul Cellucci, 
who keeps ranting Canada has forfeited 
its sovereignty by not signing onto 
Bush’s Ballistic Missile Defence Shield. 

Things have deteriorated to such 
an extent that Bush refused to answer 
Martin’s phone calls for 10 days this 
month while one sabre-rattling Ameri- 
can general even snarled that the U.S. 
will now let incoming enemy missiles 
“slam” into every major Canadian 
city—displaying a profound ignorance 
of the political demands of Martin’s 
minority government, this nation’s par- 
liamentary democracy, as well as Cana- 
da’s strategic geopolitical importance. 

America, lest you forget, has coveted 
the Great White North ever since it 
invaded Canada during the American 
Revolution. General Richard Mont- 
gomery led American forces north until 
they took possession of Montreal on 
November 13, 1775, and abandoned 
the city on May 9 the following year, 
when the spring thaw brought British 
reinforcements. More than two centuries 
later, in 1997, White House officials even 
threatened to support Quebec sepa- 
ratists in the next referendum. 

But with each passing day the Bush 
administration blocks Canadian beef and 


. -softwood lumber exports, and with each 


passing day Amerita warns Canada not 
to decriminalize marijuana or legalize 
same-sex marriage, the more Canadians 
will flash Uncle Sam the finger. 

Which brings me back to Postcards 
From Buster. The banned lesbian-family 
episode will air on a sole PBS station in 
Vermont—the one American state that 
most resembles its snowy progressive 
neighbour to the north—on Vermont 
Public Television on March 23, the same 
day Paul Martin will meet with Bush. 

“This is: something we think is an 
important Vermont story,” VPT 
spokesperson Ann Curran says. Too bad 
the rest of America won't be watching. O 
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Money tracking 


Continued from page 5 


two years, with only a few people 
actually entering in bank notes other 
than myself and my brother.” 

Cdn-money.com, however, is not 
the only site out there. 
Whereswilly.com has more than $16 
million in Canadian bills inputted; 
its star attraction is a rambling bill 
that has been hit 12 times. The road- 
weary currency was first inputted in 
2002 by a user in Oshawa, Ontario; 
from there it journeyed across 
southern Ontario, eventually turn- 
ing up in Oakland, California where 
a user reported it was found lying on 
the street. It was then won in a bet 
on a hockey game in Saskatoon 
before heading back east to St. 
Catharines, Ontario. 


OF COURSE, not everybody is a fan 
of money-tracking—the Bank of 
Canada, for instance, who disap- 
prove of the way users are encour- 
aged to deface the note by 
stamping it with a website address 
so others will know what to do 
when it passes through their 
hands. But while the practice may 
not be popular, it’s certainly not 
illegal; according to a letter a cdn- 
money.com user received from the 
Bank of Canada after sending a 
specimen to the feds, there’s noth- 
ing the government can do to stop 
the growing popularity of the 
game. “While neither the Bank Act 
nor the Criminal Code deal with 
the mutilation or defacement of 
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5pm-10pm, Dinwoodie Lounge SUB UofA Campus 


Formal/semi-formal event. No Minors 
Advance Tickets $10 available from: SUB, HUB, CAB & ETLC Info Desks & 
Ticketmaster. Tickets are also available at the door. 


G hy Lt, a Charity Gala aimed 
as Free The/Children network. 
Student art will be on display and select pieces auctioned 
off to raise funds to build and outfit a school in the war 
ravaged region of Sierra Leone. 
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at raising funds f 


bank notes,” the letter reads, “the 
Bank of Canada strongly objects to 
any mutilation or defacement of 
bank notes including simple mark- 
ings similar to your example. All 
writing on notes limits their life. 
Such instances of mutilation and 
defacement carry a cost associated 
with them due to accelerated 
requirements for note replacement. 
Further, the mutilation and deface- 
ment of notes is not condoned, as 
Canadian currency is a symbol and 
source of national pride.” 


ASIDE FROM the excitement of 
watching the money in your wallet 
slowly walk the earth, there are no 


popular pastime in Alberta; the Wild 
Rose Provinée is ranked second on 
cdn-money.com, accounting for just 
over 19 per cent of the total bills 
inputted. But if the pastime is popu- 
lar in Alberta, it’s close to a national 
sport in Saskatchewan—more than 
58 per cent of the bills entered on 
the site have come from flatlanders’ 
pockets. “The site’s heavy 
Saskatchewan usage is mostly due to 
a user in Saskatoon, Greg Kitz, who 
found the site,” says Robertson 
“Greg and his brother went ballistic 
entering notes. Greg entered 50 
notes his first day—at that point I'd 
entered 700 notes total over two 
years. So in one day, Greg entered 


Whereswilly.com has more than $16 million in 


Canadian bills inputted; its star attraction is a 


rambling bill that has been hit 12 times. 


prizes associated with using money- 
tracking sites; however, frequent 
inputters on cdn-money.com (who 
receive an aggregate score based on 
the amount of money they enter 
and the number of hits they receive) 
are nonetheless ranked on the site, 
and wouldn’t you know it? The 
number-one user, JaketheDrifter, is 
from Sherwood Park. As of the last 
weekend of February, Jake has 
entered 47,891 notes worth 
$827,430, and his notes have 
received 8,713 hits everywhere from 
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut and Mount 
Pearl, Newfoundland to Watson 
Lake, Yukon and Port Borden, PEI. 
Money-tracking, it seems, is a 


hors d'oeuvres. 


Free the 
wuUw: 


six per cent of what had taken me 
close to two years to do. And they 
continued the rapid entry of notes— 
to this day, Greg has entered almost 
16,000 notes. 

“From there, the money in 
Saskatchewan tends to flow from 
small towns to the major centres, 
from which it flows to other 
provinces. And that helped spread 
the word, so to speak, to the rest of 
the country.” 

So the next time you go throug) 
your wallet, I might be a good idez 
to head over to a tracking site ana 
get those serial numbers in—after a}! 
who knows what crazy adventures 
that fiver has lived through. © 


The event will feature live music, drama, improv, dance and 
fashion. There will be a complimentary wine tasting and 


ith benefits of 
atless eating 


JAKE TROUGHTON 


ost people who decide to 
ome vegetarian or vegan do 

so because they want to save 
‘the lives of animals. But for those 
who aren’t persuaded by such con- 
siderations, Brenda Davis has anoth- 
er reason that just might be more 
convincing: the life you’re saving 
could be yours. 

Davis, a Kelowna-based registered 
dietitian and the author of five books 
promoting the health benefits of giv- 
ing up animal foods, has some pretty 
impressive numbers to back up her 
claim: according to her findings, peo- 

ple who forgo meat are 90 per cent 
less likely to develop type-2 diabetes, 
85 per cent less susceptible to heart 
disease and 30-40 per cent less apt to 
develop cancer. It’s no coincidence, 
says Davis, that the rates of these dis- 
_ eases are significantly higher in the 
first world, where processed and ani- 
"mal foods form an increasingly large 
portion of the typical diet. 

“Basically, the bottom line is that 
heart disease and type-2 diabetes are 
diet- and lifestyle-induced diseases,” 
explains Davis, who will be in town 
to give a lecture entitled Diet and 
Disease at the NAIT Shaw Theatre on 
Tuesday, March 22. “There are places 
in the world where they are 
absolutely unheard of. They don’t 
occur. That’s all they are: diseases of 
diet and lifestyle. When you live in a 
place where you're sedentary, you're 
eating a lot of processed foods and 
anima! foods, and you're over-con- 
suming, the consequence is chronic 
degenerative disease.” 

And as fast food continues to 
dominate the North American diet, 
the problem is affecting more and 
more people—of all ages. “In North 
America we've created a situation 
where 70 per cent of our population 
will die of a chronic lifestyle-induced 
Gisease,” Davis says, “and it’s unnec- 

Ssaty. With type-2 diabetes, it’s 
unbelievable the increase in rates. 
There used to be a time when type-2 
diabetes was called ‘adult-onset dia- 

| betes.’ They don’t call it that any- 
more, because we're seeing it in kids.” 
I's a pretty dire trend, but fortu- 
ately, Davis says, there’s hope for 
yet. The things that contribute 

ROSt to these diseases—saturated 

, cholesterol, refined carbohy- 
tent satty acids—are 
agg ©, while the “protec- 
tors, as she calls them—fibre, phy- 

By ocean ann sent 

z —are easy to find. But 
ardcore carnivores will have to 
allow their pride rather than 

eit fellow creatures in order to 

Pt Davis's solution, as the items 
the former group all tend to 
¢ from animal foods, while the 
r come from plants. 


| 
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shoots and leaves? 


MAKING THE SWITCH isn’t neces- 
sarily easy in this society, but Davis 
insists that the health benefits of 
doing so are overwhelming. “These 
disease are not only preventable, 
they’re actually reversible in most 
cases, if you make the appropriate 
changes to what you're doing,” she 


(DIET 


says. “If people really want to make 
a choice to make the changes they 
need to make to reverse it or to pre- 
vent it from happening in the first 
place, they can do it. I've seen unbe- 
lievable things happen when they 
make those choices. I’ve seen people 
who've been told they've got a few 
months to live completely reverse 
their diseases, and 10 months later 
they're climbing mountains.” 

Davis is quick to point out, 
though, that being vegetarian or 
vegan doesn’t give people a free pass 
when it comes to their eating habits. 
While the healthiest foods may be 
plant-based, she points out that 
there are plenty of animal-free foods 
that are just as bad for you as meat 
or cheese. 

“You can totally blow it on a 
vegan diet,” she says. “Technically, 
you can eat potato chips and drink 
soda pop all day long and be vegan. 
I’m explaining to vegans that if we 
ever want to move the mainstream 
more towards a vegan diet, we have 
to be really extraordinarily healthy. 
You look at one kid with vitamin B- 
12 deficiency, and it sets us back so 
far. People are going to look at us 
and say, ‘Well, you see what happens 
with vegans.’ It’s just so, so impor- 
tant that we get it right.” 


AND SHE STRESSES just how easy 
that is to do these days, as the prolif- 
eration of fortified foods has made 
vegan nutrition downright conve- 
nient, so long as you avoid processed 
goods. “It’s really not difficult, if 
you're eating real food, to do very 
well on a vegan diet,” she says. “I 
think there are only two or three 
nutrients that are much of a concern 
at all, and in an omnivorous diet, 
one study recently showed there are 
seven nutrients that are a concern.” 
Ultimately, Davis hopes that 


those who hear her lecture will learn 


some things about nutrition that 
they just don’t pick up while grow- 
ing up in a society that’s centred 
around the consumption of animal 
products. “The way that we’ve 
looked at nutrition for so many 
years has been focused on omnivo- 
tous eating patterns. We just haven't 
taught people the little things they 
need to know when they’re putting 
together a plant-based diet.” © 


DIET AND DISEASE 
NAIT Shaw Theatre * Tue, Mar 22 
(7pm) * For more information, visit the 
Vegetarians of Alberta website 
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Speakers at Earth 
Out of Water 
conference say our 
planet faces a very 
thirsty future 


By EMMA SASSE 


vatization” and you'll be reward- 

ed with a trove of doomsday 
Stats: three corporations control 
fresh water for 300 million people 
on earth; global water demand is 
doubling every 20 years, twice the 
tate of population growth; by 2025, 
demand for fresh water is expected 
to outstrip global supply by 56 per 
cent. And if you're really looking for 
the truth, just consult the business 
press—capitalists don’t lie to each 
other about new ways to turn a 
buck, so you know we're all in deep 
when Fortune magazine promises 


the words “water and pri- 


‘fresh water is “one of the world’s 


great business opportunities. It 
promises to be to the 21st century 
what oil was to the 20th.” 

Bleak numbers aren’t confined to 
global aggregates, though—there’s 
plenty of evidence Alberta has its 
share of water politics. Thanks to 
global warming, intensive livestock 
operations, irrigation, oilsands devel- 
opment and overuse of fresh water in 
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ar TH FAMONTON GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 


One of the most spectacular musicals of 
all time. Enter the court of King Arthur in 
Medieval England. This well known . 
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You Once In Silence. : 
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Dry another day 


conventional drilling, Alberta has 
dug itself into a fine mess. The Peace 
and Athabasca river flows ‘are down 
40 per cent; Alberta lakes have lost 
between S50 and 100 per cent of their 
volume; average river flows are down 
between 40 and 80 per cent; and 
major river systéms, like the Oldman 
in southern Alberta, are already fully 
allocated to irrigation and other uses, 
even as flows decline. In this context, 
the Parkland Institute is holding its 
Earth Out of Water conference 
this weekend in order to build a 
research agenda for water in Alberta. 
Jim Byrne, a researcher at the 
University of Lethbridge, will present 
his work at the conference. Byrne has 
been looking into the impact of the 
oilsands on fresh water and river 


| {ENVIRONMENT 


flows in Northern Alberta for an 
upcoming television series called 
Water Under Fire. Byrne's been in this 
game for 20 years, and he’s blunt 
about Alberta’s water prospects. 
“Alberta is wantonly tearing out 
boreal forest to mine oilsands to feed 
a gluttonous, greedy, totally inappro- 
priate economy and way of living,” 
Byrne says. “New developments in 
the oilsands are an $87 billion pro- 
ject, with tens of thousands of square 
kilometres of disruption. These are 
some of the biggest disruptions in 
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MUSICAL GEMS 
IN CONCERT 


the world, and the [impacts] are no) 
well understood.” 


BILL DONAHUE, a self-employc, 
water researcher whose work involv. 
tracking freshwater lake levels anq 
river flows, will also participate in th, 
conference. Donahue is similarly con 
cerned about oilsands developmen; 
and Alberta's fresh water supply. “Io; 
every barrel of oil [with oilsands pro, 
duction], you’re looking at three ., 
four barrels of water consumed in ti, 
process,” he says. “As a result, we've 
seen big declines in the Peace anq 
Athabasca deltas downstream from 
Fort McMurray. As we promote wate; 
intensive development, we're goings 
to run out—there’s an increasing 
demand and a decreasing supply. It’s 
that simple.” 

Elementary economics tell us 
that increasing demand and decreas. 
ing supply make for a scarce resource, 
driving up the price. No wonde: 
then, that Fortune’s monied reade: 
ship is cutting its teeth-on wate: 
infrastructure in the developing 
world, where municipal water sup 
plies have been privatized and th: 
World Bank is actively promotii: 
private financing for water infrastryc. 


ture. However, there remains a good 


chunk of water-related public ser- 
vices in the western world, including 
Canada (which holds 20 per cent of 


the world’s fresh water supply) that | 


hasn’t been opened up to privat: 
ownership or investment. Yet. 


BONNIE FERGUSON of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, Cana- 
da’s largest labour union, will speak 
at the Parkland conference about th 
politics of public ownership of water 
delivery. “Water services in Alberta 
are mostly public. Municipal deliv 

ery is open and transparent, and 
debate about future options is open 
to the people rather than behind 
closed doors, which is the case with 
private delivery,” says Ferguson, cil 

ing an example of proposed privat: 
sector activity in Springbank, Alber- 
ta, near Calgary. 

“Our biggest concern with the 
provincial government,” Ferguson 
continues, “is enough funding iv‘ 
renewal of public services. In the 
absence of adequate funding, the 
private sector comes in and says, ‘W 
have a solution.’ That creates pres 
sure to go with that solution rather 
than the more open, transparent 
and sustainable way, which is public 
ownership.” 

But perhaps Byrne, a veteran o! 
Alberta’s water research scene, sums 
the situation up best as he explains 
his involvement in the effort to edu 
cate the public on water issues and 
his involvment in the Parkland con- 
ference: “We're going hog-wild fo! 
money at the expense of future ge" 
erations,” he says. “I sorta can’t con- 
trol my anger anymore.” @ 


AN EARTH OUT OF WATER 

ETLC Building (main floor), University ° 
Alberta ® Fri-Sat, Mar 18-19 # For mor 
information or to register, visit (h 
Parkland Institute’s webs!*¢ 


(www. ualberta.ca/~parkland) 
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bully brawl 


“Sometimes you look down and think, 
What am | doing?’ There's this bloody, 
ripped-up dog in front of you.” —ARCHI- 
rect SCOTT BANA, ON SKINNING A COYOTE 


it’s that time of year again, when after 
a relative lull—a lull like the spastic, fit- 
ful, mumbling sleep of a Possession 
victim when even the foul will of the 
demon Pazuzu can’t keep its exhausted 
vessel from shutting down for a few 
hours—the videogame hype system 
ticks back into hellish activity. This year, 


stances, previewing the moves you 
might see in the upcoming Big Brawl 
and generally showing off their shit. So 
why am | scared and pre-exhausted, to 
the point of considering career 
change? Well, check this shit out, cour- 
tesy of keynote speaker, Microsoft VP 
and “father of XBox” J Allard: 

“Look at what's happening as con- 
sumers are accessing their digital 
lifestyle through their digital living 
room. They’re watching their own dig- 
ital videos. They‘re watching their own 
digital photos in the living room. 
They’re even listening to digital music 
that’s stored somewhere else on a PC 
in the house. In the high-def living 
room our consumers have greater con- 
trol over their entertainment experi- 
ences and a wider range of possibilities 
to enjoy them.” 

Okay, you know what? Stuff that 
shit. | just want to play videogames, 
and | barely even want that anymore. | 
know, | know... they've been beating 
this “digital living room” for years, and 
for all but the richest of Richie Richer- 
sons-it still hasn’t happened. PlaySta- 


- | used to tell myself it was because | was “old 


school” or whatever; now I’m starting to suspect 
that |’m just sick of this whole damned industry. 


though, is one of those rare, special 
treats: this is a next-generation year, 
with the titans of the industry posing, 
posturing and promising as they posi- 
tion themselves for the next big battle 
in the savage, attritive combat of the 
Console Wars. It should be exciting, 
but I’m already feeling burnt-out on 
the whole thing. I've been through this 
* once before; can | really go through it 
again? Do | even want to? 

The Game Developers Conference, 
held last week in San Francisco, is the 
first of the year’s big trade-show show- 
cases. If May’s Electronic Entertainment 
Expo (E3) is an all-out promotional 
kung-fu battle for buzz, the profession- 
ally-oriented GDC (at least the layman- 
accessible stuff like the keynote 
speeches) is that part before the fight 
where the different kung-fu guys 
punch the air and go through their 
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Hatha 


tion 2 and XBox were both touted as 
being all-in-one media centres, your 
one-box solution for all your consumer 
home digital entertainment choices. It 
could happen this time, though; 
Microsoft's playing this one all the way, 
and “winning” for them means being 
the only game in town—owning your 
living room’s operating system. 

That’s a column for another day, 
the politics of it all. I’m more con- 
cerned about that damned “digital liv- 
ing room” itself. That’s not just a 
gamer’s dream den; that’s system 
requirements. The days when you did- 
n’‘t need to have an ethernet cable run- 
ning into your cinderblock-and-plank 
entertainment centre are over. Because 
how can they milk you dry if the suc- 
tion hose isn’t connected? Here’s 
something from a Microsoft press 
release regarding the “Marketplace” 


fl 
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aspect of the next-gen iteration of the 
XBox Live online network: “fit] will 
provide a one-stop shop for consumers 
to acquire episodic content, new game 
levels, maps, weapons, vehicles, skins 
and new community-created con- 
tent.... Imagine players slapping down 
$0.99 to buy a one-of-a-kind, fully 
tricked-out racing car to be the envy of 
their buddies.” 

Hey, Microsoft—or, actually, Hey, 
entire videogame industry: imagine 
players slapping down $80 to buy a 
game that doesn’t need to have addi- 
tional money pumped into it! 

I'm being conservative, | know. I'm 
out of touch, I’m past it, I’m 
nowheresville, man. I’m railing against 
change and progress and the wonder- 
ful, glittering, digitally-connected 
world of consumer products and hot 
new Intellectual Properties securely 
delivered straight to my waiting eyes, 
ears and thumbs. | used to tell myself it 
was because | was “old school” or 
whatever; now I’m starting to suspect 
that I'm just sick of this whole damned 
industry. O 
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Sutton Place bistro 
is an ideal spot to 
celebrate 
Downtown Dining 
Week—too bad | 
had to do it alone 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


everybody! The annual siren’s call 

of culinary delights is back, and 
it’s time to binge like Charlie Sheen 
at a coke-dusted hooker buffet. And 
with some of our city’s top bistros 
offering multi-course meals for $15 
or $25 each, Edmonton's gourmands 
are making their pilgrimage down- 
town in droves on this sacred week 
to bring back tales of exquisite finds. 
I was without wife and daughter 
for the evening and decided to treat 
myself to a night flying solo. This 
year, Friday’s Dining Week launch 
found me at Capitals on the second 
floor of the Sutton Place Hotel. I had 
just finished my curse-filled quest for 
downtown parking (as I’m never 
willing to pay a toonie to park under- 
ground in comfort when I can park 
on the chilly street for free), and as I 
entered the hotel’s lobby, I gaped. 
Only the best shopping centres 
could afford this kind of luxury. An 
open courtyard beneath huge skylights 
spread before me, the busy lounge sur- 
rounded by carefully groomed plants 
and raked white sand. Gazing up at the 
undressed concrete walls of the lobby, I 
could see the restaurant looking out 
from the second floor. 1 made my way 
upstairs and claimed a table for one 
against the glassed rails. Well-dressed 
but comfortable patrons sat at tasteful- 


| a Downtown Dining Week, 


mon-thu 
friday 
saturday 


catering 
reserve the dining | 


room for your 
special event 


with a sWee 


ly appointed tables beneath red 
awnings and twinkling chandeliers. 
The top of a palm tree thankfully 
eclipsed my view of the Brier on the 
big-screen television below. 

I asked the friendly maitre d’ for a 
glass of the house Shiraz ($7) as I 
glanced at the menus. Tantalizing 
appetizers fell on either side of $10 
and entrées topped out at $26 on the 
regular menu, but my attention was 
drawn to the Downtown Dining Week 
special. For $25, I had my choice of 


[RESTAURANTS 


one of three appetizers, three entrées 
and anything from the dessert menu. 
It was a tough call, but I settled on a 
grilled scallop salad on baby greens 
with lemon aioli to start, followed by a 
rosemary and garlic braised lamb 
shank with a white bean ragout. 


THE SMOKY WINE coursed over my 
tastebuds as I looked up through the 
skylights at the lit windows of nearby 
buildings, forming an urban conste!- 
lation against the night sky. It was a 
pretty environment, elegantly 
wrought, but I just couldn’t shake 
the resemblance to Edmonton Cen- 
tre a block away. Before I could work 
myself into an architectural tirade, 
the maitre d’ delivered bread and my 
waitress followed immediately with 
my salad. The chewy, warm sour- 
dough bread was delivered with three 
different types of butter; while I can’t 
say I noticed much difference with 
the sundried tomato, the pat of pesto 
was primo. My salad was fresh and 
crisp, bursting with flavours as avoca- 
do slices mingled with tender scal- 
lops. Thick lemon aioli had gathered 
at the bottom of the dish, making 
me wish I had mixed it a bit first, but 


? ,) 425-6151 
10117-101 street 


www.zenaris.com 


% Mine: 
Pan-seared Salmon Fillet 


balsamic reduction & white wine butter sauce 


otherwise the salad was a treasure. 

The main course was timed per- 
fectly, arriving just as I set down my 
salad fork. Succulent lamb sat light! 
on two long bones which rose from ; 
shallow bowl of white beans in a dar} 
sauce. The mouth-watering aroma and 
stunning presentation commanded 
immediate attention, and I lost myse'; 
in both for a moment before digging 
in. The beans were a delight, firm yet 
yielding, steeped in the lamb’s au ju: 
The meat itself was unbelievable, with 
the crumbly texture that I associate 
with the finest quality. I left half the 
beans (though none of the meat) as | 
looked forward to the dessert menu. 

My table was cleared quickly as | 
considered my dessert options: the 
maitre d’ recommended a decadent 
flourless chocolate cake, but I simply 
couldn’t tear my eyes away from the 
description of a coffee toffee pie. The 
mocha-flavoured brown-sugar pie 
was speedily delivered and | lost 
myself in wonder: plump sultana 
raisins and crunchy pecans mixed 
with shaved chocolate and fres/, 
whipped cream for a gooey, chewy 
treat of sinful sweetness. 

After the last bite of flaky crust, | 
put my fork down and pushed my 
chair back. With drink, tax and tip, | 
didn’t break $40, which is incredible 
for a three-course meal with wine at 
a fine downtown restaurant. I con- 
sidered briefly just signing a room 
number to the bill, but like most of 
my thoughts of petty larceny, the 
whim went unrealized. On my wa} 
into the bitter night, I checked Capi- 
tals off my list of restaurants: one 
downtown venue down, many mor 
to go, and I only have until March 
20 to sample them all! © 


: CAPITALS 
10235-101 St (2nd floor) * 441-303! 
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per person, before tax and tip 
$ —Less than $10 

$$ —$10to $20 
$33 —$20 to $30 
— $30 and up 


BRITS FISH AND CHIPS 
6940-77 St + 485-1797 
My wife and | had our doubts as we drove 
up to the little strip mall restaurant on a 
Friday evening. An Olde English Inn fagade 
made me wary, as did the door painted up 
like a London phone booth. But upon 
entering, | quickly realized was that Brits 
wasn’t a typical British theme restaurant, of 
the sort done so badly elsewhere in the 
city; rather, the authentic details and scary- 
sounding fare were obviously a labour of 
jove. The menu listed some intriguing dish- 
es, including steak and kidney pie, white 
pudding and a heart-punching entrée 
called “deep-fried pizza.” | was nowhere 
near brave enough to try haggis. My wife 
selected the sole two-piece full meal deal 
($10.60) with coleslaw and a ginseng tea 
while | chose the turbot ($12.40) with a 
tea and pickled egg. And just in case we 
weren't entirely saturated by the end of 
the meal, we ordered deep-fried pineapple 
rings ($2.60) for dessert. | delighted in the 
crunch of thick batter and the hot, succu- 
lent filets within. A perfect complement, 
the fries were crisp and tasty. My first-ever 
pickled egg had a dark, beery flavour from 
the malt vinegar that got a little strong by 


the end. Both my wife and | abandoned 
utensils about halfway through our first 
pieces of fish. Her coleslaw was fresh and 
crisp, sharing with the lemon wedges the 
dubious distinction of being the healthiest 
items on the table. One piece of fish would 
have been enough, but through sheer 
determination, my bride was able to 
devour both pieces, though she left most 
of her chips behind. | managed to get 
about two-thirds of the way through both, 
and declined the server's offer to box the 
test up for me. My inner masochist was 
looking forward to dessert! Looking like 
flattened onion rings floating in a pool of 
melted toffee, the pineapple slices were 
quickly delivered to our delight. | carved a 
piece with my fork—hot—and, after burn- 
ing myself, savoured the sweet, crispy fruit 
combination. On our way out, we tossed 
our tip into the jar on the counter, bring- 
ing our unhydrogenated total to just over 
$30. Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 
3/03/05) 


ZUPPA 

9843-110 St » 482-1741 

With its tables covered with oversized 
sheets of cheap vinyl, chairs that are about 
as utilitarian as you can get, and an overall 
air of unfinished decorating, Zuppa’s decor 
leaves something to be desired. (In fact, I've 
enjoyed Klondike breakfasts in school gym- 
nasiums with more character.) But don’t let 
the surroundings dissuade you from giving 
Zuppa’s carnivore- and vegetarian-friendly 
menu a try. My wife ordered a plate of 
Leo’s Caesar Salad topped with a char- 


_ > 


~ ST. PATRICK'S 


grilled chicken breast ($7), which she was 

quite enthusiastic about. | went for the Ital- 

ian Grill ($6), an grilled focaccia sandwich 

filled with ham, capicollo and melted moz- 

zarella, Since “zuppa” is Italian for soup, | 

decided to add a bow! of their soup of the 

day ($2 extra)—in this case, a chicken cauli- 

flower concoction—to my order. When our 
food arrived, we couldn’t get over the size 
of the helpings. My wife’s salad was piled 
high on her plate, a mountain of Greenery 
that even Sir Edmund Hillary himself would 
have balked at. Spread out on the summit 
was the grilled chicken breast, with black 
charcoal lines to prove that it had indeed 
seen a real grill at some point. My wife 
loved her salad, but she was even more 
impressed by my Italian grill. The focaccia 
was soft and fresh, the meat and cheese fill- 
ing more than ample. And the quality of 
the soup was in keeping with the rest of the 
meal. Like the café’s interior, it wasn’t much 
to look at, but it was absolutely delicious, 
with a thick broth, plenty of cauliflower flo- 
rets and giant chunks of so-tender-it-falls- 
apart-in-your-mouth chicken, so large that | 
could even see the telltale black marks from 
the grill. The meal left us feeling full but still 
light and full of energy, unlike the usual 
post-lunch lethargy prompted by a good, 
hearty meal. For the price—a little under 
$23 including tax—we ate well, and thor- 
oughly enjoyed the food. If they do some- 
thing about the daycare-style tablecloths, | 
can see Zuppa becoming one of my 
favourite lunch options on either side of the 
High Level Bridge. Average Price: $-$$ 
(Reviewed 3/03/05) 
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restaurants can 


be found at originalfare.com 
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AY... ALL DAY! 
FRI MARCH 18 


THE DAY AFTER PARTY... 


Only 364 practice days till St. Pat's 2006 


a The Blue Pear 


wpe. 
BO69F 923 Street, (780) 482 7178 


ihe Copper Pot 
HAON, 9707 110 Street 720) 452 700 


Culina 
99.14 - 89 Avenue, (780) 437 5528 


Normand’s 
! 1639 A Jasper Avenue. (780) 482 2600 


The Dish 
12417 Stony Plain Road, (780) 488 6641 


The Free Press Bistro 
#80, 10014 - 104 Street, (780) 497 7784 


Blue Plate Diner 
104 Street. (780) 429 0740 


Parkallen Restaurant 
109 Street. (780) 436 808 


Jack's Grill 
5842 - 11) Street, (780) 434 1112 


IL Portico Restaurant 


100}2 - LO7 Street, (780) 424 070 


The Creperie 
10290'- 103 Street, (780) 42 


Gol, Mustard's 


448 1590 


Suede Lounge 
11806 Jasper Avenue, (780) 482 0707 


Wild Tangerine 


10383 - 112 Street (780) 429 313 
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UNDER THE BIG TENT 


@ THE DRUID SOUTH 
SHUTTLE BUSES HOURLY! 
TIX ONLY $10 IN ADVANCE 
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» Luxurious chalets offer 


4 
i 


unbelievable comfort even 
in the middle of nowhere 


By LAURIE COOPER 


and exhausting. We've skied up 

and down several mountain peaks 
in the spectacular, remote Selkirk 
Range of the British Columbia 
Rockies, many kilometres (and a 
helicopter ride) from Revelstoke, 
the nearest town. But tonight, 
instead of crawling into a cold, 
damp tent and melting some snow 
to make instant soup, my fellow 
backcountry skiers and I will luxuri- 
ate in the cozy warmth of a tasteful- 
ly decorated chalet while dining on 
four courses of mouth-watering 
European-style cuisine. 

We are enjoying the hospitality 
of Ruedi Beglinger 
and his wife Nicol- 
ine. The Beglingers 
own and operate 
Selkirk Mountain Experience, a 
remote backcountry ski operation 
which allows skiers to get away 
from it all without leaving the luxu- 
ries of civilization behind. The 
Beglingers’ Durrand Glacier Chalet 
looks like something right out of 
the Swiss Alps (and if Ruedi is hav- 
ing a particularly great day, you'll 
hear him yodeling down the moun- 
tainside just like he did in his 
native Switzerland). Selkirk Moun- 
tain Experience is just one of several 
backcountry ski operations in B.C. 
which have figured out that while 
people may desire a wilderness 
experience, they still want great 
food and a comfortable bed to sleep 
in at the end of the day. 

Purcell Lodge near Golden is the 
largest and most opulent of the 
remote backcountry operations. 
Like all of the remote lodges in 
B.C., it is only accessible by heli- 
copter. In fact, all of the building 
materials for the deluxe three-storey 
structure were flown in by \chopper 
too. Purcell Lodge accommodates 
up to 30 people and has showers, 
flush toilets and electricity. Their 
dining room has even been 
reviewed by Gourmet. During the 
day, you have the option of explor- 
ing the mountains with a fully 
qualified mountain guide or, if you 


[:: been a long day—exhilarating 


experience, you can take off on 
your own and enjoy the peace, tran 
quility and awesome powder. Ai 
night, you wine and dine like an 
aristocrat before tumbling into bed 
beneath a fluffy duvet. 


IF YOU DON’T MIND roughing it 
just a little bit, Wells Gray Chalet 
near Clearwater offers a very com- 
fortable experience at a bargain 
price. They have three chalets 
placed Strategically in the Cariboo 
Mountains in Wells Gray Provincial 
Park. You can spend a few days at 
each chalet, or hunker down in on 
cabin and use it as your base. Each 
chalet has clean 
cozy rooms and a 
sauna. As well as 
finding the best 
and safest ski runs, the guides do th« 
cooking and cleaning, with a bit of 
help from the guests. It keeps the 
costs down and there is a satisfying 
sense of participation. 

Families with young children 
who want a wilderness experience 
might want to check out Tyax 
Mountain Lake Resort near Gold 
Bridge. Tyax is accessible by car—i\* 
just a five-hour drive from Vancou- 
ver—but it still feels remote, tucked 
away in the Chilcotin Mountains 
You can stay in the Lodge, with its 
30-foot-high stone fireplace, or in 
one of the self-contained lakesid: 
chalets. There are lots of cross-coun- 
try ski trails, as well as skating, sleigh 
rides, snowmobile tours and a spec- 
tacular outdoor hot tub. 

After we take off our ski gear, we 
head for the sauna at Selkirk Moun- 
tain Experience. All of the backcoun 
try operators know nothing 
compares to relaxing in a hot 
steamy sauna after a long day in the 
mountains. As our muscles unwind, 
a deep, healthy glow course® 
through our bodies. It becomes 
almost impossible to move. The only 
thing that finally stirs me from ™Y 
lethargy is remembering that Nicol- 
ine and her kitchen staff have pr~- 
pared a delicious selection °! 
aprés-ski appetizers. This is definitely _ 
roughing it in style! © 
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he patrol truth, and 
nothing but the truth 


Spending a day in their company gave me new respect for 
Avalanche Control workers 


y HART GOLBECK 


e alarm pierced the hotel room 
silence at 5:30 a.m. A little early 
for a normal ski day in Jasper, 

but this day was 
= to be differ- 
ent: | would be 
spending the day - 
with the Marmot Basin Pro Patrol 
and this was their normal wake-up 
time. A quick coffee from the 
Bearspaw Bakery and off I went, dri- 
ving up the dark and winding road 
to Marmot's first parking lot. There I 
met the first wave of patrollers, the 
Avalanche Control (AC) team. The 


WT ENIOe 
KI & TRAVEL CO. LTD. 


[FEATURE 


Test of the patrol team would be 
arriving in an hour. 

Martin Ederle is head of the AC 
team and along with technicians 
Andre Shalabi, Dave Gibson Jr. and 
Kerri Macdonald, 
we headed for the 
boot room to 
climb into our ski 
gear. My first thrill of the day was 
the ride up, which we accomplished 
with the aid of a snowmobile, a 
short rope and a two-by-four. With 
the two-by-four firmly planted 
between my cheeks, I experienced 
the fastest rope-tow ride imagin- 
able. Since I neglected to lower my 


489-SNOW : 
www.downhillriders.ccom © 
info@downhillriders.com © 
- ree 


goggles, all the snow kicking up 
from the snowmobile’s belt forced 
me to make most of the trip with 
my eyes closed. 

Upon our arrival at the mid- 
mountain control hut, the team 
Started their daily routine. I headed 
with Macdonald to the nearby 


SEE PAGE 17 
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marmot basin, jasper 
-- banked slalom / slope style 


$25 entry fee * tons o' prizes 


“ _- for info 780.413.4554 
~~ www.theeasyrider.com 
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kickinghorseresort.com |-866-SKI-KICK (1-866-754-5425) 
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Ski & Stay 


Includes I night 
accommodation 
& | day of skiing 


(per person / based on double occupancy) 
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board 
tips 


Getting aboard the terrain 


When you're deciding to ride new ter- 
rain, you must take several factors into 
consideration in order to make the tran- 
sition easier. For instance, does your abil- 
ity match the run or the slope? If it does, 
look at what you plan to ride before you 
go up, because your perspective will be 
dramatically different from the top. The 
ride up in the chairlift will give you an 


snow from every turn you make w;) 
start moving and building up, ang ; 
it’s powerful, it can knock you off yo,,, 
feet—this is called slough. Make ,\,,, 
you know where it’s going, how {,, 
it’s building up and how you can be, 
it or stay out of its way. 

Snow conditions are also a facto, 
when dealing with steep terrain. \\, 
every type of terrain you see in ‘}, 
movies or magazines is rideable all {h, 
time. Most areas can only be ridden dy, 
ing short periods of the year due , 
avalanche conditions, the depth of th, 
snowfall and what condition the snow ; 
in. If it’s been warm, conditions could b: 
icy. Stay clear of steep, rain-soaked slopes 
and if there’s tons of powder, make su}, 
the avalanche conditions are safe. 

If you’re thinking about catching 
some air on steep slopes, ride down 
the obstacle you're about to tackle and 
take a close inspection. Size can be 
deceptive: what initially looks like a 10. 


Size can be deceptive: what initially looks like a 10-foot 
slope can easily turn out to be 30 or even 50 feet high. 


opportunity to analyze the whole run. 
Pick your landmarks. Are there any trees, 
gullies or rock outcroppings? If the run 
isn’t near the chairlift, find a camera and 
take a picture of the slope from the bot- 
tom or use a hill map. 

When riding steep terrain, consider 
the big picture when you deciding to 
ride it. If you fall, where is the fall line 
going to take you? A factor on steep 
terrain is also slough management. The 
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foot slope can easily turn out to be 30 o 
even 50 feet high. If you're jumpi 
landing in powder, make sure your 
ing is deep enough and nothing is stick 
ing out, especially in the early season, 
The best advice | can Offer anyone 
who plans on riding new terrain is n 
to rush into anything. Work your 
up. Start with controlled terrain at a sii 
resort and your leaming curve will even 
tually lead you into the backcountry. 0 


| 
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training session. After 30 minutes of 
{ntense first aid response to a multi- 


t the resort and 

| the day’s weather 

added a histori- 

's used to predict 

AP eoening, the likeli- 

od of an a was low, but a 
snowfall could dramatically 


crept over the moun- 
a.m., we were 
enn, head of the 


greet nine-member patrol team 
or their daily casualty scenario 


casualty crash full of broken legs and 

ms, they packaged their gear to 

he staging areas and hit the patrol 

ck for one last Meeting to pre- 

e for the day's onslaught of skiers 

rs. Clark told the team to 

ect a busy day because at least 

2,000 visitors were expected. (In 

, 1 was later informed that 2,900 

ying Customers showed up, forc- 

ag Marmot to crank up their full 
omplement of lifts.) 


iS THE PATROLLERS geared up and 
ied out in teams of two, I made 

y way back to avalanche control to 
ok up with Andre Shalabi. We were 

ding to the steeps of Eagles East to 
L pack test profile to gather 
t avalanche-prediction infor- 
on _ We gape! in on a sunny 
: } the valley and the 
Speen. It was warm and 

iy and the picturesque view gave 
good idea as to what Shalabi 

is so appealing about this job. As 
bi began to dig and gather data 
emperature, snow depth and 


grain structure, our two-way radio 


kept up a constant stream of chatter, 
relaying messages about first aid 
requirements all over the mountain. 
Skiers and boarders were going down 
in droves, and it soon became appar- 
ent that this would not be a good day 
for snowpit digging since all hands 
were required for first aid. I checked 
with Patrol Control and by 11 a.m., 
they had already recorded eight pack- 
aged sled rides down the slopes to 
transfer patients to ambulances or 
give them a car ride to the hospital. 

At 3 p.m., I once again found 
myself on the Eagles East slopes, 
where I met Gibson and a guy 
named Martin Ederle to begin anoth- 
er of the day’s routines: sweeping the 
mountain. At the end of each day, all 
of the runs are cleared to ensure 
there are no stragglers or injured 
skiers left behind. Eagles East is 
always the first to be closed—the 
process involves a meticulous zigzag- 
ging of the entire slope and a lot of 
yodeling. (Apparently lost or injured 
skiers respond well to that warbled 
alpine call.) We even checked a cou- 
ple of hidden caves where kids some- 
times go in search of a little extra 
adventure. This slope was clear and, 
as Gibson and Ederle headed up for 
more, I called it a day. 

I had always known it takes a 
special breed to do this job, but 
spending just one day in their com- 
pany really brought that fact home 
to me. They work nine- and 10-hour 
shifts, four days on and four days 
off, for a starting wage of $8.50 an 
hour (although extra EMT or 
avalanche training bumps that total 
up to $10.50 an hour). Yes, they ski 
for free but they work their butts off 
and free skiing is not the job’s main 
draw. The turnover rate is fairly 
high, and it’s definitely not the kind 
of job that anyone makes into a 
career. But if you want some serious 
mountain safety and rescue training, 
work well with a team and love the 
outdoors, then the experience may 
be priceless. O 
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Snow Valley - 60cm base, 100%. of terrain open 


ALBERTA 

Castle Min - Closed until further notice 

Can. Olympic Park -2cm new snow, 45cm base 

Lake Louise - 3cm new snow, 159cm hase, 10 lifts, 111 runs and terrain park open 
Marmot Basin - 110 - 135cn base, all lifts and 84 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - trace new snow, 78 - 153cm hase, 5 lifts, 26 runs and half pipe open 
Nakiska - 50 - 123cm base, 5 lifts and 28 runs open 

Pass Powderkeg - 80cm base, open thursday - sunday 

Sunshine -4cm new snow, 157cm base, 12 lifts and 105 runs open, ski out open 
Tawatinaw - open, good conditions 


B.C. 

Apex - 102cm base, 3 lifts and 50 runs open 

Big White - 164cm base, 14 lifts and 90 runs 

Fernie - 152cm base, 10 lifts and 87 runs open 

Fairmont - 100% of terrain open 

Kicking Horse -2cm new snow, 157cm base, 100% of terrain open 
Kimberley - 59cm base, 4 lifts and 16 runs open, reduced rates in effect 
Mt. Weshington - Closed until further notice 

Panorama -3cm new snow, 26cm base, 9 lifts and 72 runs open 
Powder King - 150 -420cm base 

Powder Springs - lifts closed for season, cat powder open w/ spring conditions 
Red Mtn - Closed for season 

Silver Star - 164cm base, 10 lifts and 86 runs 

Sun Peaks - 115cm base, 10 lifts and 90 runs open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 124cm base, terrain park open 

Whitewater - 165cm base, spring conditions 


USA 


Big Mtn -2cm new snow, 20 - 147cm base, 5 lifts and 54 runs open, reduced tix rates 
Big Sky - 5cm new snow, 117 - 175cm hase, 17 lifts and 150 runs open, half pipe closed 


Crystal Mtn - 145cm base, 100% of terrain open 

49 Degrees - Closed for the season 

Great Divide Ski Area - 2cm new snow, 25 - 75cm hase 
Lookout Pass - Closed until further notice 


‘| Mt. Spokane - Closed until further notice 


| Schweitzer Mtn - Closed for the season 
Silver Mtn - Closed until further notice 


KICKING 
HO RSE) www.kickinghorseresort.com [© 
1 800 SKI-KICK | 


KICKING HORSE 
SKI & STAY PACKAGE Sha WN 
BANFF 


@ NORQUAY 


$s 20 - 
FROM 8 1 /PERSON 
COMEORT & Fumi 
Daily Ski Shuttle available upon request 
New Kitchen suites, Pool,Waterslide. 
Hot Tub, Sauna & Mtn Shuttle. Golden. BC © 
1-888-989-5566 www.sportsmanlodge.ca 
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Ad WINTER RESORT + NELSON, BC 
Pure, Simple & Real... DIEIEIP 


INFO:1.800.666.9420 


Toll Free 1-866-Go4-Snow | 
WWW.BANFFNORQUAY.COM | 


fall 
lines 


By HART GOLBECK 


Racin’ at the basin 


Canada's largest ski race took place last 
weekend at Marmot Basin as the annual 
Jasper Junior Olympics attracted more 
than 350 youths between the ages of 
four and 10 to their slopes. Racers com- 
peted in a giant slalom event on Satur- 
day and went head-to-head in a dual 
slalom event on Sunday. Weather and 
snow conditions were ideal as teams 
from all over Alberta took over not only 
the slopes but the parking lots as well, 
thanks to the numerous barbecues feed- 
ing the competitors and volunteers. 
Unfortunately | was parked beside one 
of these barbecues on Friday’s training 
day—you can only imagine the smell 
inside for our ride home. 


Peaking early 


Panorama’s Peak to Valley Race will take 
place on the March 31-April 2 weekend. 
It’s open to any four-person team—as 
long as the team includes at least one 
member of each sex. Make sure you 
pick three healthy friends because this 
race, as the name suggests, is a long 


one—about the same length as three 
GS courses. (Two racers compete on Fri. 
day and the other two on Saturday ) 
The team entry fee is $400, which 
includes a banquet, prizes and the 
always-coveted T-shirt. For more infor. 
mation and a registration form, visit the 
www.panoramaresort.com website. 


Crumbling Castle 


Castle Mountain Resort has reduced 
their hours of operation to weekend; 
only. Still trying to recover from horrible 
rains and warm temperatures, only the 
upper terrain is skiable and great skill is 
required to navigate the thin lower ter- 
rain back to a chair. Without a weathe; 
miracle, Castle’s season will come to a 
quick end, but if you're like me and you 
love their slopes, head out there, enjoy 
some spring skiing and support them in 
this time of need. I’m guessing the |ifi 
lines will be really short. 


Winter’s tales 


The Banff Centre for the Arts is offering 
a story- and snowboarding summit 
from March 24-28. This four-day work 
shop, which features storyboard artists 
and writers from Pixar, Disney and jim 
Henson Studios, is designed for media 
producers and artists who are looking 
to learn from and connect with some 
of the top story artists in North Ameri- 
ca. The summit also offers snowboard 
ing clinics at Sunshine Village from 
certified snowboard instructors. For 
more information and to register 
check out the Banff Centre for the Aris 
website at www.banffcentre.ca. @ 


Ski 
Be: <4 tips 


By COLIN CATHREA 


Carved for attention 


A great instructor at one of the local 
hills once showed me a new exercise to 
help get the feel of the new carving 
skis. First, we started with big round 
turns and “pedaled” the skis across the 
hill by taking little steps as we crossed 
the fall line and continued all the way 
into the next turn. When you transfer 
the weight to the uphill ski, you can 
feel what it’s like to have all your 


weight on that ski. If you then try to 
start the turn only on the uphill ski 
you will “feel the roll” as you start your 
next turn. So picture this: you're com 
ing across the hill on your uphill ski, 
and as you start a new turn, you roll 
your knee over. This ski is now the out 
side and “downhill” ski. 

Ultimately, you want to keep you: 
weight evenly distributed across both 
skis. To accomplish this, you'll need to 
properly absorb the shocks as you 
cruise over bumps and terrain changes 
(As you look back at your tracks, you 
should see what looks like a set of 
road tracks coming down the hill ) 
When you're carving properly, you C3" 
build up pressure many times you’ 
body weight on the edges of the skis 
Sometimes when you release all this 
built-up energy, the skis will actually 
take off from the snow and toss you 
into the air. It’s exhilarating and it lets 
you know that you are really using the 
skis to their full potential. @ 
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A flood of 
inspiration helped 
Wet Secrets 
assemble a live 
show and aCbD in 
under a week 


By DAVID BERRY 


en you decide that’you’re 

Wee: to found a band, record 

an album and rehearse for your 

first live show all in the space of a 

week, there are a few things you’re 
going to have to do differently. 

“You know, when you have a 
week to form a band, you kind of 
just take every good idea you get,” 
explains keyboardist Jeremy “Jeepers 
H. Crackers” Nischuk as he adjusts 
his position on the barstool. 

“Or kind-of-good idea,” adds 
‘rombonist Donna “Anal Leakagé” 
ball, nodding her head as the hustle 
of a busy bar goes by behind her. 

The two fast-acting musicians are 
Sitting in a local freehouse talking 
about the band-in-a-week phenom 
that is Edmonton's Wet Secrets, the 
five-piece “bizarro, campy, circusy” 
act formed by Ambrose Hamballs 
Bye Sell ftom Whitey Houston) and 

(Trevor Anderson of the Vertical 

ts) as a one-off attempt to see if 
they could put together a band, 
femplete with album, within seven 
_ well, that was kind of the 

“Well, they were like, ‘Hey we're 
80nna make a band.’ Then they 
booked a show—this was like, 
months ago—to make sure that they 
Would do it,” explains Leakagé, rest- 
ing her hands on her “Lenore” 


lunchbox. “But then they put it off 
and put it off and put it off until, 
like, a week before the show, and 
then they called the other three 
members of the band together, and 
were all like, “Okay, we have a show. 
Blah blah blah.’ We kind of hopped 
on the train.” 

“I think Trevor kind of got a ‘sick 
pleasure out of trying to put togeth- 
er an album in an incredibly short 
amount of time,” adds Crackers, 
somewhat forlornly. 

But even if the band was born 
more out of procrastination and 
sadism than a desire to experiment 
musically, Wet Secrets did indeed get 
things together and play their first 
show a week after forming, thanks in 
no small part to their aforemen- 


tioned willingness to accept whatey- 


| INSTANT BAND 


er ideas they came up with first. 
“Instead of, like, sitting back, and 
saying like, ‘Oh, we should write a 
song about: blah, and it should have 
blah, blah, blah,’” explains Leakagé, 
rubbing her chin in a mock-preten- 
tious manner, “it was like, ‘Let’sgo- 
fuckingdothisnow: Ahhhhh!!! 

“For our first rehearsal,” she con- 
tinues, “we had no songs, but we 
had song titles. We had long, 
thought-out song titles. Those 
stemmed from the tuba player [Kim 
Rackel, a.k.a. Fifi Von Boozerausen] 
working at a car wash for a year in 
that little booth, with nothing, all 
day. She just brought a weird string 
of them to rehearsal, and now all her 
fabulous song titles have come to 
life, because we had no other ideas. 
It’s like, Okay, let’s write a song 
called ‘Needles in My Salami’ or 


’ The success of my Secrets 


Whale/Half-Cow.’” 


AND EVEN THOUGH the fivesome 
were originally supposed to do only 
one show together, they've since 
decided to do it all again: they’re 
remastering their album—it turns 
out that when you only have a week, 
the first cuts are a little rough—and 
getting it prepped for their second 
show of all time, an official CD 
release party at New City. And this 


. time, they expect to be a little better, 


prepared to take the stage. 

“When we recorded the CD,” 
Crackers explains, “it was the first 
time we were together as a group, 
and we rehearsed all the songs 
together a few times, but when we 
had to make the record, we sort of 
split up and did our parts separately. 
Playing alone helps to get the part in 
your mind, but you need to know 
what other people are doing too.” 

“Yeah, I knew my parts,” adds 
Leakagé, “but onstage, it was sort of 
like, ‘Oh, what am | doing for this 
song? Am I playing percussion, am I 
playing my trombone? I don’t 
know.’ We didn’t rehearse the night 
before the show or the night of the 


show at all, and with seven days to - 


put a band together and you don’t 
rehearse for two of those days—it led 
to a little bit of ‘Oh. Oh! Oh god!’ 

“I kind of went with the smiling 
and having fun thing,” she contin- 
ues, “even though it was kind of like 
[singing] ‘I'm not sure what we’re 
doing here/Oh well/I’ll bang this 
thing together.’ Then, ‘Hey, look, 
shakers! Oh, fuck, I'm supposed to 
be playing my trombone!’ It hap- 
pens.” © 


THE WET SECRETS CD RELEASE 
With All Purpose Voltage Heroes and the 
Frosted Tipz * New City * Thu, Mar 24 


THU 


pi7s) PATRICK'S DAY 


The Vancouver legend is joined by RONNIE HAYWARD and 
JAY JOHNSON with guests JOHN GULIAK and THE MIKE 
McDONALD BROADBAND. 


THE FABULOUS BEEFEEDERS 


CD Release party with guests MOSES MAYES. 


COLDSPOT 


CD Release Party with guests 
EUPHONIC and CHALKLINE! 


MOBADASS 


Under the covers Sundays w/ DJ DUDEMAN 


TOLAN MCNEIL 
AND DAVE LANG 


E — 3 EAc. 
Victoria's one and only with guests JEFF STUART. 


HONEYSUCKLE 


Punishing rock n‘ roll! with guests DAGGERMOUTH, 
RACING TO RED LIGHTS and TRAIN 70 HAWAII 


THE RETRO FITZ 


Edmonton's all-star 11 piece party band. Old school R&B, soul, 
funk and disco madness! 


THE SWIFTYS 


Local country legends celebrate their 3rd anniversary with 
guests BUDD PLUGGSDT & TEX-ASS MIKEY and ROMI MAYES 


MELISSA MAJEAU tHe muse 


Bon voyage show with guests THE SILVER SPURS and 
CAM PENNER & THE GRAVEL ROAD 
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APR Qi Wik ote THE NIGHTLIFE 


™ = 


@ BEN SPENCER ann GUESTS 
rurmne THELYNCH BROTHERS ¢ MARCH 2i 


9:00 PM - NO COVER $3.75 SLEEMANS PINTS $3.50 HI-BALLS 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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‘Santa Raped My Weasel’ or ‘Half- 
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aNnD ROSS MOROZ 


Unearthing the Dirtbags 


The Dirtbags * With the Richard- 
sons, No Verdict, Beer Baron and 
London Disturbance Force * The 
Shark Tank ¢ Fri, Mar 18 In the 
‘60s, thanks to his commitment to the 
U.S. Army and the general evolution of 
rock ‘n’ roll, Elvis Presley lost his status 
as the most popular entertainer in the 
world, though the King did manage to 
regain much of his former glory with 


his legendary ‘68 comeback special. 
While local punk act the Dirtbags 
never starred in a series of terrible 
beach movies or were drafted into the 
Armed Forces, there hasn’t been a 
Dirtbags show for long time now—so 
long, it seems, that the band deemed 
it necessary to hold an official come- 
back show this Friday. 

Nevertheless, the Dirtbags don’t 
seem too worried about having 
slipped off the radar of local punk fans. 
“There are a lot of really good kids and 
they're all pretty loyal,” says bassist 
Colby MacBeth. “We haven't played in 
a long time, so | hope they’ve missed 
us. The all-ages scene in Edmonton 
has always been pretty into us, so 
that’s why we keep doing it.” 

Another motivating factor behind 
the Dirtbags reunion is their belief that 
they are in some ways punk-rock 
preservationists. “We've been a band 
for a while, and | think we represent 
the scene the way it used to be, when 
there weren’t all these different scenes 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 23RD 


CD RELEASE PARTY 
THE BRAVERY & 
BECK'S GUERO 


WIN LIMITED EDITION COPIES AND MORE 
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competing,” MacBeth explains. “In 
Edmonton right now, it’s like every 
punk band is hyphenated—you know, 
‘something-punk.’ Everything has 
these classifications now.” 

MacBeth also thinks that much of 
his frustration with the state of Edmon- 
ton’s punk community stems from a 
subtle form of class struggle. “We're 
pretty working-class,” he says. “We 
started off playing parties in kids’ base- 
ments with shit gear, and that was 
cool. We played a show once with [a 
generic Sherwood Park-based ‘punk’ 
band], and their motherfuckin’ bass 
player had, like, a $4,000 rig and two 
identical $2,000 bass guitars. There's 
no need for anyone to have thousands 
of dollars of gear. It’s not about that.” 

Asked about the possibility of 
MacBeth’s commitment to his other 
band, the decidedly more artsy Mark 
Birtles Project, causing another 
extended hiatus for the Dirtbags, 
MacBeth is somewhat nonplussed. “| 
don’t know,” he says, adding sarcasti- 
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cally, “I mean, you don’t want to over- 
expose yourself; you don’t want peo- 
ple to get sick of you.” (RM) 


Grass shortage? 


wnee Deep in Grass + With the 
pompadours * New City * Thu, 
Mar 17 There comes a time in every 
band’s career when the members must 
decide what's more important to 
them, playing music or living life, and 

| Knee Deep in Grass, Edmonton’s pre- 
mier southern-rock jam band, are no 
exception. After more than a decade 

: of getting together twice a week to 

_ rehearse and share a few brews with 
his buds, singer/guitarist Kris Bodnaruk 
decided juggling a job, wife, kids, 
school and a band was just too much 
to handle. For a while it even looked 
like they were going to hang up the 

guitars for good, and the local rumour 
mill started to buzz that St. Patrick’s 
Day would mark their last show. Lucki- 
ly, drummer Chris Kerr says they've 
managed to find a decent compromise 

that will keep everyone jamming. 

“Originally we were gonna kinda 
call it quits,” he says, “but as the 
weeks went on, we thought, ‘Well 
yknow, we're still getting calls to go 
do shows and stuff like that, so maybe 
3 we should just do less shows.’ We’re 
still gonna keep playing; we're not 
calling it quits. We’re gonna keep 
doing the festival circuit in the summer 
and keep playing some of the nicer 

venues in Edmonton over the year.” 

7 Because they were all friends 
before forming the band and Bod- 
naruk is an integral part of their sound, 

"finding a replacement for him was 

never considered an option. But now 
that their schedule has been toned 
down, they might have to look else- 
Where to get their jamming fix. “We 
Might have to go get some on the 
Side,” says Kerr, noting that things are 
already in the works with bassist Jesse 
Young and some other folks. “He 
wants to start a rock band, that’s kinda 
right down our alley. We've been 
doing that for a while.” (PD) 


_ Spokane social scene 


junior Bloomsday * With Vita- 
minsforyou * Victory Lounge « 
Sat, Mar 19 On any list of great Amer- 
ican cities, Spokane probably won't rate 
a mention; nevertheless, local 
‘inger/songwriter Jeff Wickstrom is 
apparently smitten with the midsized 
burg in Washington state: Wickstrom’s 
‘ongtime project, Division and Welles- 
©; is a reference to a major intersection 
in the city’s centre, and his new ven- 
ure, Junior Bloomsday, is a reference to 
Spokane’s semi-famous marathon. 

‘It’s more of my fascination with 
Spokane coming out,” Wickstrom 
its, blaming a childhood love of 
hile eevision for his Spokane- 
aA '@- “Anyone who grew up in 

monton probably got a couple of 
channels from Spokane, and | guess 
when ! was a kid that was my image of 
the United States for a long time. The 
mes just come from this romanti- 
ized vision of the world that | had as a 

id, and that | think I’ve carried with 
me a bit.” 

As cool and esoteric as his projects’ 

ames are, one has to wonder why 
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Electric Frankenstein * New City * Thu, March 10 © reVUE While the rest of the 
rock world bends over backwards to contort rock into strange and new sonic configu- 
rations, Electric Frankenstein is sticking to the basics, serving up a heaping plate of 
high-voltage rock 'n’ roll that’s equal parts steak and sizzle Unfortunately, after 13 
years, even well-played and well-executed rock doesn't generate the kind of buzz that 
packs venues and shakes them to the core. The band attracted a decent turnout at 
New City last Thursday, but the mostly older scenesters simply ambled to the front like 


they 
ously | 
for something new 


Wickstrom bothered coming up with a 
second moniker. Like Division and 
Wellesley, junior Bloomsday gravitates 
towards melodic pop and features 
Wickstrom as its only member, but 
Wickstrom insists the two endeavours 
are different enough to deserve sepa- 
rate identities. “I started writing songs 
that | assumed would be Division and 
Wellesley songs,” he says, “but once | 
got a drum machine, they started 
evolving and ended up feeling unique 
enough to warrant its own name and 
its own project. When | first started 
doing Division and Wellesley, | think | 
gravitated towards really quiet, sparse 
stuff because | thought that’s all one 
guy with a guitar could do.” 
Wickstrom’s mind was changed, 
however, when he began to acquire a 
collection of musical toys. “Lately,” he 
says, “I've been realizing that, by 
using electronic instruments, you can 
get a fuller sound without involving 
other people.” i 
Since either Junior Bloomsday or 
Division and Wellesley could easily tour 
in a Volkswagen, Wickstrom is planning 
on taking the show on road (Junior 
Bloomsday already has a show booked 
in Calgary), although there are no 
plans as yet to visit the mystical land of 
Spokane. “People there probably 
wouldn't get it,” Wickstrom laughs. “It 
would be like if some band called 
‘Jasper and 109th’ played here.” (RM) 


Nails in the coffin 


Death Hammer ° With Stay in the 
Shadows, Blacklisted, Noise Con- 
vulsion and Self-Rule * Above Ink 
Machine Custom Tattoo (9523 
Jasper Ave) * Sat, Mar 19 (all 
ages) Even though harder-edged 
music is going through a mainstream 
renaissance at the moment, there are 
still thousands of heavy bands across 
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e standing in line for Buffet World. Mature crowds are cool and there's obvi- 
S puke and broken glass to clean up in their wake, but they just don’t hunger 
like the kids do. Nobody wants to go to a show full of teenybop- 

some happy 


dium to keep the energy up. (PD) 


North America who have a hard time 
finding an audience. Of course, every 
city has venues catering to various 
marginal subgenres of music, but if 
you're on the fringes, playing extreme 
metal and punk, it can still be difficult 
to find a show. That's where small, 
grassroots production companies 
come in, renting halls or any other 
available spaces for all-ages gigs. In 
Edmonton, one company filling that 
niche is Throatpunch Productions, 
which will be hosting its first show this 
weekend in a space once infamous for 
punk shows: the old Multipurpose 
Rumpus Room. Throatpunch was start- 
ed by Jason (that’s just Jason, a.k.a. 
Anal Blood Fart when onstage with 
Death Hammer) to release a compila- 
tion disc of Canadian and European 
talent called No One Fucking Cares, 
which is still being mastered, but 
should be out in May. 

In the meantime, he’s putting on 
the odd show to highlight some of the 
bands on the CD and to foster unity 
amongst the city’s thriving punk and 
metal scene. “Throatpunch is gonna 
be more dedicated to the heavier side 
of things,” explains Jason. “There'll be 
crusty punk stuff still, but more grind- 
core and metal. I’ve noticed, with all- 
ages shows, there’s not much going 
on in Edmonton. I’m just trying to do 
something for the kids and trying to 
help out more local bands. | also like 
getting out-of-town bands to play as 
much as possible.” 

During the ‘80s, bands like DRI 
bridged the gap between the often 
warring factions of punk and metal, a 
tradition Throatpunch wants to contin- 
ue. “[DRI] were one of the first bands 
taking metal and crossing it over with 
punk,” says Jason. “Which is good, 
because there always used to be a big 
hate-on between punks and metal- 
heads.” (PD) 


www NEw citycompound.com 
innsei Jasper Meee 
call 429-2582 for info 
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 

KNEE DEEP IN GRASS 

THE POMPADOURS 
WWW.kneedeepingrass.com 
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_ SATURDAY MARCH 19 INTHE LOUNGE 
Win a POT OF "GOLD" featuring “gold” edition alhums by 
Rick James, Parliament, Kool & the Gang and more! 
DJs COOL CURT & BREAK FLUID — 
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THURS. MARCH 24 
The Wet Secrets CD Release 


(Members of Whitey Houston 
& The Vertical Struts) 


The All Purpose Voltage Heroes 
The Frosted Tipz 
Introducing Tash as DJ Testa Clesherg 


$5! Cheep hooze! 


THURS MARCH 31 
POLITIC LIVE 

REZ OFFICIAL 
CLIPPAZ 


PHRESHLY SQUEEZED 
D1 J-SOUL on the 1's and 2's all night long 
Hosted by MiC & OLIVIA CHENG 


Friday 
A 


Friday April 1, 2005 
JOEL PLASKETT & 

PETER ELKAS: 

ALONE AND TOGETHER 
EARLY SHOW: 

DOORS AT 8, SHOW AT 9 


THURS APR 7-PREMONITIONS OF WAR : 10N DISSONANCE : DESPISED ICON 
Tues April 19 Fat Possum Recording Artists THEE SHAMS w/ guests 
Thurs. April 14 FLUFFGIRL BURLESQUE ROADSHOW : LES MODS 
SUNDAY MAY 8TH + MAGNOLIA ELECTRIC CO. ; FIELD AND STREAM 
Thurs. May 12th UK Punk Legends THE VIBRATORS w/ guests 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAR 17, 2005 


1. Jack Johnson — In Between Dreams (brushfire) 
2. Mars Volta - Frances The Mute (universal) 
3. lan Tyson - Songs From The Gravel Road (stony plain) 
4. Thievery Corporation - The Cosmic Game (es!) 
5. Bright Eyes — 'm Wide Awake It’s Moming (saddle creek) 
6. Iron & Wine - Women King (sub pop) 
7. And You'll Know Us By The Trail Of Dead - 
Worlds Apart (interscope) 
8. Doves - Some Cities (emi) 
9. Bright Eyes — Digital Ash In A Digital Um (saddle creek) 
10. LCD Soundsystem -.LCD Soundsystem (dfa) 
11. Buena Vista Social Club - 
Manue! Guajiro Mirabal (nonesuch) 
12. Colin Linden - Southern Jumbo (true north) 
13. Storyboard - Storyboard (sbmusic) 
4. The Chemical Brothers — Push The Button (virgin) 
15. Kings Of Leon - Aha Shake Heartbreak (rca) 
16. Beautiful Joe - Cover Up (indelible) 
17. One Be Lo -s.0.n.0.g.r.a.m. (fat beats) 
18. Arcade Fire — Funeral (merge) ‘ 
19. The Postal Service - We Will Become Silhouettes (sub pop) 
20. Combichrist - Everybody Hates You (metropolis) 
21. Torn Russell — Hotwalker (hightone) 
22. Entrance - Wandering Stranger (fat possum) 
23. Billy Cowsell - Live From The Crystal Ballroom (indelible) 
24. Wumpscut - Blondi (metropolis) 
25. As | Lay Dying - Frail Words Collapse (metal blade) 
26. Vif Doom —_MM...Food (rhymesayers) ' 
27. Madeleine Peyroux - Careless Love (rounder) 
28. Neko Case - The Tigers Have Spoken (mint) 
29. The Fiery Furnaces - EP (rough trade) 
30. Stars - Set Yourself On Fire (arts & crafts) 


BOOM BIP 


BLUE EVED IN THE RED ROOM 


Cincinnati native Bryan Hollon has switched 
things up a bit on his latest album Blue Eyed 
in The Red Room. Everything on the album 
was played live by Hollon himself. Nina 
Nastasia does vocals on the last track and 
Gruff Rhys was brought in also giving the 
album a totally different feel. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


"Sale now 


WUEWEEKLY 


Fax ir free listings 
to ‘426-2889 or 

e-mail to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 


Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 
SSS 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison and Derina 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Open stage jam; 8pm- 
midnight 


.BLUES ON WHYTE Dv-Rite 


Aces 


BUD'S LOUNGE Chad and 
Tawa Alexander, Carmen Cook 
(host); 8-11pm. 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage hosted 
by Ron Taylor; 7:30-10pm 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Colleen Rae and Comerstone 
(pop/country) 


CEILI'S East Coast Thursday 
nights: Screech; Ipm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DUKE OF ARGYLE Shaun 
Donaldson and guest; 8pm- 
lam 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FESTIVAL PLACE The 
Western Canadian Experience: 
featuring RCMP Pipes and 
Drums of Strathcona County, 
Caledonian Pipes and Drums, 
Maria Dunn, Alex Macintyre, 
Laura Vinson and Free Spirit, 
Dale Ladouceur; 7:30pm; $26 
(cabaret)/$24 (theatre 
seating); tickets available at 
Festival Place box office, 
Ticketmaster 


FOUR ROOMS Bill Prouten 


FOX The Sessions; 7pm 
(door), 9pm (music), Dj at 
midnight; no cover 


GRINDER Open stage hosted 
by Chili-D-Fiddy; 9-12pm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with the Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-12:30am 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Third 
Time Harm; $4 (after 9pm) 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Knee Deep in Grass, The 
Pompadours; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $5 


RED'S Complete, Radio for 
Help, Pertect Blue, Shots; all 
ages event; 6pm (door), 8pm; 
4 


SIDETRACK CAFE Herald Nix 
with Ronnie Hayward and jay 
Johnson, john Guliak, The 
Mike McDonald Broadband; 
8pm; $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Left Nut, 
Son of a Gun, Dudley Dawson; 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL World 
Music: Shaykh Mohamed el- 
Helbawy with Inshad 
Ensemble; 8pm; $5 


WINSPEAR CEMTRE /n the 
Grand Tradition: Presented by 
the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Ivars Taurins 
(conductor), featuring Nathalie 
Paulin (soprano), Marie-Nicole 
Lemieux (contralto), members 
of the Richard Eaton Singers 
(Leonard Ratzlaff, director); 
8pm; $21-$60 


Dus 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 


Animation Station: trip hop, 
drum ‘n’ bass with MC Deadly, 
Gundam, Dale Force 

BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
D} Squiggles 


* ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 


Thursday Ladies Night: Top 
40, R&B, retro with Urban 
Metropolis 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 
GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI D} Jeff 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub A Dub Thursdays: Reggae, 
ska, dub with Jebus and His 
Apostles 

NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave 
with DJ Miss Mannered and 
guests; no minors 

POWER PLANT Ship Night 
for resident students 

RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with D] Mumps, 
Dj Dusty Crates 
RENDEZVOUS Metal Night 
with D] McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 


Weakest Link game with D) 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Champagne 
Paradise Xperience: with 3rd 
Street Beat Performing 


SAVOY Funk and downtempo | 


with Ben Jamin 
SEEDY’S DJ night | 


STANDARD Limited Edition 
Thursdays Feat: with DJs 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40 
dance, R&B 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 

Substance: hip hop/R&B end 
of exams ing with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, J-Money, Sean 8 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM: Electro synth pop hip 
hop with DJ Nik? and 
Cadence Weapon; 8pm; $5 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS DJs Wunderbar 
Hofbrauhaus: Punk with Robin 
Schroffel 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 
ee) 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 

BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Acoustic open stage; 7:30- 
10pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Du-Rite 
Aces 

BOGANI CAFE Audrey and 
Roy Stewart; 6:30-9:30pm; $7 
BO'S BAR AND GRILL Blue 
Gator; 8pm; no cover 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Colleen Rae and Comerstone 
(pop/country) 

(CEMLI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 


DUKE OF ARGYLE Shaun 
Donaldson and guest; 8pm- 
lam 


FESTIVAL PLACE Raylene 
Rankin and Archie Fisher 
(Celtic); 7:30pm; $24 
(cabaret)/$22 (theatre 
seating); tickets available at 
Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Sillan and 


Young 
JJ'S 1.D.K. (rock) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Harpe [azz (Celtic jazz); 
7:30pm; $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind ('60s/'70s 
pop/rock); no cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Crush; 
$4 (after 8pm) 


LEGENDS PUB Big Dig 
PEPPERS Love Junk - 


RED'S Trooper, S.1.N.; 7pm; 
$17.95; tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Red’s 


ROSEBOWL The 
Shufflehound (blues/roots); 
9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 


SEEDY'S Dead City Serpents, 
Rock'n; $6. 

SHARK TANK Dirtbags, The 
Richardsons, Beer Baron, 
London Disturbance Force, No 
Verdict; 7pm (door); $7 
(member)/$8 (non-member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Fabulous Bee Feeders (CD 
release party), Moses Mayes 


STARLITE ROOM The Ennis 
Sisters, Brock Skywalker and 
His Irregular Heartbeats; no 
minors; 8pm (door); tickets 
available at TicketMaster, 
Southside Sound, Megatunes 


UNION HALL Go; 9pm (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard 
Smile; $5 


WEST END CHRISTIAN. 
REFORMED CHURCH African 
Stories Encore: Kokopelli Choir, 
Oran; 8pm; $15 (adult)/$13 
(student/senior)/$8 (6-12 
yrs)/free (under 6); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The 
mae Project; $32-$46; tickets 
available at the Winspear box 
office 428-1414 


VARDBIRD SUITE Brett Miles, 
The Ark of Nine; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $7 
(member)/$11 (guest); tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


ZENARI'S Marco Claveria 


CLASSICAL 
a 


CONVOCATION HALL Strings 
par Excellence: Featuring 
Martin Riseley (violin), 
Guillaume Tardif.(violin), Alycia 
Au (violin), Aaron Au (viola), 
Tanya Prochazka (cello); 8pm; 
$20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


MUTTART HALL Ralph Maeir 
and Brad Mahon; $20 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/ 
member); tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 420-1757 


ROBERTSON WESLEY 
UNITED CHURCH Music 
Down in My Soul: Cantilon 
Chamber Choir; 7:30pm; $8 
(individual)/$30 (family); 
tickets available at TIX on the 
Square, door 


BUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’'S NIGHTCLUB Dance 
party with Dj Alvaro 
DECADANCE Ladies Night: 
Deep sexy funky beats with D] 
Smooy and guests; rio cover 
DEWEY’S LOUNGE 
Outrageous Fridays: Hip- 
hop/urban with Jsmilz 
ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
With Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with Dj Christian 


HALO Mod Club: “60s with D} 
Blue Jay, DJ Trav VD; $5 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Your AA Meeting: with 
Anarchy m and Jebus 


» Aces 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Trasheteria: Dogbeat, yipsy- 
core, hairhop with Micropulse 
and Miss Mannered 


ONE ON WHYTE Retro, top 
40, R&B with D] Crownroyal 


POWER PLANT Crush On: 
Top 40 with DJ Redpoint 


RATT immediate Gratification 
Fridays: with DJ Kung Fu Grip 


THE ROOST U, irs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with D) Outtawak 
Downstalrs: Dj Jazzy; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples D] 
Spinning 


SAVOY D] Busy 8; no cover 


STANDARD All New 6107 
Fridays: Hosted by Harman B 
and Dj Kwake, live to air 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Chad 


VICTORY LOUNGE Vindictive 
Metal Fridays: Hosted by The 
Vindictive Bastard and quests 


SAT. 


LIVE MUSIC 
a 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden (jazz piano); 7- 
10pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Jay Derkach 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: Dynarouge; 
4-6pm; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Du-Rite 


BO'S BAR AND GRILL Blue 
Gator; 8pm; no cover 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Colleen Rae and Cornerstone 


(pop/country) 


DRUID (Jasper Avenue) 
Stewart Bendall; 4-7pm | 


DRUID (South) Captain 
Tractor (CD release party), The 
Wheat Pool, Will Preville; 8pm; 
$10 (adv)/$12 (door); tickets 
available at Druid, O’Byrne’s 


DUKE OF ARGYLL Shaun 
Donaldson and guest; 8pm- 
lam 


ESPRESSO STATION jazz 
Café: Featuring Sandy Foster; 
7pm 

FESTIVAL PLACE Alberta 
Bound for Austin: Ann Vriend, = | 
Joanne and Haley Myrol, | 
Samantha King, Shuyler } 
Jansen, Shawn Jonasson (from | 
the Swiftys); 7:30pm; $20; | 
tickets available at Festival | 
Place box office, TicketMaster | 


FOUR ROOMS Sillan and 
Young 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Rollanda Lee (jazz); 
7:30pm; $5 ‘ 

J..'5 1.D.K. (rock) 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Crush; 
$4 (after 8pm) 


LEGENDS PUB Big Dig 
PEPPERS Love Junk 


POWERPLANT Arrowairls 
Battle of The Bands: Pi Beta 
Phi Sorority, Last Man Down, 
Measured by the Inch, Anti- 
Alias, Raining Confusion, 
Stereo Therapy; no minors; 
8pm (door); $5 (door) 


RAMADA INN Magilla Funk 
Conduit, Lovertine, Viajante, 
Patti Emme; 7pm; $25 
(adv)/$30 (door); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 
RENDEZVOUS Deatli Toll 
Rising, Quietus, Order of 
Chaos 

SEEDY'S Rum Runner, First Aid 
Kit; $6 


SACRED HEART SCHOOL 3) 
Boume, Terry Morrison and 
John Gorham, Musica Sud 
Americana, Global Voices 
Multicultural Choir; all ages 
event; 7pm; $12; tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 
SECOND CUP The 


Shufflehound (blues/roots); 
10pm; no cover 


SERBIAN HALE Sonora 
Tropical, D] Jose-Jose; 7pm 
(door); $15 (adv)/$17 (doo:) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Coldspo: 
(CD release party), Euphonic 
Chalkline 


SPRUCE AVE HALL Stillfram, 
(CD release), Complete, 
Change Methodical, Ender. 
Hundred Acre Wood, Except 
My Life; all ages event; 6pm 
(door), 7pm (show); $10 


STARLITE ROOM America 
Rosa, Dj Moreno and quest D} 
9pm; $12 (adv)/$17 (door); 
tickets available at TIX on the 


Square 


THE TAPHOUSE Freeburn. 
(rock and roll); 9:30pm; $3 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard 
Smile; $5 


YARDBIRD SUITE Mobius 

Quartet; 8pm (door), 2 p~ 

(show); # (member)/$17 
uest); tickets available at 
icketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble 


* with Northern Alberta Honor 


Band; 7:30pm; $10 
(student/senior)/$15 (adult) 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 
MacDONALD U of A Madrical 
Singers; Leonard Ratzlaff 
(conductor); 6pm (cocktails) 
6:30pni (dinner); $100 
FESTIVAL PLACE Sally 
Dibblee; 8pm; $30; tickets 
available at Edmonton Opera 
box office 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Corn 
of the Other Animols: 
Symphony for Kids presented 
by the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; 2pm; $19-525 
(adult)/$11-$15 (child up to 


12) 
DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 0} 
Escapade Entertainment 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays 
retro dance, house with 
Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB D/ 
Arrowchaser 
DECADANCE Static: Hou’ 
with Lo and Tomek * 
ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with Bj Christian 


HALO Those Who Know: 
House with D} Jr. Brown, 
quests; no cover 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
party with Dj 420 
NEWCASTLE PUB 0) Shawn 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


‘Ass Shakin’ Funk with Coo! 
Curt and Breakfluid 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Pun/ait pea espe with Blue 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ONE ON WHYTE Music 4 The 
Masses: Retro, top 40, R&B 
with DJ] Crownroyal 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip 
hop, rock, Brit pop with 5 
Master F 

THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, ne 
music with Dj Jazzy th 
Downstairs: Retro music" 


DJ Dan and Mike; $4 (mem 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Rum Jungle '° 
endary Saturdays: Hip Hop, 
Old School and R&B 


STANDARD Live to Air 95% 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top “° 


E@_ _swarcu 17-23, 2005 


)X Transit Radio, The New 
an Bloodpipeos; $3 
O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie jam; 
9:30pm 


Melissa Maj 
Vitalis, Carrie 
ee } 2p nach 


RAMADA INN Grande Finale: 
Featuring Lyrin Miles with Bob 
Jahrig, 8pm; $15; 
available at TIX on the Square 
ROSEBOWL jam with the 
Swamptlowers; 10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Under the 
Covers Sundays: D) 

uderman, Ipm; $6 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
1001 1-109 St, 424-6644 


AMISKWACIY ACADERIY 101 
Airport Rd, 425-4644 ext. 6 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307.99 
St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
\03240-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
+18 

BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
1236-118 Ave, 454-2211 


1 

| CERNARD SNELL HALL Foyer, 
Walter Mackenzie Health 

Sciences Centre, 

Hospital, 492-8109 


16625 St 
484-7751 i 


"40% Doc 
425-82 Ave. 439-1082 
Stes Tabere aeesae 
Bot ou warns 10329-82 
pacar 2023-111 St, 


Boors 1O242-106 st, 423.5014 
80'S BAR AKD cri 
lasper Ave, 497-7309 '°525 


SAVOY French Pop mixed 
with Deja Dj 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 


beats 
Dfekt, quests 


LIVE MUSIC 


AMISKWACIY ACADEMY 
Asani, Arabian Ensemble, West 
as Ensemble; 7-10pm; 


L.B.'S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-lam; no cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage Mondays hosted by Ben 
Spencer with The Lynch 
Brothers; 9pm; no cover 


CLASSICAL 


SNELL HALL 
Hear’s to Your Health: Ann 
Marie Hoover (soprano), Nora 
Bumanis (harp), Julia Shaw 
(harp), Patricia Tao (piano); 
Spm; free 
CONVOCATION HALL 
Gelebrating Bach's 320th 
Birthday: Noon hour organ 
recital; free 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Dj 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Ashley 
Love and Dj Alvaro 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Margins 


ann EET en, 
i 


‘CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433- 
8152 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426-5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462- 
6565 


CONVOCATION HALE U of A 
Campus, 420-1757 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, 
U of A Campus, 492-3101 


DRUID (Jasper Avenue) 11606 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DRUID (South) 2940 Calgary 
Trail, 465-6800 

DUKE OF ARGYLL 7230 Argyll 
Rd, 468-6717 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
ATA-SSS4 


EDMONTON GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB 6201-163 St, 
487-4844 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE WEM, 
489-1330 


ESPRESSO STATION 4707-49 
Ave, Stony Plain. 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 
McDONALD 10065-100 St, 428- 
2929 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 1051182 
Ave, 432-5224 


FIRST MENNONITE CH! 
3650-91 St, 420-1757 


of Sound Mondays: 
jase = 
eh Baggy and Pote 2” r 


FILTHY MCNASTY’'S Metal 
Mondays with DJ SWAG. 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Manic 


; Old skool R&B, hi 
hewn Harman B and oy 
Kwake 

VICTORY LOUNGE iPod 
Mondays: Be your own DJ, 
bring your iPod 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS 12” Mondays: 
Americana, indie, reggae with 
DJ Insight 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open jam with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and guest 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


MEGATUNES Choke (jazz, 
punk, metal); all ages event; 
Spm; free 

O'BYRNE'S Celtic pight with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Tolan 
McNeill and Dave Lang with 
the Spread Eagles, Jeff Stuart; 
8pm; $7 

URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 
VICTORY LOUNGE Robin 
Black, Under; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $10 (adv); tickets 
available at TicketMaster, 
Listen, Megatunes, FS (WEM), 
Victory Lounge 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam with 
Doug Organ; 8pm (door), 
9pm (show); $3 


CLASSIC 


CONVOCATION HALL Piano 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426- 
4767 


FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488- 
4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blyd, 438-1907 


JJ.’S 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 436- 
4403 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.'S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 


LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, 479- 
7488 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345-105 
St, 484-2211 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 St, 468- 
A964 


MEGATUNES 10355 Whyte Ave, 
434-6342 


MUTTART HALL Alberta 
College, 10050 Macdonald Dr, 
489.9580 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 
490-1999 


Masterclass: Jean-Paul Sevilla; 
3:30-Spm; free 


Sa 
BILLY BOB‘S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva with D) Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D} Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with Dj Whit-Ford 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo: 
Hosted by King Flux Alpha and 
DJ Dildozer 


ONE ON WHYTE Dj SPINOFF: 
with DJs: DJ Propahh, Dj 
Dragon, Dj Bijoux 

PEPPERS Request Night with 
the Wyld Stallionz 

THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with D) Janny; 8-mii night; $1 
| (member)/$4 (non-member) 

| 


SEEDY’S Tuesday Nights with 
D} Miss Mannered 


'WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Djs; Reggae, ska 


| LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic; 8pm. o 


| friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 


| HALL Little Flower open stage 


| hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


| 

| SIDETRACK caré 

| Honeysuckle, Daggermouth, 
Racing to Red Lights, Train to 

| Hawaii; $8 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Dry Kill 

| Logic, Mammoth, Some Won 
Spit; all ages event: 7pm 

| (door); tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 

| Megatunes, Listen, Freecloud, 

| FS (WEM), Victory Lounge 


ae 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 


Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm $ 


| URBAN LOUNGE Battle of the 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414- 
6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 
437-7699 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, St. 
Albert Trail, 111 Ave, 451-8000 


PLEASANTVIEW HALE 10860- 
57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 
492-3101 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
THEATRE 12845-102 Ave, 420- 
1787 


RAMADA INN 11834 Kingsway 
Ave, 420-1757 


RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 
7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, 
U of A Campus 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


CHURCH 10209-123 St, 420- 
V7S7(A84-1425 


THE ROOST 1034-104 St, 426- 
3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482- 
2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


RUM JUNGLE 2687, 8882-170 
St, 4886-9494 


SACRED HEART SCHOOL Gym 
9625-108A Ave, 448-1505 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SECOND CUP 11802 Jasper Ave, 


WUEWEEKLY 


| 


SSeS 


Bands: Longeny Down, 
Rorschach, The New Vain; $5 


FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
Quintetten: Sempre \a Musica; 
8pm; $16 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, 
Gramophone 


McDOUGALL UNITED 

CHI Music Wednesdays 
at Noon: Yoko Wong and 
Mikiko Kohjitani (violin and 
viola); 12:10-12:50; free 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 
and guests 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch with Dj Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Punk 
rock, electroshock with Dj 
Eddy Toonflash 

FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Bar Star College Nite 
with D} Rock *n' Rogers 
LEGENDS PUB Hip-Hop/R&B 
with D} Spincycle 

LE GLOBE D) Moreno 
GUILTY MARTINI Dj Sunny 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Gong Show: Glam, rock ‘n’ 
roll, metal, ‘70s to now with 
Skinny | 

POWER PLANT Wildside 
Wednesdays: Heavy metal with 
Metal John 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: 
Funk, disco, soul with Junior 
Brown 

THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
Dj} Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 

SEEDY’S Dj night 


SIDETRACK CAFE Revolving 
Mystery with guest D) 


Wild Feat with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Blue 
Velvet: Urban electronica with 


VICTORY LOUNGE Retro rock 


| 
| Derelict and Soulus 
| 
| 
| 


with the Juggernaut 


WUNDERBAR HOF. 
BRAUHAUS Hardcore Djs 


451-2764 
SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


SERBIAN HALL 12920-112 St, 
472-0532 


SHARK TANK 10249-97 St, 
231-9700 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SPRUCE AVE HALL 10240-115 
Ave 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 433- 
2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 
451-8000 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 201, 
10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


THE TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 420- 
1757 


UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 702- 
0318 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 St, 
930-4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 10030-102 
St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 10015- 
149 St 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428-1414 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 
8120-101 St, 436-2286 


ZENARI'S ON IST 10117-101 
St, 425-6151 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 


ari 
SOUTHSIDE'S BE | 
Bil1-10a0) » 400-0088 Doe 


CHECK OUT URBANLOUNGE.NET FOR INFORMATION & VIP TREATMENT 
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ENTER TO WIN y 
YOUR SPOT ON THE 4 
KOKANEE FREERIDE 
MARMOT BUS AND MEET 


AN GWoOD| 


A MARCA - 
BAVARIA 
PRESENTS 


ANI 


DANCING LIESSO! 
$3.75 BOTTLES OF A MARCA BAVARIA 


x 


EVERY TUESDAY! 


; ON WHYTE Ur 


in 


be isk 3s Il BIC 
el a BAND BATTLES 
TUESDAY. 3 WEDNESDAY 
MARCH 22" MARCH 23% 
DJ PROPAHH LONGWAYDOWN 
DJ SKIPPY RORSCHACH 
DJ BIJOUX THE NEW VAIN 


MARCH 15TH/22ND/28TH @ THE ONE 
MARCH 16TH/23RD/30TH @ URBAN 
FINALS - APRIL STH & 6TH 
| WINNERS PLAY JASPER APRIL 167TH - MARMOT BASIN APRIL 17TH 
MEET THE KOKANEE GLACIER GIRLS! 
| ami WIN At ON THE FREERIDE MARMOT BUS 
| 


KOKANEE BOTTLES $3.75 


Urban Lounge - 8111 105 st. 
A39 3388 


The One on Whyte - 10544 82 ave. 
437 7699 
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THE UNTON P< PRESENTS 


quzsbay 


MARCH 22 


VIcTORY LOU, 


1AS LAY DYING 


THROWDOWN » ALL THAT REMAINS 


DOORS 7 PH + ALL AGES * TICKETS ON SALE AT TICKETMASTER CA 
MECATUNES. LISTEN. BLACKBYRO. P'S (WEM). VICTORY LOUNGE 


SS 


STARLITE ROOM (10030-102 STREET) 


OF CONFORMITY 


: | CORROSION a Bp 


(Slt 
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toxicating: 
Captain Tractor’s 
| new disc or the 
' new brand of ale 
ey’re endorsing? 


y STEVEN SANDOR 


ce they began barnstorming 
eir way across prairie stages 
11 years ago, Captain Trac- 
have helped a heck of a lot of 
and bar owners sell a ton of 
r. The band’s trademark tongue- 
-cheek odes to life in Alberta, set 
to music that combined rock and 
ots influences, got more than a 
few fans either jigging or jiving on 
ie dancefloor—heck, their famous 
Single, “The Last Saskatchewan 
Pirate,” which tells the tale of a 
lly Roger-bearing outlaw who ter- 
‘izes the North Saskatchewan 
ver, was still played at least once 
ery Oilers home game, back when 
© NHL actually had games for the 
blic to gO see, 
Indeed, the Captain and beer 
have enjoyed a long, fruitful rela- 
flonship. And now, to commemorate 
the release of North of the Yellowhead, 
their first album in five years, the 
band has teamed up with Edmon- 
ton’s Alley Kat brewery to create 
Captain Tractor’s Yellowhead Wheat 
Ale, an awfully easy-drinking sum- 
: mer brew which has a little more 
body and bite than you'd expect 
from such a light-coloured ale. 
According to Captain Tractor 
_ Singer and guitarist Chris Wynters, 
_ the idea of creating a beer in the 
eer honour came about last sum- 
€r during a series of gigs at 
O’Byrne’s on Whyte Avenue. “We 


= 
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shows during the Fringe,” recalls 
Wynters. “Basically, we were going 
back to how we started 11 years ago, 
and it was totally successful; people 
were lined up around the block. So 
[O’Byrne’s manager] Chris Hawkins 
came up to us and said, ‘You guys 
sure sell a lot of beer; you should 
have your own.’“ 

Fans will have a chance to sam- 
ple the new beer and the band’s 
new songs at a CD release party this 
Saturday night. From “The Bastard 
of Strathcona County” (which tells 
the tale of a particularly crusty 
Edmontonian) to the album’s title 
track (an ode to the city’s tough 
northside—a place of Camaros, 
brown-bottle beer and mullets), 
Captain Tractor shows they're still 
unafraid to mythologize their 
hometown in song. “The old adage 


BEER ROGK 


is that you should write what you 
know,” says Wynters. “But, at the 
same time, there is a stigma in pop 
music that says you should write 
about universal themes...” 

“...But we gave up on main- 
stream radio play a long time ago,” 
continues guitarist and bandmate 
Scott Peters. 

While the band still uses a hell of 
a lot of local references in their 
music, Peters says they haven’t alto- 
gether ignored the pop-music rules 
about writing songs that have uni- 
versal appeal. “Every city has that 
kind of tough part of town,” 
explains Peters. “In Edmonton, it 
happens to be in the north of the 
city. It’s weird; if you think of most 
cities, that part of town is usually on 
the northside—except Vancouver, 
where it’s out to the east. The point 
is, every city has that one badass 
part of town. ‘The Bastard of Strath- 


guy that everybody knows. Every 
place has someone like that.” 


BETWEEN 1994 AND 2000, Cap- 
tain Tractor recorded an impressive 
five albums, making them one of 
Edmonton’s most prolific bands, so 
when they stopped putting out 
albums after 2000's Hoserista, a lot of 
their fans assumed they'd called it 
quits. “Everywhere we went, a lot of 
people though that we were done— 
that we had split up,” says Wynters. 

“The funny things is we had 
done a lot of shows every year,” says 
Peters. “We really never stopped 
playing.” 

“Really, five albums in five years 
is a lot of work,” says Wynters. “We 
got to the point where we knew that 
we wouldn’t record again until we 
knew we really wanted to do it.” 

That point came in 2003, after a 
series of successful shows—and had 
it not been for some membership 
changes and a few financial difficul- 
ties, the album would likely have 
been out a year earlier. But as it 
stands, Captain Tractor will be back 
playing stages across the prairies 
and the Pacific coast all summer 
long before heading to Ontario to 
take advantage of various frosh 
weeks at universities throughout the 
Golden Horseshoe. 

As the band gets geared to tour 
Canada once again, Wynters makes 
a solemn vow: “We're never going 
‘across Canada in a van again. We are 
going to fly whenever we can.” 

“You're okay until you get to 
Winnipeg,” says Peters. “Then you 
have nothing but winding roads and 
logging trucks across the Lakehead. 
We've almost died on the Lakehead 
a few times.” © 
CAPTAIN TRACTOR 

CD RELEASE 
With Will Preville and the Wheatpool 
The Druid South Sat, Mar 19 
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He's Black and he's proud 


~ With the music industry finally embracing rock ’n’ roll again, Robin Black is feeling cockier than ever 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


ness made cock-rock cool again, 
Robin Black was strutting his stuff 
in skin-tight leathers to the sound of 
blazing guitars. During his time, he’s 
taken his lumps from critics who’ve 
~ called his music cheesy or passé, but 
he always stuck to his guns—and 
today, Black is having the last laugh 
now that the world has finally 
caught up to his over-the-top rock 
Swagger. And with his new album, 
Anstant Classic, produced by leg- 
endary rock heavyweights Bob Ezrin 
and GGGarth, the Winnipeg native 
may be destined for the stadium- 
Tock status he’s craved for so long. 
“We worked with two of the best 
producers of all time,” says Black. “I 
mean, between the two of them, 
GGGarth helped create what was 
Rage Against the Machine and Bob 
Ezrin produced Pink Floyd’s The 
Wall, Kiss’ Destroyer, Alice Cooper 
and Lou Reed. It’s 
a pretty 


Be before bands like the Dark- 


fuckin’ sweet category to be in, to be 
a band who’s worked with these 
guys.” 

After years of duking it out in the 
underground with only modest suc- 
cess to show for it, Black feels his 
time is due, but he never expected to 
be handed anything on a silver plat- 


dl 


ter. “This rock band has always 
intended to get bigger and bigger, to 
have more and more fans, to play 
bigger and bigger places, to work in 
better and better studios, and there’s 
never one day where suddenly all 
that shit happens,” he says. “You 
just stick to your guns, stay true to 
what your band does and these 
things will all happen slowly. 

“One day you just wake up and 
instead of touring in the shittiest 
van in the world, you’re travel- 
ing in a bus with a crew of two, 
making a record in the biggest 
studio in B.C. with two of the 
biggest producers of all time,” 
he continues. “It hap- 
pens so gradually that 


sometimes you have to pinch your- 
self and go, ‘Shit, I’m in a vocal 
booth, and Bob Ezrin is on the other 
side discussing how I should scream 
on this particular song.’ It’s wild.” 


NOT THAT BLACK didn’t expect the 
band to get there someday. “We 
knew because we’re different, 
because we're a unique band, 
because we're real passionate about 
staying true to what we do regardless 
of trends, we knew that we would be 
the kind of band that grew slowly,” 
he explains. “One fucking crazy rock 
‘n’ roll fan at a time, and it really has 
been that way. Here we are, six or 
seven years after starting this band, 
and we have the hottest rock ’n’ roll 
album in the world. It’s pretty sweet. 
“We know that this is a great rock 
record,” he continues. “We worked 
so hard on it and we're getting great 
reviews from critics, which 

is unexpected because 
we've never been the 
type of band that crit- 
ics love for a lot of rea- 
sons. We’re big and 
over the top and 


cad 


we're very un-Canadian—or so they 
say. I feel fucking Canadian,.but they 
don’t like our attitude of wanting to 
conquer the world and wanting to be 
a successful band. Good Canadian 
bands are supposed to quietly dream 
of one day opening for the Tragically 
Hip in their home town.” 
Although 
Black is 
obviously 
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impressed that Instant Classic j, Fe 
ting good ink, what really Count; 
what the fans have to Say. “Indiy;, 
ual human beings, real Peon, 
telling me how our SONS Move the, 
or how they can’t take our TECOrd of 
or how it makes them fee] |;, 
they're 15 again. That’s more impo, 
tant to me and that’s always been 
more important to me,” he ;;, 
“We've always had brilliant fans and| 
We've always been the kind of ban 
that can make people fall in loved 
with rock ’n’ roll. Whether or no; We 
make critics fall in love with ny 
thing—I really couldn’t give a shi; 


BLACK IS CONFIDENT (5 (), 
point of cockiness, but [js¢2), 
Classic actually does 50, nd 
good enough to back up 
his swagger. And unde; 
neath all the makeup 
beats the heart of ; 
rocker, strong and 

pure. “We 2; 
five cups 


Se SSS...eeeeQrT 


the throat 
real -honest 
; band,” he says. 
-yer been poseurs; we've 
done what was the right thing 
io culturally at the time. We are 
¢ five shirtless guys wearing tight 
ts and long hair, ripping it up for 
audience with our visceral rock 
oll. That’s not only what we do, 
that's truly what we believe is 
ath doing. It’s a weird thing to just 
across the prairies playing con- 
every night, freezing your ass 
put we believe this is a great way 
» live your life. To be a part of a rock 
roll tradition like that, we believe 
Ps a great, admirable way to live. 
“Right now everybody's into gui- 
rock, y'know,” he continues. 
iThere are a few bands like us and 
sae Darkness and a couple of bands 
» the world who are honest, legiti- 
nate rock ‘n’ roll bands—Velvet 
evolver, for example—but there are 
so 100 other fucking assholes who 
four years ago were following some 
1 cking Radiohead trend and two 
ars ago were on some kind of weird 
ountry thing and now all of a 
den they're putting on their MCS 
and throwing on tight black 
ns with a big belt buckle and pre- 
nding that they’ve always been 
ere. Fuck you to all those people. It’s 
been really fucking hard to be a big, 
pound-your-chest, rip-your-guitars 
kind of rock band. I mean, we wear 
fucking makeup, for crying out loud, 
and suddenly that’s cool. Green Day 
looks like Robin Black now.” 


MUSIC TRENDS finally coming 
ack’s way, you'll excuse an old- 
shoo! rocker for feeling a little vindi- 
ted. “It’s easy to start some big, 
oriented rock band with eyeliner 

iw, but fuck, seven years ago when 
were Starting, nobody wanted to 

ye < to do with that kind of 
[ey jody thought they were 

r it,” he says. “Now those 

ime as ss will be showing up at 
re Jet hen it comes through 
dmonton acting like they’ve always 
been rockers. They’re the same ass- 
holes who took five hits of E at some 


drum ‘n’ bass thing even though they- 


hated the music just because that was 
at everybody else was doing. 
“If you're chasing trends, by the 
e you catch it there’ll just be 
ther one, and you'll just be anoth- 
jackass band playing nii-metal 
hen the whole world wants to hear 
rage rock. So we ain’t chasing shit— 
re letting it come to us.” © 
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ders frontman 
ants his band’s 
e show to be 
g3bulous too 


LEAH COLLINS 


5 often noted that moths are 
awn to flames, but it’s a little- 
nown fact that bees are lured by 
Cy ights—well, at least Aldon 
wer, lead singer of local funk/rock 

‘the Fabulous Bee Feeders, is. 
yt Brewer wasn’t born with a mic 
‘ ie tand: originally recruited by his 
jer Sean to bring up the rear on 
, Brewer found himself craving 
re stage while keeping time for 
“) was playing drums for a 
says, “and then I realized 
| a really important factor in a 
nd is someone who can connect 
ith an audience, someone who’s 
ways there looking at them and 
ling them what to do—‘Dance, 
jow, dance! Get moving, you crazy 
ids!’ So I said, ‘We need a frontman, 
ad | think I’m going to be that front- 
n.’ I think a lot of that was my old 
eatre background coming up and 
“| want to be in the spotlight, 
want to be at the front of the 

just enjoying it.’” 

, Brewer’s background (he 


loves being in a theatrical rock band, 
Brewer wouldn’t want to go back to 
the theatre; collaborating with like- 
minded artists such as his bandmates 
was tougher, he says, as an actor. 

“T often say that I quit being an 
actor because I couldn’t stand actors 
and I Jike musicians a whole lot bet- 
ter,” Brewer says jokingly, careful to 
add that he doesn’t include his actor 


eFUNK | 


buddies in that generalization. “I do 
find, and this is in a general sense, 
but I find that actors are very much 
self-absorbed. It’s all about their per- 
formance, it’s all about what they did 
compared to everybody else. Where- 
as I think with musicians, it’s really 
difficult to be a solo musician 
because you have to play everything, 
you have to take care of the whole 
nine yards. When I'm in a band with 
six people, I can lay back as the lead 
vocalist, and maybe just shake my 
tambourine for a minute or two 
while somebody else takes the spot- 
light and is the number one. It’s real- 


ly about the ensemble; it’s all about 
the whole band and how the whole 
thing comes together as a show.” 

But collaboration isn’t just limit- 
ed to the stage; the Bee Feeders made 
sure to invite all their musical pals— 
including Lane Arndt of AA 
Soundsystem and sax player Lymon 
Brown (an old friend of the Brewer 
family)—into the studio with them 
as they prepared their first album, 
the four-years-in-the-making Proto 
Mojo. The album was funded by a 
prize from Black Box Studios, and the 
band, with 100 free hours of studio 
time at their disposal, figured they 
might as well share the experience. 

With the CD release set for this 
Friday at the Sidetrack, the group 
has invited a pack of their Proto Mojo 
collaborators onstage—including a 
complete horn section. Switch on 
that spotlight, and they’re sure to 
flood the stage. O 


THE FABULOUS BEE FEEDERS 

CD RELEASE 

With Moses Mayes and the Funk Family 
Orchestra * Sidetrack Café * 

Fri, Mar 18 (7pm) 
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founder of a Stony Plain the- 

‘troupe and has accumulated plen- ; f - oe inure 

improv and theatre sports ni ¢ : oe bee 

ence) gave the group more than 2 : : 

getic frontman; it also gave 

ee Feeders a livelier approach to 

performance. The one-time 

Grateful Dead-style jam band has 

vly evolved into a P-Funk-inspired 

arty group complete with light 
shows and costumes in the works. 

While the Bee Feeders’ showman- 

hip has improved, Brewer laments 

not enough bands consider the 

sory potential of a live show. 

usicians and actors can kind of 

‘fh each other something,” he says. 

Siclans always know that they're 

Hg listened to but they’re never 

By 4Ware that they’re being 

hed. I've seen so many bands; you 

6 See them and there's really nothing 

80ing on. Their music is great, it 

“'4nes awesome, but when you're at a 

Ow, it’s like a total sensory experi- 

“rice apart from just going and listen- 

“S—which is the main reason you go, 

pecause it is music, after all. But let’s 

ace it: human beings, we're visual 
~watures, we like things to look at.” 
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R IS MORE than happy to give 
udience some rock spectacle—if 
ad the means, he says, the Bee 

: would be performing entire 
Operas with acts, intermissions 
Costume changes. And while he 


Tickets available at: 
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Listen and New City 
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Rock'n to the core 


Vancouver band 
may be for real or it 
may be a spoof... 
or maybe it doesn’t 
matter either way 


By ROSS MOROZ 


en I was asked to profile Van- 
Wee retro-metal supergroup 
Rock'n for this edition of Vue 
Weekly, my editor remarked that “they 
sound like a joke metal band, but you 
can never tell for sure these days.” 
Indeed. Had they been making 
this kind of music 20 years ago, by this 
point in their career Rock’n would 
have been releasing a double-live 
album recorded at Budokan and 
preparing to tour Europe with their 
supermodel girlfriends; during the 
grunge heyday of 10 years ago, 
though, it’s unlikely the band would 
have ever left their parents’ basements. 
But given the postmodern pastiche 
that is rock music in 2005, Rock’n find 
themselves perched precariously 
between irony and bombast, playing 
punk clubs filled with kids who can’t 
tell whether Rock’n are the second 
coming of Spinal Tap or AC/DC. 
“Older guys in their 40s come up 
to us after shows and say, ‘Man, that 


Recoscr 


savia ievailncsan 


was awesome,’ and guys in their 20s 
come up and say, ‘You guys are so 
funny,’” says Rock’n frontman John- 
ny Rock’n via telephone from New 
York City. “Some people come see our 
shows and they laugh at us, and some 
people come and party and go crazy, 
but either way they have a smile on 
their face. We're a good-time band.” 
This party-all-the-time, rock-’til- 
you-drop, ‘80s-metal-band-cliché atti- 
tude has been a hallmark for the band 
ever since Johnny got together with 


guitarist Rick Rock’n, bassist Buddy 
Rock’n and drummer Chad Rock'n 
while they were attending high 
school together in Cincinnati back in 
the ’90s. Five years ago, the band relo- 
cated to Vancouver and the boys have 
been criss-crossing the continent ever 
since, exposing audiences on both 
sides of the border to Rock’n’s occa- 
sionally stupefying live show. 

“At first everyone is a little con- 
fused, I think,” Johnny says, “but 
the confusion seems to pass quickly, 
which is good, because we only have 
six songs.” 

You only have six songs? “Yeah, 
we actually only have six songs,” 
Rock'n replies, adding that he sees 
nothing particularly absurd about 


averaging less than a song a yea, , 

the band’s career. I mean, it too, 
few years to get the order dow), 
now we've got that figured out.” ” 


TO FILL OUT the band’s decided), slin 
repertoire, Rock’n’s live show fe, ute 
plenty of face-melting guitar sojo, 
well as the ceremonial unveiling «; th 
official Rock’n flag. “We've had the fly 
since gig number one,” Joh, nny 
enthuses. “Rick made it in tenth. 
art class. He got a C, but when yo, ,, 
it, you're going to think B-plus.’ 

As for what Edmonton Audience 
can expect to encounter at Rock’), 
upcoming gig at Seedy’s, the bar ; 
eager to pass along the following j,, 
Sage: “We were ready to party with y,, 
guys yesterday. I was holding the gy 
back,” insists Johnny, who also clain, 
to be planning a second Edmonton py 
involving our city’s most beloved \anq, 
mark. “We've asked the mayor persoi, 
ally if we can play in front of t}, 
Wayne Gretzky statue,” he says, 
explaining that a huge Rock’n fan in 
His Worship’s inner circle should help 
the band get approval for the stunt 

“He has a lovely wife, I've 2/maxs 
said that,“ Johnny says. “We want \ 
thank her for her many e-mails.” © 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Floyd Cole discusses 
Nirvana's Nevermind 

Local rockers Coldspot will be releasing 
their second full-length album, Like 
There Was No Tomorrow, at the Side- 
track this Saturday (March 19), and 
“ those who attend will find that 
Coldspot has but one mission in mind: 
playing aggressive, infectious rock. It’s 
a formula that has earned Coldspot 
opening slots for some of Canada’s top 
touring rock acts, including the Watch- 
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men and the Headstones, as well as 
radio support for the band’s debut 
album, The Curve, on rock stations 
across western Canada, including 
Edmonton’s own 100.3 The Bear. 

As the frontman for Coldspot and 
an audio engineer at Edmonton's 
Homestead Recorders, Floyd Cole has 
years of experience on the local music 
landscape. And while he credits much 
of his development as a musician to 
the city’s very tightly-knit scene, he 
credits Nirvana’s seminal Nevermind 
not only with influencing a generation, 
but also convincing him that music 
that truly communicates to the masses 
can come out of a handful of chords. 

“By the time my junior-high rock 
‘n’ roll band was actually playing gigs— 
at least in front of our peers—there was 
no doubt in my mind that the ultimate 
goal was to be a full-time musician,” 
says Cole. “Nirvana's Nevermind was 
the album of the day, and we were into 
it like it was the gospel according to 
teenage rock; it was something really 
big and important. Not only was it 
material that we all loved to listen to, 
but we also covered many of their 
songs. It was amazing to us, at such a 
young age, that a band that was play- 
ing stuff that we could actually play, 
and they were the biggest band in the 
world. It definitely gave us hope that 
songwriting might actually have some- 
thing to do with success.” 

Released in 1991, Nevermind would 
become the most important album of 
a generation. Nirvana had emerged as 
a late bloomer on the Seattle music 
scene, and Geffen Records, one of the 
most powerful labels in the world, had 
plucked the band—who at the time 
were dwarfed by contemporaries like 
Soundgarden and Mudhoney—seem- 
ingly out of nowhere. But Nirvana 
soon created a buzz by landing a 
ridiculously large financial advance 
from a major label despite being essen- 
tially a three-chord act. That money 
was spent on working with producer 
Butch Vig, who refined Kurt Cobain’s 
guitar sound and brought the best out 
of the band. Vig and Nirvana worked 
together to mix Cobain’s cynicism with 


a grunge style melodic enough to ,, 
absolutely subversive. 

“Even now the production on thay 
album stands up to almost anythin, 
and the songs really do kick ass,” ;,, 
Cole. Within weeks of its Teleas. 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit” and Ney, 
mind were at the top of the cha, 
Geffen had shown it knew what it \, 
doing with its money all along (at |<, ' 
in Nirvana’s case—remember, th; 
the same company that lost its shirt Y 
a massive record deal with the Sto). 
Roses); it had sensed that the anv, 
punk, grunge and “alternative” m,,; 
that was listened to by high-schoo| 
outcasts and college kids was mo,, 
popular than the charts, which Were 
skewed by sales of records in America, 
department stores, were showing. Ge; 
fen gambled that by putting a face {, 
the underground in the form o; 
Cobain, it would create an icon. Th; 
gamble paid off. 

All this was occurring during Cole 
formative years as a musician, anq 
while Nirvana was gracing the cove; 
of all the music mags, Cole was bu 
soaking up what Edmonton had t: 
offer. “At the age of 16 | was playing 
the bar scene in Edmonton and eo 
ple’s Pub on Whyte was like a temple,” 
he says. “I played as many Thursdays 
as possible and stared in awe as the 
local headlining act would show . 
what it meant to be a poor, starving 
original rock band, that which we s 
desperately wanted to evolve into 

“| can remember frequenting 
many Mollys Reach all-ages shows a: | 
could find my way to and feeling like if 
| could just get my band on a tour with 
these guys we might have a shot. And 
it seemed like whenever we had ‘a rea! 
ly big show’ that was gonna get u 
some real attention, the smalls were 
playing down the road or across town 
once again re-affirming themselves a 
the biggest indie band in the world.” 

Nirvana helped foster Cole's love o! 
music, and he applied that passion in hi 
hometown. Anyone who wants to hear 
just how much Cole has evolved since 
those formative years should catch his 
upcoming show at the ‘Track. © 
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ey DAVID STONE 
l've heart that Tong before 


Pete ¢ With Luke Morrison 
and Nestor Delano ° Escape ° 
Sun, Mar 20 | have to admit, | don’t 
have a film named after me. But good 
ol’ Pete Tong, somehow that saucy 
boy managed to get his moniker 
slipped onto a marquee, and he had 
nothing to do with it. Mind you, the 
film doesn’t actually have anything to 
do with him, either. It’s All Gone Pete 
Tong isn’t a commentary on the life 
and times of Britain’s favourite dance 
maven, but a mockumentary about 
Frankie Wilde, the toast of Ibiza’s Dj 
culture until he went deaf and disap- 
peared from sight. 

The title is a bit of Cockney slang, 
meaning “it’s all gone wrong.” But in 
the life of the real Pete Tong, the 
reverse is true. As the host of BBC 
Radio One's Essential Selection, Tong 
has served as the voice of the week- 
end formillions of Britons, who tune 
in every Friday night to hear the lat- 
est and the greatest tunes for the 


clubbing massive. As one producer 
told me, “If Pete Tong plays your 
track, then you can be sure that your 
mom will be whistling it in the 
kitchen next week.” 

And the radio isn’t where Tong’s 
reach ends. The crafty guy has par- 
layed his name and stature into a 
worldwide brand empire, not unlike 
Paul Oakenfold’s Perfecto umbrella. 
The Essential Selection mixed compila- 
tions are always a massive success in 
the U.K., while thousands pour into 
clubs around the world whenever 
Tong's name goes up. Tong has suc- 
cessfully carved something out of 
Britain’s dominance of club culture— 
he’s the guy who knows good music, 
the one tastemakers look to for the 
nod of approval. Even Chris Sheppard 
tried to crib off the boy, and | admit 
that my own radio show owes a small 
debt to the work Tong has pulled off 
at the Beeb. . 

So even after Edmonton has 
enjoyed the invasion of quality Djs over 
the past year, the fact that Tong is 
finally deciding to drift into our burg is 
still a big deal. Sunday night's gig at 
Escape is a chance to hear what Eng- 
land is really getting down with, and if 
you've happened to glance over his 
playlists from time to time on his web- 
site (petetong.com), you'll notice it’s 
not house music all the time; Tong 
mixes it up, from Teutonic bangers to 
West Coast rollers. 

Of course, Tong has his detractors, 
who charge that he’s bent the ear of 
clubbers straight toward the cash reg- 
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ister. While it might be true that his 
tastes tend to be commercial, | don’t 
see kids lining up around the block to 
buy the new Tiefschwarz single. Tong 
is where the underground meets the 
mainstream, a conduit for people to 
discover new sounds, and that’s a hard 
thing to knock. 


GIG DIARY: While many of you will 
be patronizing your local pub this 
Thursday, knocking back a pint of 
Guinness to celebrate St. Patrick's 
Day, you might want to head out to 
the clubs as well. Rum Jungle is the 
destination if you're looking for the 
hard-edged house rhythms of U.K. 
diva Lisa Lashes, while Halo 
Lounge is the locale for RND‘s latest 
theme party, a beach party called 
Techno Five-O! featuring Tryp- 
tomene, Neal K and yours truly. 
Down at the Victory Lounge, Nik 7’s 
club night NRMLS WLCM is hosting 
a live appearance by local under- 
ground hip hop artist Cadence 
Weapon—check out the audio clips 
on his site, cadenceweapon.com. On 
Friday, local electro DJ Dusty 
Grooves is the special guest at New 
City’s Trasheteria weekly. 

Upcoming shows just announced 
include U.S. icon Josh Wink at the 
Starlite Room on April 14, an exclu- 
sive intimate engagement with Italian 
sensation Benny Benassi at 
DecaDance on March 29, and the 
return of Dutch trance hero Armin 
Van Buuren to Edmonton on May 
19, this time at Red’s. © 
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1) FRIENDS: SEASON 9 
(4DVD) 

2) LADDER 49 

3) BAMBI: PLATINUM 
COLLECTION (2DVD) 

4) SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE 

5) LIGHTNING IN 
A BOTTLE 

6) RAY 

7) FLIGHT OF THE 
PHOENIX 

8) EXORCIST: 
THE BEGINNING 

9) GET SHORTY: 
SPECIAL ED. (2DVD) 

10) OCEAN’S ELEVEN 


THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 
ATOM BOMB 
(REALWORLD) 
SSS eS 
According to John Hammond, who 
played guitar on the album, it took a lot 
of convincing before the legendary 
gospel group the Blind Boys of Alabama 
were willing to include secular tunes by 
the likes of Tom Waits and Ben Harper 
on their wonderful 2001 disc Spirit of 
the Century. Now, only four years later, 
doing pop covers has virtually become 
part of the Blind Boys’ formula: their 
latest disc, Atom Bomb, contains ver- 
sions of “Spirit in the Sky” and Blind 
Faith’s “Presence of the Lord,” as well as 
“Demons,” a new song co-written by 
Fatboy Slim, Bill Withers and Macy Gray 
and featuring a guest rap vocal by Gift 
of Gab from Blackalicious. 

Atom Bomb may not be as much of 
a creative leap forward as Spirit of the 
Century, but—except for that ill-advised 
“Spirit in the Sky” cover—it’s a solid, 
beautifully produced disc all the same, 
full of top-notch musicianship and 
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robust, full-bodied harmonies from the 
Blind Boys that belie their advanced 


- age. When they sing the Pilgrim Travel- 


ers’ classic “(Jesus Hits Like the) Atom 
Bomb,” their voices pack so much 
power that they prove the song’s 
hypothesis all by themselves. George 
Scott, the baritone who founded the 
group with Clarence Fountain and 
Jimmy Carter in 1939, died last Thurs- 
day at his home in Durham, North Car- 
olina, and his passing lends extra 
poignance to tracks like “New Born 
Soul,” on which he takes the lead. “My 
hands look new, my feet do too,” he 
sings. “My head got wet in the mid- 
night dew.” What a beautiful rhyme to 
go out on. Hr wey —Paut Matwycuuk 


MU 

OUT OF BREACH 

(MANCHESTER’S REVENGE) 

(OUTPUT) 

—S ee 
Man, | can’t tell you how many times 
in the past week alone I’ve been sitting 
around at home watching the news, 


and I’ve paused and thought, “You 
know, | really wish there were a shrieky 
Japanese girl here right now, swearing 
at me nonstop and screaming in my 
ear over and over again.” But every 
time | hoped upon hope it would hap- 
pen, it didn’t, and | was left defeated, 
wanting. Oh, if only | had heard about 
this album sooner. 

In Out of Breach's opening seconds, 
listeners are greeted by the boundlessly 
angry Mutsumi “Mu” Kanamori’s shrill 
“Welcome to the Mu world, bitch!” in 
broken stilted English, and dammit, it’s 
an angry, angry world. The lead track, 
“Haters,” is a feverish, frantic, barely 
understandable cacophony of shrieks, 
screes and close-miked threats of bodi- 
ly harm laid over top of the smooth 
old-school beats of Dj Maurice Fulton, 
and it’s sure to illicit more than a few 
furrowed brows. From there, the 
Sheffield duo careen wildly through 
genres, using live instruments, found 
sounds and plenty of glitches and 
“bitches” to ensure everyone listening 
remembers their place—including Paris 
Hilton, the subject of their incredibly 
popular dancefloor single of the same 
name, packed with pounding beats, 
indecipherable insults and crazed 
chicken squawks. 

But I’m probably making this all 
sound way less listenable than it actu- 
ally is—the truth is, Out of Breach is 
frenzied, grating and ridiculous, but 
it’s also immensely catchy and, some- 
how, even a little endearing. Surely, 
having a strung-out Japanese school- 
girl shrieking in your face for an hour 
has never felt so satisfying. Kk 
—Cnris Bouter 
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top 10 sellers 


01. s/tled soundsystem 

02. frances the mute mars volta 

03. funeral arcade fire 

04. woman king iron & wine 

05. i'n wide awake, it's moming bright eyes 


JACK JOHNSON 
IN BETWEEN DREAMS 
(BRUSHFIRE) 


Surfer/singer/songwriter Jack Johnson 
distills In Between Dreams to its esse, n 
in a line from the opening track, ‘ 
ter Together”: “Love is the answer, at 
least for most of the questions in my 
heart.” Indeed, there’s no doubt tha 
love is at the forefront of Johnson‘ 
mind, and he’s got a burning to desir. 
to sing about it. That’s all right 
though, because he’s worked UP some 
catchy melodies to carry these Songs 
along, all supported by some laid-way 
back shuffling rhythms—mostly 
acoustic, but with the occasional elec- 
tric guitar joining in the mix. 

Johnson reveals a more serious side 
a couple of times here, most obviously 
on his contemplative takes on war 
(“Crying Shame”) and hate (“Staple |i 
Together”). On the former, Johnson 
avoids assigning blame and simply won. 
ders why we can't all just get along. On 
the latter, Johnson suggests to a man 
whose life has been fueled by hate that 
he simply put it all in the past and begin 
anew. No matter what the topic 
though, Johnson’s half-whispered vocal 
make it all palatable, and the hypnotic 
music leaves you feeling like you're kick 
ing back on a Hawaiian beach with th 
band. rye ve —Epen Munro 


GREG MACPHERSON BAND 

NIGHT FLARES 

(G7 WELCOMING COMMITTEE) 
eee 
| swear that, if | listen real careful, | can 
hear Greg MacPherson striking th: 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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atch at the start of this album—and 
ere are even a few places along the 
ay where the music threatens to 
‘burst into flames—but, alas, it just 
“never catches fire. The good news, 
‘though, is that when it does spark, the 
Ssuls are well worth the time spent 
“getting through the bits that don’t. 
MacPherson’s voice is at its best on 
*Southern Lights,” a ragged, acoustic 
unk song with a chorus sung by 
athan’'s Keri MeTighe, and the rapid- 
desperation of “Kingston,” where 
yocal transforms into a pained 
am as he asks, “| wonder when my 
san out on me?” “The Show Is in 


,, working himself into a frenzy until 

the rest of the band kicks in with an 

explosive 40-second climax. It’s impres- 
sive, and it makes you wish there were 
more of that musical edge elsewhere on 
the disc; unfortunately, a lot of the songs 
just seem a little too restrained. 

But the real disappointments here 
are the slower numbers, on which the 
musicians’ sparse, sadly creeping 
accompaniment only draws undue 

ttention to MacPherson’s limited 
ioc: range and lack of emotional 
expressiveness. Still, when the band 
provides the right kind of support for 
MacPherson’s voice, the results are 
impressive. %& ¥e¥%& —EDEN Munro 
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EIVOR PALSDOTTIR 
EIVOR 
(SPIRIT RIVER) 


= SST 
While my CD collection is both large 
and fairly diverse, | must admit to not 
having any musical representation from 
the Faroe Islands. A shame, | know. Now, 
before you grab the atlas, let me answer 
your question. It’s up there around Scan- 
dinavia, somewhere between Iceland 
and Scotland. | looked it up. 

Produced by Edmonton’s own Bill 
Bourne, Eiver Palsdottir’s new disc Eiver 
is a beautiful folk/roots album with 
occasional hints of country (especially 
on “Sweet Sweet Song”). The opening 
track, “Via Gengum Tv6,” sets the 
stage perfectly, introducing us both to 
Eivor's soft, sensual voice and the 
stripped-down guitar-and-vocals sound 
that dominates the album. Bourne 
plays guitar and sings throughout, and 
even wrote several of the songs 
(though not the Icelandic ones, obvi- 
ously). While Eiver’s singing voice is 
fantastic in English, I'll admit to prefer- 
ting the tracks sung in Icelandic, 
Swedish or Faroese. There’s something 
enchanting about not knowing the first 
thing about what she’s saying but still 
appreciating the beauty of her voice. 

Plus, it sure is fun trying to figure 
out how to put a slash through an “o” 
in Word. (It's option+o, fellow Mac 


users.) Woe wee Iain lucy 


HALIFAX 
A WRITER'S REFERENCE 
(DRIVE-THRU) 


ess SS 
Originally put out last year, A Writer’s 
Reference has been recently re-released 
with “enhanced” features, including 
the video for the sort-of-hit “Sydney” 
and a shamelessly self-promoting 
band interview. But despite the bells 
and whistles, there really isn’t much 
reason to recommend this effort, just 
like there wasn’t that much reason to 
recommend it in 2004. 

Halifax is a frustrating band; for 
one, all of their song intros rock, but 
way more than the rest of the song 
ever does. Their openings are scream- 
ing guitar gauntlets, warning that 
some heavy music is about to hap- 
pen—whereupon the vocals kick in, 
and the music reverts to milquetoast 
SoCal punk with the obligatory sensi- 
tive-guy lyrics that comes with the 
emo territory. Ho hum. 

if Halifax could figure out a way to 
take those opening riffs and sustain 
them for a full three minutes, maybe 
we could grow to care. Until then, pre- 
pare to get about 15 seconds of enjoy- 
ment each from this disc’s seven tracks. 
But since that’s about 105 seconds 
more rocking than you're likely to get 
out of any other SoCal band at the 
moment, | guess Halifax is ahead of the 
curve. #9" —STEVEN SANDOR 


ee  Y WHITEY 
AND TB PLAYER 


Of’ Whitey is in Austin greasing the wheels of his mighty rock machine this week, so esteemed colleague and haiku master- 
mind Mr. Dinkeyes will be helping T.B. with this week’s edition of Haiku Quick Spins. Like you care. 


ta jimmy Eat World disc 
here by mistake? 


Thundering guitars 
Throaty screams about sadness 
Jesus shit I'm bored 


McEnroe and Birdapres 


Nothing Is Cool 

(Peanuts and Corn) 
Nothing is cool, huh? 

No, guys, lots of things are cool 
Just not white rappers 

Louls XIV 

The Best Little Secrets Are Kept 
(Atlantic) 


Swarthy Brit hump rock — 
Sure to make some asses shake 
_ And panties fly off 


Amanda Stott 
Chasing the Sky 
(EMI) 


Pleasant, sweet voice plus 
Stock piano and feelings 


Equals me no care 


Ash 

Meltdown 
(Infectious) 
Poppy metal licks 


Like Billy Corgan before 


He was a vampire 


Athlete 
Tourist 
(Parlophone) 


Why are Brits so sad? 
Feelings are good and all, but 
Suck it up, princess 


Over Kill 
RELIXIV 
(Spitfire) 


Thrash metal granddads 
Pine for old days when they were 


Less embarrassing 
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GLOBAL VISIONS 
FILM FESTIVAL 


BOTTOM LINE: PRIVATIZING THE WORLD 


film by Carole Poliquin 


itaraee March 24th - 7pm 
at Metro Cinema 


A beautiful introduction to the COMMONS, this film’s focus 
is water, seeds, and genes. Screened at our 2002 Festival, the 
issues remain relevant and pressing. Through various stories shot 
in Canada, the USA, Mexico, France, Brazil and India, this 
documentary shows the consequences of the world’s submission 
to private interests. Can the market serve as the guarantor of the 
common good? 
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They drive by night 


A married couple’s 
Car trip gives way to 
terror in captivating 
Red Lights 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Lights as a thriller about a man 

who gives a late-night car ride to 
a hitchhiker who tums out to be an 
escaped convict. But that wouldn’t 
even begin to suggest the unique 
flavour of this engrossing film by 
French writer/director Cédric Kahn 
(best-known in North America for his 
1998 tale of sexual obsession L’En- 
nui). In fact, by the time the main 
character, a middle-aged insurance 
broker named Antoine (Jean-Pierre 
Darroussin) picks up the hitchhiker, 
the tensest, most suspenseful part of 
the movie is already over. 

The film begins in Paris, at the 
start of a long holiday weekend, and 
Antoine and his beautiful wife 
Héléne (Carole Bouquet) are making 
their final preparations to drive to 
the south of France and pick their 
children up at summer camp. 
Antoine e-mails Héléne from his 
office, telling her he’s as excited as a 
little boy about their vacation, but 
his mood of anticipation quickly 
sours when Héléne is delayed at the 
office; Antoine passes the time by 
drinking at a local café, and when his 
wife finally shows up, he’s testy and 
short-tempered. They go home and 
while Héléne showers and packs, 
Antoine makes an excuse to duck out 
of their apartment for an errand—in 
fact, he visits the nearest bar and 
downs a couple of shots of whiskey. 

When they finally get on the 
road, the couple's conversation has 
that clipped, aggravated quality that 
anyene who hasn't been getting 


) fe could accurately describe Red 


along with their partner will recog- 
nize instantly—and will feel their 
stomach automatically clenching up 
in sympathy. There isn’t even any 
music coming from the car radio to 
lighten the mood or distract us from 
Antoine's increasingly erratic behav- 
iour; half-drunk and annoyed with 
the slow-moving highway traffic, he 
suddenly takes a long, unnecessary 
detour down a side road. Héléne 
starts harping on the fact that they’re 
going the wrong way—by now the 
two of them are practically clawing 
at each other's faces. Finally, Antoine 
stops at a roadside dive to pound 


back a few more whiskeys. Héléne 
Stays in the car. When Antoine final- 
ly comes back out, he discovers that 
Héléne has disappeared. 

This whole sequence occupies 
about half an hour of screen time, 
and it’s hard to imagine how it could 
have been executed any more effec- 
tively. When most filmmakers want 
to portray the breakdown of a mar- 
ried couple, they rely on big, theatri- 
cal screaming matches to get the job 
done. But instead, Kahn lingers for 
as long as he can on those long 
stretches of quiet, simmering resent- 
ment—those anxious extended 
moments that seem to rest on a 
knife’s edge between civility and vio- 
lence. This segment of the film bare- 
ly even seems scripted—the 
characters don’t take cute, obviously 
written jabs at each other; there’s 
just an accumulation of small 
annoyances and testy comments 
that add up to a vivid miniature por- 
trait of a couple in crisis. 


1 DON'T WANT TO SAY much more 
about what happens next—not 
because there are any huge plot 
twists or utd a revelations, but 


because one of the pleasures of 2 
Lights is the pleasant sensation it cre. } 
ates that once Antoine, by now 
behaving with almost self-destruc 
tive recklessness, discovers that 
empty car of his parked outside 
bar, the plot really could go in any | 
of a thousand different directions 
and that you really don’t know 
which one Kahn will take. But sinc: 
the film is based on a novel by the 
great Belgian crime writer Geor; 
Simenon, you can be assured that 
Kahn is less interested in bringing 
the plot to a conventional “thriller 
climax than in exploring the p: 
chology of his main character ani 
testing his reactions to a series 
increasingly extreme situations. 
Darroussin (whose balding don 
and squinty, half-lidded eyes ma! 
him resemble a burlier version 0! 
Wallace Shawn) gives a marvelou 
performance as Antoine—a man who 
strays off the path of his marriage 
and then has to fight his wa‘ 
through the thickets back into hi 
wife’s arms. You don’t approve o 
almost anything Antoine does, but 
somehow Darroussin always keeps 
you interested in what he'll do next 
Kahn’s direction, meanwhile, is tense 
and controlled without resorting to 
cheap shocks. (Well, okay, there's 07” 
cheap shock in a scene wher’ 
Antoine hesitantly looks under !'' 
car, but it’s a really, really good on 
Red Lights is a thriller for grown-U| 
and you should make a point of s« 
ing it before Hollywood tries rem 
ing it with, like, Michael Douglas a" 
Ashley Judd screwing it all up. ® 


RED LIGHT 
Directed by Cédric Kahn © Written’ | 

Cédric Kahn and Laurence Ferre'’ 

Barbosa ® Starring Jean-Pie'" 
Darroussin, Carole Bouquet and Vinc°’ 
Deniard © Zeidler Hall, The Citadel ° ' 

Sat, Mar 18-19 (7pm) ® Metro Cine!” ye 

© 425-92 
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hundred years on, William 
z The Merchant of 
ms so hotly con- 
ad by its charges of 
ti-Semitism, that it’s easy to forget 
at it’s actually a gutsy and morally 
mmplicated (if deeply flawed and 
deed racist) play, not so much a 
in on the Bard’s honour as an 
wjeasant reminder of the ignorant 
s that were universally accepted 
She time. And if you tend to digest 
+ Shakespeare mainly through 
vies, it’s especially easy to forget 
since not a single theatrically 
eased film version of the play has 
een produced since the beginning of 

he sound era. That is, until now. 
d Michael Radford’s Merchant of 
- Venice does not attempt to apologize 
N for or correct the crudity inherent in 
- he character of Shylock, Shake- 
t peare’s petty, moneylending Jew. He 
e instead brings the Venice that Shy- 
y jock lived in (or at least the one 
Shakespeare and these filmmakers 


can best imagine) to life. With Jews 


confined to their ghetto in a Venice 
that only reluctantly supports inter- 
racial co-existence through economic 
necessity, the mutual antipathy 
between Jews and Gentiles is firmly 
grounded in the city’s culture of 
commerce. Radford dramatizes this 
hostility early on, both on a large 
and more intimate scale, with Gen- 
tile crowds hurling general abuse at 
the Jewish population and, in their 
midst, Antonio (Jeremy Irons), who 
will soon be turning to Shylock (Al 
Pacino) for a loan, spitting in the 
face of the moneylender, a gesture of 
contempt that’s only alluded to in 
Shakespeare's original play. Set in its 
proper place and time, Radford’s Mer- 
chant is as rife with colour and 
extravagant beauty as any big-budget 
Shakespeare adaptation, but it has 
perhaps a little more filth than most, 
a reflection of the film’s refreshing 
brand of realism, but also of the vein 
of poisonous corruption that runs 
through the hearts of its key figures. 


PACINO HIMSELF is crucial to 
cementing the film’s provocative 
and sensitive interpretation. He 
begins the film with considerable 
restraint, depicting a self-preserving 
aged man well accustomed and 
adapted to his lot. Pacino’s bulgy, 
roaming eyes are kept in check and 
his line readings reveal a sly empha- 


sis on Shylock’s attention to cold 
logic. Only later does Pacino unlock 
Shylock’s passion, and he does so 
with measured gusto. He’s equalled 
by Irons, who plays Antonio’s waver- 
ing diplomacy with an exhausted, 
world-weary sigh. And if his Antonio 


=| SHAKESPEARE 


seems a bit doomed from the start, it 
might be because Irons elegantly 
makes explicit the homoerotic ten- 
sion between his character and Bas- 
sanio joseph Fiennes), and thus 
implies that by financing Bassanio’s 
courtship of the wealthy Portia 
(Lynn Collins), he’s essentially fund- 
ing his own loneliness. Fiennes too 


is in fine form here, often with his 
feet up and the most genuine of 
smiles curling on his face, the grin of 
a gambler who still can't quite get 
over his luck. 

The real callousness of The Mer- 
chant of Venice actually rests not so 
much in its unsympathetic racial 
stereotypes, since Shylock is 
nonetheless the most scathingly 
articulate character in the play, as in 
the way it undermines the dramatic 
weight of Shylock’s tragic story. In 
case you forgot (I know | did), the 
play, unbelievably, is a comedy, 
which means that instead of ending 
with the public humiliation and 
punishment of Shylock after his 
vicious demands for a pound of 
Antonio’s flesh in lieu of his unpaid 


debt are denied, everything ends 
with the reunification of the happy 
couples who frolic about in the 
story’s parallel narrative, a silly little 
denouement centred around rings 
and disguises that might be fun in 
another story but is positively offen- 
sive in this one. But Radford’s solu- 
tion here is admirable: he dutifully 
delivers Shakespeare's finale only to 
leave us with one final wordless shot 
that reminds us of what's been lost 
amidst all the merriment. © 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S 
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 

Written and directed by Michael Radford 
* Starring Al Pacino, Jeremy Irons, 
Joseph Fiennes and Lynn Collins « 
Opens Fri, Mar 18 


Strident Diary of a 

| Mad Black Woman 
is undeserving of its 
«fSurprise box-office 
‘success 


. ¥ COLLEEN ADDISON 


is omen, as we all know, are sim- 
ple creatures. There are the vir- 
‘uous ones, chaste sweet 
els, giving and God-loving. And 
©" there are the tramps, nasty 
lous things who slink in, wearing 
"nsy dresses and high heels, sleep- 
with all and sundry. 

: What is this, the middle ages? 
ristianity has come back to the 
stern world with a vengeance, 
nd it seems to have replaced femi- 
ism in the process, or at least 
2at’'s what happens in Diary of a 
#ad Black Woman. The women 
© Sweet or slutty, and never the 
vain shall meet. You almost expect 
heroine, Helen (Kimberley 
ise), to lock her chastity belt 
ore she says her prayers. Don’t 
‘pect the movie itself to be just 
thing or the other, though. All 
to all men seems to be the 


; 


way to go. Is the film a moralizing 
drama? A happy family comedy? A 
love story? Who knows? 

See, good woman Helen has just 
been dumped by her ridiculously 
evil husband Charles (The Practice’s 
Steve Harris) for Brenda (Alannah 
Myles lookalike Lisa Marcos). Our 
girl Brenda puts the word “carica- 
ture” to shame as she flounces 
around, completely ignoring her 
lover's vicious abuse of Helen. This is 
unbelievable: if a man I was dating 
beat up his former wife in front of 


=| TRAINWRECK 


me, I’d head for the hills so fast the 
wind would knock him flat. Brenda, 
however, doesn’t bat an eye. (She's a 
tramp, you know.) 

Help arrives for Helen in the 
form of her pistol-waving, chainsaw- 
wielding grandmother Madea (writer 
Tyler Perry, doing his best to cut 
down cast costs, since he, with vari- 
ous wigs, padding, and makeup, 
plays half of Helen’s large family). 
And suddenly the movie's funny. As 
Helen stands sadly off to one side, 
the family parties and picnics. Madea 
recommends God as a solution. Go 
to church, and ye shall get a nice life. 


| Woman, thou art lousy 


In fact, God’s name is invoked so 
often in this film you half-expect to 
see it included in the credits, right 
underneath Tyler Perry. Then again, 
maybe He's one of the backers, since 
the way the camera pans onto the 
sign of the church, the Bibles, the 
crosses and all the pictures of Jesus 
smacks of product placement. 


BUT WHAT KIND of God is he? 
“God is a jealous god,” says Helen’s 
mother Myrtle (Cicely Tyson) after 
Helen admits that Charles was her 
“everything.” Later we hear the 
advice of Cousin Brian (Tyler Perry 
again, sans falsies), who tells Helen 
that it isn’t good to “hold on to the 
things that God is trying to tear 
apart.” The implication—that God 
split up Charles and Helen because 
Helen loved Charles too much—is, 
well, weird. I’m not an expert in the- 
ology, but this seems shaky. Oh well. 
At least he’s not any of those gosh 
darn heathen gods: the church 
revival scene (and no, I’m not mak- 
ing this up) actually includes a song 
about those false idols Buddha and 
Mohammed. 

Into Helen’s life steps steelworker 
Orlando (gorgeous soap star Shemar 
Moore), who's kind, beautiful and 
also Christian. Yay! In fact, he’s so 


perfect—and spouts so many Biblical 
platitudes—that it’s almost as if he is 
God. A nice one, that is. (As an 
aside, it’s somewhat gratifying to see, 
in a movie as sexist as this one, a 
male actor who's clearly gotten by 
on his looks alone. Talent? What tal- 
ent? He sure is pretty, though.) 

Oh, but wait! Something’s hap- 
pened to Charles! Now Helen must 
heal and forgive him, while also 
reciting Biblical platitudes. It doesn’t 
go with the Old Testamenty hard- 
liner God thing, but hey: it doesn’t 
really go with the gleefully staged 
scenes of Helen wreaking her un- 
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Christian revenge either. 

The saddest thing about the 
film is that it’s based on a hit play. 
The once-homeless Perry, who also 
penned the script, now lives in a 
palatial estate, which doubles as 
Charles and Helen’s home in the 
film. I say the house is big 
enough. We don’t have to pay this 
guy anymore. @ 

DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN 
Directed by Darren Grant « Written by 
Tyler Perry * Starring Kimberley Elise, 
Steve Harris, Shemar Moore and Tyler 
Perry * Opens Fri, Mar 18 


See Spots Run 


Watch the World's Hottest Commercials 
Direct from the Clio Awards i in Miami... 


March 25 to April rf 


7&9 p.m. nightly PLUS 2 p.m. matinees 
at the GARNEAU Theatre 8712-109 Street 


[atedrax] 
A fundraiser for the Edmonton International Film Festival 


ewww MARCH 17-19 


ae oe DARROUSSIN © be a. 


that this 
directed Ringu 


24-hour Movie Info: 433-0728 


really, really long, stringy black 


appropriate first name than 


The Animated Films of Priit Parn Two 
programmes of short films by the celebrated 
Estanian animator; one featuring work he 
created under the Soviet regime, and one 
featuring later material he created after the 
fall of communism. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Thu, Mar 17 (7 and 8:30pm) 


Diary of a Mad Black Woman Kimberly 
Elise, Steve Harris, Shemar Moore and Tyler 
Peary star in director Darren Grant's surprise 
box-office smash, an adaptation of Peary’s 
play about a woman who reconnects with the 
traditional Christian family values she grew up 
with after her marriage to a successful attor- 
ney abruptly ends, forcing her to move in 
with her outrageous, gun-toting grandmoth- 
er. Read Colleen Addison's review on page 37. 


Harry Knuckles and the Pearl Necklace 
Phil Caracas, Jeff Moffet and Shana Betz star 
in Jesus Christ, Vampire Hunter director Lee 
Demarbre’s low-budget backyard epic about 
a diminutive super-spy who battles bionic 
sasquatches, preppie pickpockets and Ama- 
ZON assassins as well as his own evil twin 
brother while on a mission to retrieve a valu- 
able stolen necklace. Read Stephen Notley’s 
review on page 40. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Fri-Sat, Mar 18-19 (9pm) 


beled 
SEL 


“HITCHCOCKIAN' A SPLENDIDLY SINUOUS TWISTER 
KAHN'S LEARNED THE TRICKS FROM 
THE MASTERS OF SUSPENSE AND NOIR.” 


: Rin EI 
iv | 


~ age | = TERN ee 
See ae 


ane ae 


ano THE PEARL EEWLACE. 


Wee THE ANIMATED FILMS OF 25 
+ 7p PROGRAMME 1: 


3 PAR RN 0pm PROGRAMME 2: 


BROT HELS 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of 


BORN INTO BROTHELS 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 


Conseil das Arts ©14/A¢e (coarse language, mature theme) 


du Canada 


Canada Counc! 
for the Ans 
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2 horror hit The 


Ice Princess Michelle Trachtenberg, Joan 
Cusack and Kim Cattrall star in / Capture the 
Castle director Tim Fywell’s ultra-girly drama 
about a brainy high-school student whose 
dreams of becoming a champion figure 
skater bring her into conflict with her moth- 
er, who plans to have her attend Harvard on 
an academic scholarship. 


Phil the Allien Rob Stefaniuk (who also 
wrote and directed), Nicole DeBoer and 
Graham Greene star in this shambling, ultra- 
Canadian sci-fi comedy about a hapless alien 
who must dodge CIA agents, sexy female 
Quebecois assassins and talking beavers 
after his spaceship crash-lands in northern 
Ontario. Read Stephen Notley’s review on 
page 40. 


Red Lights Jean-Pierre Darroussin and 
Bey cot Bouquet star in L’Ennui director 
WS Cédric Kahn’s subtle, compelling 
thriller about a man who impulsively invites 
a dangerous hitchhiker into his car after his 
wife leaves him during a tense vacation- 
weekend drive to the south of France. Based 
on the novel by Georges Simenon. In French 
with English subtitles. Read Paul 
Matwychuk’s review on page 36. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Sat, Mar 18-19 (7pm) 


BRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
Nightly 6:50 & 9:10 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 

*PGe 


The Ring Two stars the suddenly- -ubiquitous Naomi Watts (who also reunites with her 27 Grams co-sts ir Sean Penn in Th 

F f [3 
Assassina of a mnawhich is scheduled to open in Edmonton next week), but \ 
quel to director Gore Verbinski’s 20 


ve're more interested in the fact 


Ring is directed by Hideo Nakata. Nakata you see, not only 
the 1998 film that first tapped into moviegoers’ universal dread of unlabelled videotapes and little Girls with 


ir, but he may also be the only horror-movie director in the world with a cooler and more 


TRIS WEEN'S NEW MOVIES 


The Ring Two Naomi Watts, Simon Baker 
David Dorfman and Sissy Spacek star in 
Ringu director Hideo Nakata’s seque) to the 
spooky 2002 hit, in which reporter Rache| 
Keller investigates a new rash of deaths all 
linked to a mysterious videotape, and 
uncovers new information about the ghostly 
little girl behind the whole phenomenon 


20,000 Leagues Under the Sea kirk 
Pedooccts James Mason, Paul Lukas and 
WSS Peter Lorre star in Planet of the Apes 
director Richard Fleischer’s old-fashioned 
1954 underwater fantasy, based on the 
novel by Jules Verne, about a scientist and a 
sailor who get caught up in squid-dodging 
adventures aboard Captain Nemo’s futuristic 
submarine. Provincial Museum Auditorium 
(102 Ave & 128 St); Mon, Mar 21 (8pm) 


William Shakespeare’s The Mer- 
chant of Venice Al Pacino, Joseph 

# Fiennes, Jeremy Irons and Lynn Collins 
star in /I Postino director Michael Radford’s 
adaptation of Shakespeare's controversial 
play about a man who goes into debt in 
order to help out a lovesick frend, only to 
find himself at the mercy of a vengeful Jew- 
ish moneylender when the loan comes due. 
Read Josef Braun’s review on page 37 


THE NERCHANT OF VENICE 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
°PGe 
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18 to Thursd 
<=" 


ri Sat 7:00 

THE PEARL NECKLACE 
Fi Sat 9:00 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 
PAIVATIZING THE WORLD 
hu 7:00 


stTc 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


‘Grandin Mail. Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
‘St Albert. 458-9822. 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this issue, Thu, 
March'17th only. Please contact theatre for showtimes. 


HITCH PG 
— 1:00 3:30 7:10 9:30 

PG 
ieee sn 
BE COOL 140 
Coarse language. 1240915 7:30 9:50 
ROBOTS 144 
Gory wiolence throughout. 
11:30 1:30 3:30 5:90 7:30 9:30 
MAN OF THE HOUSE 144 


12:45 1:45 3:45 7:20 9:20 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
THE RING TWO 148 
Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:20 
ICE PRINCESS ‘ G 
Daily 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:30 
THE PACIFIER PG 
Daily 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun 1:15 3:15, 
ROBOTS 140 
_ Gory violence throughout. Dally 7:10.9:20 
“Sal Sun 1:10 3:30 
WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
(1) 780-352-3922 
THE RING TWO 14A 
Frightening scenes. 
Daty 7:10-9:30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:20 
IGE PRINCESS G 
(7-05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:30. 
E PACIFIER, PG 
© 946 Sat Sun 1:15 3:15 
OTs 414A 


wovence throughout. 
Pity 710-20 Sat Sun 1:10 3:30 


INEMA GUIDE 


CITY CENTRE 


PG 
eit nh ekicrimanciec for yournfetucron, 
/ 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 


CONSTANTINE 144 
Horror violence throughout. 

Fri-Wed 1:15 4:05 6:45 9:25, 

ROBOTS G 
No passes. Daily 12:15 2:35 4:50 7:10 9:40 
HOSTAGE 148A 
Gory violence. Daily 1:10 3:50.7:20 10:10 

CHILDSTAR 140 


Sexual content, coarse lang 
Daily 1:20 4:10 7:40 10:15 


NEW WEST MA 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse lanquage. Fri-Sun 1:20 4:00 6:40 9:20 
Mon-Thu 4;00 6:40 9:20 
ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 ee: 3 
Brutal violence throughout. Daily 9:50 
THE INCREDIBLES G 
Fri-Sun 1:35 4:05 7:20 Mon-Thu 4:05 7;20 
IN GOOD COMPANY PG 
Coarse language. Dally 9:10 
THE WEDDING DATE 144 
Fri-Sun 2:20 4:25 6:30 9:00 
Mon-Thu 4:25 6:30 9:00 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse lanquage, mature theme. 
Fri-Sun 1:30 4:15 6:55 9:30 Mon-Thu 4:15 6:55 9:30 


NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri-Sun 1:40 4:10 7:00 9:35 

Mon-Thu 4:10 7:00 9:35 

MEET THE FOCKERS 144 


‘Ceuds content, sexual language. 
Fri-Sun 2:00 4:30 7:10 9:40 Mon-Thu 4:30 7:10 9:40 


RACING STRIPES 4 6 
Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 6:50 Mon-Thu 4:40 6:50. 


HIDE AND SEEK . 148 
Frightening scenes. Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7-30 9:45 
Mon-Thu 4:20 7:30 9:45 
AREVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
THE RING TWO 14A 


Frightening scenes. No passes. 
Fri-Sun 1:30 2:00 4:00 4:50 6:30 7:30 9:00 10:00 
Mon-Thit 4:00 4:50 6:30 7:30 9:00 10:00 


ICE PRINCESS “? a 
Fri-Sun 1:10 3:40 7:05 9:20 
Mon-Thu 3:40 7:05 9:20 


ROBOTS G 
No passes. Fri-Sun 1:00 2:20 3:30 5:00 6:50 7:40 9:45 
Mon-Thu 3:30 5:00 6:50 7:40 9:45 

HOSTAGE 18A 


Gory violence. Fri-Sun 1:40 4:10 6:40.9:10 
Mon-Thu 4:10 6:40 9:10 


THE PACIFIER 
Fri-Sun 12:50 3:00 5:10 7:20 9:30 
Mon-Thu 5:10 7:20 9:30 


THE JACKET 
Mature theme, disturbing content. Fri-Wed 9:00 


BE COOL bs 

‘Coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 1:20 4:20 7:00 9:40 
Mon-Thu 4:20 7:00 9:40 
HITCH 

Sexual language. 

Fri-Sun 2:10 4:40 7:45 10:10 
Mon-Thu 4:40 7:45 10:10 


CONSTANTINE 

Horror violence throughout. 
Fri-Sun 1:50 4:30 7:10 9:50 
Mon-Wed 4:30 7:10 9:50 Thu 9:50 


14A 


14A 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 496-0585 
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN PG 
Mature theres. Daily 1:50 4:50 7:45 10:20 
THE RING TWO 148 


Frightening scenes, No passes. Daily 12:00 12:30 1:30 
2:45 3:30 4:30 5:30 6:45 7:15 8:15 9:30 10:00 10:45 


ROBOTS G 
No passes. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:45 1:15 145 3:15 
3:45 4;15 5:45 7:00 8:00 9:15 

Tus 12:45 1:45 3:15 3:45 4:15 5:45 7:00 8:00 9:15 
Star and Strollers Screening: No passes. Tue 1:00 


THE PASSION RECUT 168A 
Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 

Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12:15, 

HOSTAGE 18A 


_ Gory Violence. THX Daily 1:40 4:40 7:40 10:30 


< a. v 


BE COOL 

Coarse 

Fri-Wed 12:50 3:50 6:40 9:45 10:45 
Thu 12:50 3:50 6:40 9:45 


THE JACKET 

Mature theme, disturbing content. 

Fri-Wed 10:15 

THE PACIFIER 

Firi-Tue 12:20 1:20 2:40 3:40 5:15 7:10 8:10 9:40 
Wed 12:20 1:20 2:40 3:40 7:10 940 

Thu 1:20 3:40 7:10 9:40 


HITCH 

‘Sexual language, 

Daily 1:10 4:20 7:30 10:10 

HOTEL RWANDA 

Miolence. Fri-Sat Tus-Wed 3:00 6:30 9:20 
Sun Thu 6:30 9:20 Mon 3:00 9:20 
SIDEWAYS 

‘Sexual content. Fi-Tue 7:20 10:15 Thu 10:15 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Daily 12:10 3:10 6:509:50 


144 


144 


148 


18A 


BRIDE AND PREJUDICE PG 
Daily 12:40 3:20 6:30 9:10 
CONSTANTINE 144 


Horror, Violence throughout. Fri-Wed 2:15 5:00 7:50 
10:40 Thu 5:00 7:50 10:40 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-9150 


THE RING TWO 144 
Frightening scenes. No passes. * 
Fri 3:00 4:00 6:30 7:30 9:10 10:10 Sat-Sun Thu 12:00 
1:00 3:00 4:00 6:30 7:30 9:10 10:10 Mon-Wed 6:30 
7:30 9:10 10:10 


ICE PRINCESS G 
Fri 4:20 7:00 9:15 Sat-Sun Thu 1:30 4:20 7:00 9:15 
Mon-Wed 7:00 9:15 


ROBOTS 
No passes. Fri 3:30 4:30 6:40 7:40 9:55" 
Sat-Sun Thu 12:10 1:10 2:20 3:30 4:30 6:40 7:40 9:55 
Mon-Wed 6:40 7:40 9:55 


HOSTAGE 

Gory violence. Fri 4:10 7:20 10:00 
Sat-Sun Thu 12:50 4:10 7:20 10:00 
Mon-Wed 7:20 10:00 


BE COOL 

Coarse language. Fri 3:20 7:15 9:50 
Sat-Sun Thu 12:20 3:20 7:15 9:50 
Mon-Wed 7:15 9:50 


THE PACIFIER 
Fri 3:50 7:10 9:20 Sat-Sun Thu 1:20 3:50 7:10 9:20 
Mon-Wed 7:10 9:20 


HITCH PG 
Sexual language. Fri 3:10 6:50 9:30 Sat-Sun Thu 12:30 
3:10 6:50 9:30 Mon-Wed 6:50 9:30 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY “PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children, 
Fri 3:40 6:45 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:40 3:40 6:45 9:40 
Mon-Wed 6:45 9:40 Thu 9:00 - 


CONSTANTINE 
Horror violence throughout. Fn-Wed 9:00 


146A 


PG 


14A 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-1937 Ave, 732-2238 


THE RING TWO 
Frightening scenes. No passes. Daily 1:15 2:10 4:10 
5:15 6:90 7:10 7:50 9:00 9:45 10:30 


140 


ICE PRINCESS ; “a 
Daily 1:40 4:20 7:05 9:30, 
ROBOTS G 


No passes. Dally 12:10 1,00 2:20 3:15 4:40 5:30 7:00 
8:00 9:15 


HOSTAGE 186A 
Gory violence. Daly 1:50 4:30 7:30 10:10 

THE PASSION RECUT 164 
Brutal and gory violence, disturbing content. 

Daily 1 id 

BE COOL 14A 


Coarse lanquage. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:50 3:30 6:40 
9:20 Tue 3:30 6:40 9:20 Star and Strollers Screening 
Tue 1:00 


THE PACIFIER 
Daily 12:30 2:45 5:10 7:20 9:40 


THE JACKET 
Mature theme, disturbing content. Daily 10:15 


HITCH 
Sexual tanguage. Daily 1:30 4:15 7:15 10:00 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri-Wed 4:50 8:30 
SIDEWAYS 


Sexual content. 
Fri-Wed 4:00 6:45 9:55 Thu 4:00 9:55 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Daily 12:40 3:40 6:50 9:50 


PG 
14A 


PG 


18A 


* THE PACIFIER 


CONSTANTINE 

Horror violence throughout 

Fri-Tue Thu 2:00 5:00 7:40 10:20 
Wed 2:00 7:40 10:20 


BECAUSE OF WINN-DIXIE G 
Daily 1:10 3:50 


144 


CURSED 
Gory Violence throughout 
Fri-Wed 12:20 2:30 


144 


SESS]. 
FAMOUS PLAYERS 
GATEWAY 
2250 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
ICE PRINCESS G 


Fri Sat Sun 1:10 3:50 7:20 9:45 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:20 9:45 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 
Fri Sat Sun 1:00 4:05 7-10 9:40 

Mon Tus Wed Thu 7:10 9:40 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri Sat Sun 12:50 4:20 8:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 8:30 


COACH CARTER 

Coarse language. Fri Sat 12:40 3:35 6:45 9:35 
Sun 12:40 6:45 9:35 Mon Tus Wed Thu 6: 
FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Fri Sat Sun 1:20 4:10 7:05 9:50 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:05 9:50 


POOH'S HEFFALUMP MOVIE G 
Fri Sat Sun 1:30 3:45 7:00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 


PG 


PG 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young children. Fri Sat Sun 12:30 3:20 
6:30 9:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:30 9:30 

CURSED 144 
Gory violence throughout. 9:25 

ARE WE THERE YET? PG 


Fri Sat Sun 1:25°4:00 6:40 
Mon Tus Wed Thu 6;40 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MA 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
ROBOTS G 
No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12:00 12:30 1:90 
2:20 2:50 3:45 4:40 5:10 6:30 7:00 7:30 9:20 9:50 
Thu 12:00 12:30 2:20 2:50 4:40 5:10 7:00 7:20 9:20 
9:50 


HOSTAGE 180 
Gory violence, 1:20 4:20 7:4010:25 

HITCH PG 
Sexual language. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12:50 3:40 
7.05 10:10 Thu 12:50 3:40 10:10 

MILLION DOLLAR BABY PG 


Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
12:40 3:50 6:45 9:45 


THE AVIATOR 
Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tus Wed 8:45 


CONSTANTINE 

Horror violence throughaut 

Fri Sat Sun Tus Wed THU 12:35 3:35 6:50 10:05 
Mon 12:35 3:35 10:05 


PG 


144A 


PG 
1:46 4:25 7:25 9:40 


BE COOL 

Coarse language. 1:10 4:10 7:20 10:15 
THE RING TWO 

No passes. Frightening 
3:30 4:15 6:40 7:15 
ICE PRINCESS G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12:10 2:30 4:50 7:10 9:30 
Wed 1:00 4:50 7:10 9:30 Famous Babies Wed 1pm 


14A 


14A 
ones. 12:15 12:45 1:30 3:00 
15 10:00 10:30 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
BE COOL 14A 
Coarse . Fi Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:10 9:40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:40 
PG 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY 

Mature theme, not recommended for young children. 
Fri Sat Sun 1:00 3:50 6:45 9:30 ~ 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:45 9:30 


ROBOTS G 
No passes. Fri Sat Sun 12:45 2:45 4:45 7:00 9:10 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:10 


THE RING TWO 
No passes. Frightening scanes. 
Fri Sat Sun 1:15 4:00 7:20 9:50 


14A 
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Mon Tus Wed Thu 7:20 


MMoviEs 12 
| 13 Ave.-SOTH STREET 472.979] 
CINEMA CITY 12 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


MEET THE FOCKERS 

Crude content, sexual language tr 
Cinema City tee 
Daily 2:00 4:45 


late show 


144 


FINDING NEVERLAND G 

Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 11:41 
Dally 1:55 4:35 7:05 9:20 

Fri Sat late show 11:40 - 
Movies 12: 
Daily 2:05 4 
Fri Sat late show 17 


RACING STRIPES G 


Movies 12: 
Daily 2:00 4:40 7:10 9:25 
Fri Sat late show 11:45 


CLOSER 
Cinema City 12: Se 
Daily 1:45 4;50 7:35 10:05 
Fri Sat late show 12:2: 
Movies 12; Sat-Sun 11 
Daily 2:15 4:50 7:20 
Fri Sat late show 1 


NATIONAL TREASURE 
Cinema City 12: 
Daily 1:35 4:157 
Fri Sat late show 12 
Movies 12: S 
Daily 1:35 4 
Fri Sat late sho 
WHITE NOISE 
May frighten yc 


PG 


Daily 1:40 
Fri Sat late s 


THE WEDDING DATE 
Cinema City 12: Sat-Sun 
Dally 2:15 5:00 7:40 10:10 
Fri Sat late show 12:30 * 
Movies 12: Sat-Sun 11:35 
Daily 1:55 5:00 5 10:16 
Fri Sat late show 12:30 


SPANGLISH 
Coarse language 
Cinema City 12: 
Daily 1:40 4:1 
Fri Sat late shx 


148 
11:55 


PG 


Fri 


ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 
Brutal violence tr 
Cinema City 12: 
Daily 1:3 
Fri Sat lan 
Movies 12: 


Sal late sho 


THE INCREDIBLES 
Cinema City 12: S: 
Daily 1 25 7 
Fri Sat late 
Movies 12: Sat 


IN GOOD COMPANY 
‘Coarse lar 
Cinema City 12: 
Daily 2:10 4:40 7:15 
Fri Sat late show 1 
Movies 12: Sat 
Daity 1:50 4 
Fri Sat late s 


OCEAN'S TWELVE 

Coarse language. 

Cinema City 12 Sat-Sun 11:05 
Daily 1:40 4:20 7:10 9:50 

Fri Sat late show 12:15 

Movies 12: Sat-Sun 10:50 
Daily 1:25 4:15 7:00 9:40 

Fri Sat tate show 12:10 


Harry Knuckles and 
the Pearl Necklace 
will batter your ~ 
funnybone into 
submission 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


les and the Pearl Necklace, a 

atisfyingly idiotic kung-fu gang- 
bang from Canadian Lee Demarbre, 
the fellow who brought us Jesus 
Christ Vampire Killer, a blasphemous 
oddball mix of weird gags and cam- 
era tricks designed to simulate mar- 
tial arts where none exist. 

The title of Harry Knuckles and 
the Pearl Necklace invokes porn, and 
indeed, the film deliberately recalls 
the '70s-era action-porn of the type 
made by Dirk Diggler in Boogie 
Nights. It’s got that grotty, kept-in-a- 
damp-cupboard-for-30-years quality. 
It’s got the clunky, badly synched 
sound where practically every ges- 
ture is accompanied by a kung-fu 


[i abound in Harry Knuck- 


Hatha 


6) 


a 


Fist and shout 


EDMONTON“YOGA STUDIO 


=> eae 


lyengar 


tel 451.8131 


12039 — 127 street 


www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


“whup!” sound. It’s got the absurd 
plotting and the cheaply-staged vio- 
lence that breaks out for no good 
reason. It’s got everything except 
the porn. 

But it does have tits! Not naked 
ones, sadly, but they’re certainly big, 
wrapped in tight white shirts or 
encased in straining bikini cups. The 
movie makes no apologies for the 
way it openly invites the audience to 
look at the boobs; there’s even a 
catchy song, “Nice... Tits!”, and 


(CULT 


when Harry throws down against 
the bustiest of the many women he 
lays a lickin’ to, he spends the whole 
fight punching her in the rack. 
Harry himself is a grudgingly 
appealing hero, a skinnier Scott 
Bakula lookalike with a growling 
Quebecois accent given to cracks 
like “Smells like fish, feels like 
pain!” or “East meets West? More 
like East meets Fist!” True to his 
name, his knuckles are hairy 
indeed, all the better to hit people 


4 


Ashtanga 


with, which he does with gusto and 
single-minded determination, pre- 
serving the safety and security of us 
all under the apparent aegis of the 
Canadian government, a task which 
usually involves beating up Bigfoot 
or women. Sure, he hits women—a 
lot! Like, with croquet mallets!—but 
this habit seems more like 


admirable gender blindness on his | 


part than any particular grudge 
against chicks. Certainly none of 
the ladies involved, from the nun 
assassins to the ninja chick to the 
museum harpies, seem to expect 
any quarter given in battle on the 
basis of their sex. 


AND SO HARRY BEATS his way 
through the movie in rough-’n’-tum- 


ble Quebecois fashion, sometimes | 


hitting people who aren’t female, 
like when he tangles with a pair of 
purse-snatchers (as the tune “Purse 
Snatcher” wails in the background), 
one of whom slices off half his own 
moustache and throws it in Harry’s 
face before Harry turns around and 
pulls some serious rocklock jujitsu 
on him. All crazy nonsense, but 
oddly endearing. Every so often, one 
of these strange jokes comes in like a 
curveball and hits you in the gut, 
some half-baked one-liner from 
Harry or flailing fishchuk or frankly 
hilarious bit of one-upping the faces 
on Canadian currency. 

At 116 minutes, Harry Knuckles 
and the Pearl Necklace is slightly long, 
particularly as the punch-whoever- 
pops-up plot leaves you wondering 
what has to happen for the movie to 
be over. But it’s better to leave a 


Ultra-Canadian 
would-be yukfest 
Phil the Alien is 
deader than year- 


| old beer 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


Canadian movie from the first 

few minutes. The film is under- 
exposed, the cast is made up of virtu- 
al unknowns, the story isn’t so much 
a plot as an assemblage of beery bits 
and oddball char- 
acters and there's a 
talking beaver 
voiced by SCTV’s 
Joe Flaherty. This movie couldn’t get 
more Canadian if it tried. 

As a Canadian, Phil (the movie 
and character) isn’t so much eager 
to please as desperate to be liked. 
Phil (the character) crash-arrives in 
northern Ontario one night and 
transforms from gangly thingoid 
into a slightly goofy-looking hoser 
played by writer/director/actor Rob 
Stefaniuk. Stefaniuk’s Phil feels like 


Y:: can tell Phil the Alien is a 


meal feeling slightly stuffed than | 
| sional alien hooting noise, and he 


still hungry, and with Santos the 
hope of Mexico and the paddleboat 
chase and Harry’s doppelganger 
brother Fuzzy and little white string 
tops on ample girls all on hand, Pearl 
Knuckles has plenty of stuffing. 
Knocked out of people, that is! © 
HARRY KNUCKLES 
AND THE PEARL NECKLACE 
Directed by Lee Demarbre * Written by 
lan Driscoll * Starring Phil Caracas, Jeff 
Moffet, Nancy Riehle and Josh Grace as 
Bigfoot ¢ Zeidler Hall, The Citadel ¢ Fri- 
Sat, Mar 18-19 (9pm) ¢ Metro Cinema 
© 425-9212 


a fusion of SCTV-style Rick Moranis 
and Kids in the Hall-esque Kevin 
McDonald, given to wide-eyed 
demi-comprehension and the occa- 


| swiftly (or not so swiftly) starts run- 


ning into the gallery of weirdos 
that make up the rest of the cast. 


| There’s the father-son team of 


bumpkins who live out in the 
woods; and the three members of a 
bar band who hang around the bar; 
and Graham Greene as the bar- 
tender of the same bar (called 
“Canadian Bar” in case you forgot 
what country you were in); and 
there's a mean, drunk ex-CIA guy 
named Jones; and a couple of fur- 
suit-wearing CIA guys who answer 
| toa CIA guy who works in an office 


= {CANADIAN 


Alen autopsy 


buried under Niagara Falls, with 
whales swimming around in tanks 
behind him; and eventually Nicole 
de Boer (Ezri Dax from Deep Space 
Nine) shows up as a Quebecois 
assassin, plus the beaver, Joe Flaher 
ty. Crazy, huh? 

Phil the Alien (the movie) hopes 
that all this will be enough to hold 
your attention given the overall lack 
of, well, urgency. If you like Trailer 
Park Boys there's a fair bit of interse 
tion of concept here, the idea o} 
Canadians as drunken dopes, wit! 
Phil quickly developing a taste foi 
the demon drink. But mostly Phil tl 
Alien is about tossing stuff out and 
seeing what sticks 
Phil has telekineti: 
powers. He lev 
tates bowls of nuts 
while guitar chords crash. Funny? 
Maybe. There's at least one unques- 
tionably good scene, Nicole de Boe! 
dining with a guy with a greatly 
alien order, but beyond that it’s any 
body’s guess. How about Phil getting 
thrown in jail and coming out 
believing in the Lord? Does that 
sound good? Or an abbreviated road 
trip to Niagara Falls? 

One of the things that doesn’t 
stick is the music, which ranges from 
entirely appropriate Rush songs to 
annoying beep-boop-blip ditties ané 
has the peculiar habit of gearing up 
for a scene and then abruptly cutting 
out. Doing this once is a joke, bu! 
doing it again and again is an iron! 
choice to undercut emotional attac! 
ment—strange considering ho” 
much this movie wants you to lik« 
it. As a result, while Phil the Alien \ 
cheerful and good-natured, ther¢* 
never a moment where it believes '" 
itself as much as even the crass¢*' 
episode of Smallville. O 


PHIL THE ALIEN 

Written and directed by Rob Stefaniuk * 
Starring Rob Stefaniuk, Nicole de 80% 
and Graham Greene * Opens Fri, Mar |! 
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ng one more dull, 
jing message 


telling a fun, interesting 
She, there’s some stuff in there 
out being nice to animals and 
ing to appre- 
the everyday 
gic all around 
but thankfully 
e of it gets in the way of the fun 
‘ching Annie Dugan, who plays 
s title character, clomp around the 
we on a set of brown-and-yellow- 
potted stilts and nibbling on the 
opmost leaves of the tree standing 
on one side of the set. 
The play is based on the true story 
f Amen-Ra (Farren Timoteo), a young 
9th-century Egyptian prince who 
faused a sensation in French society 
hen he arrived in the country 
‘companied by the giraffe he was 
lanning to present as a gift to the 
ig. Haroun’s script focuses on the 
rowing affection that arises between 
men-Ra and his long-necked pal 
arafa as they sail across the Mediter- 
aneani to Marseilles, and then travel 
the many miles on foot from Mar- 
eilles to Paris, with Zarafa’s unusual 
appearance astonishing everyone they 
neet along the way. The main obsta- 
le in their path is Pierre (Chris Bul- 
lough), an unscrupulous circus 
manager who hires Amen-Ra and 
Zarafa as his star attractions and does 
rything in his power to keep Zarafa 
Sarning money for him and ensure 
men-Ra never reaches 
king’s court. (It’s one 
he great peculiarities 
hildren’s plays that 
y almost always por- 
¥ people who've actu- 
Y made a career of 
ertaining children— 
Mether they be circus 
managers, puppeteers or 
clowns—as scary, totally 
untrustworthy villains.) 
Some elements of the 
script are a little shaky. 
Or instance, Haroun 
“mis undecided as to 
ether Amen-Ra is a 
*poiled prince who needs 
© learn to stop ordering 
eryone around and 
“tart treating people as 
quals, or if he’s just a 
ely kid who needs to 
me to terms with the 


=| THEATRE 


id inde, 


throat 


death of his mother and earn the 
respect of his distant father. It’s also 
never satisfactorily explained what 
stake the character played by Cath- 
leen Rootsaert (an old woman who 
narrates the play and pops up during 
the action in various disguises) has in 
Amen-Ra’s story. And | wished that 
Amen-Ra and Zarafa’s circus act 
could have been more spectacular 
than the simple, half-hearted little 
dance they perform together. 


STILL, THE PLAY HAS a whole lot of 
charm going for it. I like the fact that 


Haroun doesn’t make Zarafa into a | 


sassy talking-animal sidekick, but 
instead allows Dugan to create a more 
animal-like personality for the char- 
acter simply through body language 
and a wide assortment of unim- 
pressed facial 
expressions. Timo- 
teo is very likable 
as the prince, and 
Chris Bullough gives the proceedings 
a big jolt of energy when he shows up 
as Pierre, twirling an enormous mus- 
tache and taking an almost sensual 
delight in the giant stacks of money 
Zarafa’s act is raking in. The other 
theatre reviewers in town haven't 
expressed much enthusiasm for the 
play’s ending, in which Amen-Ra and 


Zavafa are rescued from a seemingly | 
hopeless situation by an unexpected | 
stroke of magic, but I thought it was | 


pretty delightful, especially in the sur- 
prising way it brings the play's fairy- 
tale qualities right into the forefront. 

I suppose that, as a freakishly tall 
object of curiosity myself, I was pre- 
disposed to like A Giraffe in Paris no 
matter what, but Haroun’s play has a 
sweet spirit and a sense of adventure 
that should endear it to much small- 
er theatregoers as well. O 


A GIRAFFE IN PARIS 

Directed by Tracy Carroll * Written by 
Mark Haroun Starring Farren Timoteo, 
Annie Dugan, Chris Bullough and 
Cathleen Rootsaert Rice Theatre, The 
Citadel « To Mar 20 ¢ 425-1820 


VOWN With the sickhess 


John Sproule takes 
the temperature of 
the affluent Western 
world in The Fever 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


lallace Shawn's play The Fever 
W: a 105-minute monologue 

that asks everyone in the audi- 
ence to wake up to the fact that their 
entire lives—full to brimming as they 
are with comforts, pleasures, works 
of art and objects of beauty—are 
immoral. Without the poor, Shawn 
argues, without the millions upon 
millions of starving human beings 
enduring lives of misery both in our 
own country and in repressive 
regimes in the Third World, our lives 
would be completely unsustainable. 
And what's more, he adds, twisting 
the knife a little further between our 
ribs, we all go on living this way not 
because we're helpless to change any- 
thing, but because we've made a 
choice to preserve our comfortable 
existence rather than help out our 
less fortunate, happily invisible 
neighbours. Why not give everything 
in our pockets to the beggar on the 
corner—or even give the beggar 
everything in our homes and bank 
accounts while we’re at it? We say 
“no” to that question every day. We 
well-to-do Westerners got lucky 
when they spun the wheel of fortune 
for us... and why reinvent the wheel? 

John Sproule’s biggest feat in 
Shadow Theatre’s new production of 
The Fever is that he’s able to make 
this epic guilt-inducer of a play, full 
of long, didactic passages and knotty 
explanations of concepts lifted from 
Karl Marx’s Das Kapital, into, of all 
things, a comedy. Sitting on a wood- 
en chair, dressed in a suit, his bare 
feet tapping excitedly against the 
carpeted floor whenever he gets 
seized by a particularly delightful 
notion, Sproule is the picture of cul- 
tured Western contentment. His 
character (who is never named) is a 
man of privilege, a regular opera 
patron whose idea of heaven is buy- 
ing several pairs of comfortable socks 
at once, or spending hours in a hotel 
room, lying in bed in a thick robe, 
sipping coffee and making long-dis- 
tance phone calls to all his friends. 
When a friend of his has his wallet 
stolen, he chortles at the fellow’s 
comment that the thief’s record 
turned out to be “as long as that 
biography of Henry James.” 

But he’s not without conscience, 
either, and the tug-of-war between 
the genuine pleasure he takes in 
being alive and his keen awareness of 
the suffering of the less fortunate 
members of humanity provides the 
play with its most entertaining 
moments. Sproule’s character is 


| someone who feels compelled—part- 


ly by guilt and partly by an honest 
sense of duty—to travel to poor coun- 
tries to see first-hand what hardships 
most of the world’s population has to 
endure. And yet he’s also disarmingly 
honest about the fact that his circle of 
friends doesn’t include a single poor 


person; perhaps the play's most 
squirm-inducingly funny passage is 
an imaginary scenario in which 
Sproule befriends a poor person and 
goes over to their house for dinner, 


| THEATRE 


only to encounter a nightmare world 
of greasy meat, badly furnished 
rooms and yowling babies being 
changed right there at the table. 


SHAWN HAS A KEEN awareness of 
the prejudices (however well-mean- 
ing) of his audiences, and he scores 
another satirical bullseye in a pas- 
sage where Sproule explains to an 
imaginary poor person why they 
can’t get a little more money at the 
end of the day—Sproule lays out his 
completely self-serving rationaliza- 
tions (“Listen to the idea of gradual 
change; change that will help you 
but that won’t hurt us”) with deli- 
cious condescension, as if he were 
explaining the multiplication tables 
to an eight-year-old. Sproule can’t 
help but laugh as he hears himself 


suzanne caines 
CHAIN MAKING 


Opening Reception: March 17-7 


talk—he knows he’s talking non- 
sense and corruption, but what else 
can he say? There’s no real way to 
defend the economic imbalances of 
the world, and the least he can do is 
laugh with embarrassment at his 
own bullshit. 

But what's insidious about The 
Fever is that Sproule’s character is 
smart enough to follow the logic of 
his argument to a conclusion that 
can’t just be laughed off. He's a sin- 
ner and he knows it, and at the end 
of the play, all he can do is ask for 
the audience's forgiveness. The Fever 
is overlong and Shawn's arguments 
have a tendency to ramble, but it 
gets under your skin all the same. We 
may be able to shake off its message 
soon after seeing it, but I suspect 
that’s a sign not of the play’s weak- 
nesses but of how superbly we've all 
trained ourselves to ignore our own 
daily sins, and to almost unthinking- 
ly absolve ourselves of them. © 
THE FEVER 

Directed by Amy DefFelice * Written by 

Wallace Shawn ® Starring John Sproule « 
Varscona Theatre * To Mar 20 © 434-5564 


GAME PLAN 
kim sala 


- 10 pm 


sponsored by 


HARCOURT HOUSE ARTS CENTRE 
,. harcourthouse.ab.ca 

- 112 ST EDMONTON 
).426.4180 
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Front Gallery 
displays the best 

of Doug Jamha’s 
thousands of private 
“phonebook 
sketches” 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


nto a problem nearly all artists 

face at some point in their lives; he 
was broke and had no money to buy 
more sketchbooks. That was not sur- 
prising, considering that Jamha had 
been filling up one sketchbook a day 
while sitting in local cafés and sketch- 
ing everything that came into view. 
What was surprising was his solution. 
Where can you find sheets upon 
sheets of sketching-quality paper 
nicely bound up like a sketchbook? 
The telephone directory, of course. 

It was a solution made in heaven: 
not only did Jamha now have a limit- 
less supply of sketchbooks for all per- 
petuity, but he also loved the way the 
text gave structure to his drawings. “I 

_ quickly found that I enjoyed the 
interplay between the visual effect of 
the printed page and my drawing,” he 


Fess: years ago, Doug Jamha ran 


says. “I like that so much thought has 
gone into the placement of the 
columns, and the quick gestural draw- 
ing on top of it.... It’s like they've 
done all the preliminary structural 
work which allows the figure to float 
freely on top.” In fact, Jamha loved 
the medium so much that he contin- 
ued to draw in phonebooks long after 
he became a well-known local figura- 
tive painter and could afford “proper” 
sketchbooks again. 

The thousands of phonebook 
drawings Jamha produced over the 
years became his private diary. These 
are the artist’s most intimate 
moments: the good days, the bad 
days, the bouts of inspiration and 
those depressing days where no ideas 
arrive at all. His sketchbooks are to 
him what a family ‘photo album is to 
us: a place to reminisce and to see our 
past at a glance. “They became arti- 
facts of my life,” explains Jamha. 
“They were not made to be exhibited.” 

So it came as a delightful surprise 
to him when Gregorie Barber, the 
owner and curator on the Front 
Gallery, was so enthusiastic about her 
discovery of this huge body of work 
that she decided to display them in a 
show, Drawing on Text: A Collec- 
tion of Drawings of Moments. “I 
was overwhelmed with the quality of 
Jlamha’s] work,” she explains. “I find 


that there is a rawness, especially 
when you look through the phone- 
books. There are some lines, scribbles, 
as if he is getting warmed up and in 
10 drawings they become refined lit- 
tle drawings. They are so fine, they 
teally ask you to examine them.” 


VISUAL ARTS 


She's right; it’s hard not to want 
to peer closer at the intimate dance of 
these drawings. The leaping swoops 
of line and flecks of pencil transform 
before your eyes into nude or partial- 
ly clothed female models. The draw- 
ings are so graceful that at first 
glance, the models seem like dancers. 
But they’re not; in fact, they’re not 
even professional models. These are 
women Jamha met, sometimes on 
the street, sometimes in cafés, who he 


asked to pose for him. The poses he 
chose to draw, with such graceful 
vigour suggest everything from eros. 
to pathos. The women—and they are 
all women—sit, walk and recline 
boldly or shyly, seductively or sadly. 
It is as if Jamha enjoyed drawing 
women in all moods and all permuta- 
tions of character. “The act of looking 
and drawing a woman is always excit- 
ing to me,” he says. “When I work 
with males it feels more like work; it’s 
like drawing myself. I am more inter- 
ested in the other.” But most of all, 
it’s the contrasting personalities of 
these women that he tried to capture. 
“I like contradictions or paradoxes, 
thing that can’t seemingly go togeth- 
er but do,” he explains. “Most of us 
are vulnerable and strong... It’s find- 
ing these things once [the models] 
are sitting in front of you.” 

Now that Jamha can see snippets 


of his private collection displayed oy 
pristine gallery walls, Professionally ik 
and mounted in beautiful] black 
frames, he is both shocked and «,, 
prised. “After years of doing these 
without ever thinking they woui, be 
in a show, I am absolutely elighte 
to have them made precious " he 
says. And Barber, who took a big cur. 
torial leap in displaying these unusual 
drawings, echoes his enthusiasm. "\ 
like even the torn edge on one of th. 
telephone books,” she Says. For her, 
these spontaneous sketches offer the 
public a rare glance at a mysterious 
artistic process—like capturing some 

thing delicate that can’t be caugh: 

Jamha sums it up best: “It feels more 
like a butterfly collection to me,” }¢ 

says, “than a formal show.” © 


DRAWING ON TExr 
By Doug Jamha Front Gallery * To Mar 30 


free 
will | 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Fi tARIES te -te 


Many supposedly scientific debunkers deride 
astrology but have done almost no research 
on the subject. That’s one reason why these 
ill-informed “skeptics” spread so many igno- 
rant lies. For instance, they say that 
astrologers think the stars and planets emit 
invisible beams that affect people’s lives. The 
truth is, most astrologers don’t believe any 
such thing. Is there any way in which you 
engage in behaviour similar to the lazy 
debunkers, Aries? What subjects do you 
speak about with authority even though you 
really don’t know much about them? Do 
you ever spout opinions about situations 
you've never experienced first-hand? Do you 
pass judgment on ideas you’ye never studied 
and people you’ve never spent time with? 
We all do these things—t confess to being 
guilty of it myself—but this is your special 


time to make 


May 20 


So begins the Potent Dreaming phase of the 
year for you, Taurus. In the coming weeks, 
the adventures you have while you sleep will 
be far more interesting than any movie you 
could see in a theatre. Some of your dreams 


may be the nighttime equivalent of wild 
goose chases and shaggy dog stories, with no 
discernible plot or meaning. But the revela- 
tions you receive in others could change your 
life forever with useful lessons and brilliant 
insights. To help you remember these spiritual 
gifts from your subconscious mind, please 
keep a pen and notebook near your bed. 


PIGEMING mere 


You can, of course, choose to ignore the invi- 
tations that life will offer you in the coming 
weeks. Having free will means you can always 
refuse to go with the cosmic flow. But if you 
would like to weave the threads of a higher 
destiny into the fabric of your hurndrum rou- 
tine, you should meditate on how you can be 
more of a leader. Are there ways you could 
energize a group or organization you're part 
of? Are you ready to seize the initiative in one 
of your close relationships, shepherding it into 
a new era? Are you willing to summon the 
courage to rise above the hypnotic numbness 
of the daily grind, stretching your imagination 
to see the big picture? 


CANGER 


June 21 - July 22 


“All human beings should try to learn what 
they are running from, and to, and why,” said 
James Thurber. Judging from the astrological 
omens, Cancerian, | think this is the perfect 
time for you to take his advice very seriously. 
You're in position to see things that are nor- 
mally invisible to you, including secrets you 
hide from yourself and truths you have stu- 
diously avoided knowing. Maybe you don’t 
think you're telepathic, but | assure you that 
right now you at least have the power to read 
your own deep and mysterious mind. _ 


In her memoir Lipstick Jihad, Azadeh Moaveni 


describes life in Iran under the crushing oppres- 
sion of its fundamentalist rulers. She says 
young people pursue an “as if’ lifestyle,” pre- 
tending it’s permitted “to hold hands on the 
street, blast music at parties, speak your mind, 
challenge authority, take your drug of choice, 
wear too much lipstick.” It’s a strenuous game, 
requiring intricate strategies to circumvent the 
many prohibitions enforced by the morality 
Police. | suggest that you take your cue from 
these covert freedom fighters, Leo. Start by 
identifying the big NO that constantly casts a 
shadow over your life. Does it come from voic- 
es inside your head or from external authori- 
ties? Live as if you were free to be yourself 
completely, without having to answer to your 
personal version of Iran’s dour mullahs. 


TVIRD amzs-ameo 


“You can’t depend on your judgment,” said 
Mark Twain, “when your imagination is out 
of focus.” And since your imagination is 
more than a little fuzzy and aimless right 
now, Virgo, | recommend that you postpone 
decisions that would require you to have 
acute judgment. On the other hand, don’t 
get twisted out of shape about it. It’s not a 
big problem. All you have to do to sharpen 
up your imagination is expose it in a concen- 
trated way to some great works of art or 
music or literature. 


EIUBRA— smazs-na 


Some journalists have been expressing pious 
outrage about baseball players who may 
have enhanced their physical abilities with 
steroids. Next maybe they will turn their 
attention to computer pioneers whose revo: 
lutionary innovations in the ‘70s and ‘80s 
were spurred by their ingestion of psychedel- 
ic drugs; and musicians, writers, filmmakers 
and actors whose creativity is primed by 
dope and booze; and politicians like the first 
President George Bush, who regularly took 


Halcion, a sleeping pill with side effects like 
amnesia, anxiety attacks and paranoia; and 
the millions of average people who make life- 
changing decisions while in the grip of psy- 
chotropics like Prozac or that powerful drug, 
caffeine. What's your performance-enhanc- 
ing, mind-altering substance of choice, Libra? 
Whatever it is, this is the week you should 
fully acknowledge its impact on your destiny. 
Celebrate its gifts and analyze its downsides. 


SCORPIO ccizs-nv21 


It's a good time for you to think about your 
relationship to human beings who haven't 
been born yet. Is there anything you can do 
to be more conscious about making your life 
a gift to the future? What might you create 
that would enhance the destinies of our 
descendants? How can you conduct yourself 
so that you will not only help preserve the 
wonders we live amidst, but actually 
enhance them? As you ponder your possible 
contributions—and maybe also take practi- 
cal action to deepen your commitment to 
them—keep in mind this thought from Lewis 
Carroll: “It’s a poor sort of memory that only 
works backward.” : 


i) [SAGITTARIUS no 22-1 


The transition you'll soon be going through 
should be exceptionally dramatic and fun, if 
a bit abrupt. You'll be evolving from a slow, 
sleepy meander to a savvy, scintillating bolt. 
As you finish getting your psychic batteries 
recharged, you'll accelerate quickly and be 
in sleek, fast motion before you know what's 
happening. Bid goodbye to your sabbatical, 
Sagittarius; say “yow” to the brilliant, brac- 
ing adventure. 


AICAPRICORN neces 


March 18 is Awkward Moments Day. It was 


created by the authors of the book, Awkward 
Moments: Celebrating the Humor in Lite’s 
Uncomfortable Situations. They tout the value 
of harnessing opportunities that open up 
when you or someone else does something 
embarrassing, clumsy or clueless. | sugges 
you try exactly what they recommend, 
Capricorn. More than any other sign of the 
Zodiac, you now have the potential to take 
maximum advantage of everything that’s 
dicey, thorny and ticklish. 


L(G TAQUARIUS zs 


A recent poll revealed that more and more 

people are enjoying oral sex. In the last 

three years alone, the percentage has 

increased from 74 to 79 per cent. For 

members of the Aquarian tribe, that figure 

is likely to zoom precipitously upward in 

the coming weeks, as will the sheer num- 
ber of erotic encounters involving the lips 
and tongue. In fact, ail activities involving 
pleasure with the mouth are likely to lead 
to success and happiness, including (but 
not limited to) gourmet eating, loud 
singing and wild talking. For extra credit, 
try combining two activities: gourmet eat- 
ing and wild talking, for instance, or 
singing and oral sex. 


GD |PISCES ——ranis-men 


Please read my Cancer horoscope ti 
week. There I’ve quoted an interestin 
observation by the writer James Thurbe! 
then added some related ideas of my ©" 
In a sense, I’ve collaborated with Thurbe! 
I've blended my mind with his, and toget” 
er we have come up with counsel (ho! 
includes both of our thoughts but off¢'° 


* wisdom that’s more than the sum of | 


parts. | suggest that you use this strateoy ; 
the coming week, Pisces. Choose peo?” 
whose lives or work you admire, and yer 
together to create synergies that draw ° 
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usually going to 
pes,” says Dar- 
is © phone from his 

“08 m. “It’s either the 
joble savage or the crazed, drunken 
fiminal. I've rarely ever found roles 
Jit native people just being people. 
e been lucky in that some of my 
ore major roles have been native 
pple being people, but the majori- 
‘of stuff is crap: it’s the same old 
ry, it’s the same character over and 
again. | wanted to write some- 
g that | would want to be in, and 
that | would want to see, and that 

eally spoke to my experience as a 
native person as opposed to the stuff 
hat people try to force on the view- 
ing public.” 

The result was Tales of an Urban 
Indian, an acclaimed one-man show 
that makes its Edmonton debut this 
weekend as part of the Kaboom! The- 
tre Festival. Dennis says the semi- 
autobiographical play, which follows a 
ng native man, Simon Douglas, on 

‘path from an interior-B.C. reserve to 

ast Hastings in Vancouver to Los 
Angeles, is all about trying to be as 
close to real life as possible. 

“| say ‘semi-autobiographical’ 
because everything that people are 
going to see in the play has happened 
to me or people | grew up with,” Den- 
nis explains in his low, measured voice. 
“There are a lot of really wild and 
exaggerated characterizations and 
events, but for the most part it’s all 
pretty much true. | think the fact that 
everything is so wildly comedic or 
\\dly dramatic will mean it will sur- 
rise people that it has happened—if 
iol to me, then at least to someone | 

‘ow—along the way.” 

But the key to keeping things 
man, and particularly keeping them 
‘Ue to the mative experience, says 
ennis, is laughter. “I think it’s such a 
ge part of native storytelling,” he 
Says. “Humour and comedy and laugh- 
: ter are such a big part of our commu- 

nity that even though we're discussing 
or enduring ‘Teally difficult times, we've 
always been able to laugh at that hard- 
ship. And. that’s something | 

airy } 7 i w“ 


addiction that 
meres 
ing up in 


in the end it’s all about the 

ty to laugh | ie situation, no 
matter what you're facing. “| think 
ae oo ae that | cover, 
and the fact that I’m making jokes 
about a lot of serious stuff, like drug 
abuse, people probably think it’s pretty 
dark,” he verges | don’t really see it 
that way. I'm trying to speak the truth 
as much as possible, and a lot of times, 
| think, it just comes out as really 
funny.” (DB) 


Much does Edmonton 


Much Ado About Nothing « Catalyst 
Theatre * Mar 17-27 « preVUE It's 
no secret that modern-day romantic- 
comedy banter is in critical condition. 
The last romantic comedy to play 
Edmonton, for instance, was the 
godawful The Wedding Date, which 
lurches awkwardly between embarrass- 
ing double entendres (a reference to 
the male lead’s buns looking “fresh 
from the oven”) and ickily sentimental 
bilge (as when Dermot Mulroney tells 
Debra Messing, “I'd miss you even if 
we'd never met”). No one’s expecting 
Shakespeare from The Wedding Date, 
but as you sit there in the movie the- 
atre, you certainly wish you were 
watching a lively Shakespeare play 
instead—the moment in Much Ado 
About Nothing where Beatrice tells 
Benedick she’d rather hear her dog 
bark at a crow than a man swear he 
loves her is funnier than eight Wedding 
Dates all put together. 

And look—as if on cue, here comes 
Brent Jans to my rescue. “It's a play 
that I've loved for a really long time,” 
says Jans, who's directing Sound and 
Fury Theatre's new production of Much 
Ado, starring Dave Stone (Be a Man, 
Bouncers) as Benedick and Nicole 
Moeller (The Five Lives of Elizabeth) as 
Beatrice. “I really love the down-to- 
earth humour of it; it’s originally set in 
Italy, but these characters could be liv- 
ing down the block from you.... Proba- 
bly 90 per cent of the play is written in 
prose; there's very little verse in it. So it 
has more of a feeling of characters talk- 
ing casually to each other, the way you 
and | would talk, than a lot of Shake- 
speare’s plays.” 

For this production, Jans has updat- 

ed the action a few hundred years to 
post-World War II Alberta—to “the 
small prairie town of Messina,” Jans 
says. In Shakespeare’s version, the 
actions of Don John, the villain, are 
motivated basically by pure meanness 
and spite; in Jans’s version, John has 
come home from the battlefield minus 
a leg, a loss that he hopes makes his 
bitter misanthropy a little more under- 
standable. “He's missing a leg, but his 
brother’s come out of the war smelling 
like a rose,” Jans says. “So it’s more of 
a personal vendetta.... The ‘40s set- 
ting also fits really well with the value 
that Claudia places on the chastity of 
his prospective bride—especially on 
the prairies, there was still a puritani- 
cal concerns about that kind of thing. 
Overall, the play was amazingly easy 
to transplant. | originally thought | 
was going to have to really shift the 
text around, but that wasn’t the case 
at all. Shakespeare was writing about 
human relationships, and those really 
haven’t changed much in the last 400 
years.” (PM) 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 
email them to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


DANCE 


IBULLA! Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-1542/451-8000) * Decidedly Jazz Danceworks * 
Mar, 30-31 (8pm) * $22.50 (adult)/$18.50 (student) 


RODA DE CAPOEIRA The Capoeira Academy, 10540- 
Jasper Ave (709-3500) * Every Sat (3-4pm) * Free per- 
formance of a Brazilian fusion of martial arts, dance, 
and music, invented by African slaves 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all 
hols) * ALL ABOUT ALBERTA; LAND, PEOPLE, HISTORY 
AND CULTURE; until Apr. 2* Discovery Gallery: 
BODY ORNAMENT WEST: Leading jewellery designs by 
Western Canadian artists; until Apr. 2 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-3679) * BACKLANE BLUE AND OTHER HUES: Oil 
paintings by Kari Duke * Mar, 19-Apr. 16 * Opening 
reception: Mar. 19 (12-4pm), artist in attendance 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 Fl, 10217-106 St 
(439-9532/423-2966) * Open: Thu 5-8pm or by 
appointment * BEYOND OLYMPIA: Artworks of the 
female form * Until Mar. 31 


BOGANI CAFE 2023-111 St (440-3528) * Landscape 
paintings by Hilary Prince * Mar. 22 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
SHOP 6507-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
6pm, Sat 10-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * Various artworks 
and objects * Mar. 18-Apr. 1 * Fri, Mar. 18 (4-8pm): 
Spring sale event 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am- 
Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed 
Mon * FROM NEAR AND FAR: Artworks that explore 
Canada as a multicultural society; until May 23 * 
BETWEEN BORDERS: Until June 19 * REVEALING HID- 
DEN TREASURES: Until Mar. 27 * RE: BUILDING THE 
WORLD; Artists’ interpretation of architecture; until 
May 8 * Architecture for Lunch: The Gamier 
Opero; Thu, Mar. 31 * 19TH CENTURY FRENCH REALIST 
MASTERWORKS FROM THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF 
CANADA; until May 29 * Investigating Art Lecture 
Series: Pre-World War | Vienna: Visual Constuctions of 
the Modern European Subject and Subjectivities with 
Catherine Soussloff; Thu, Mar. 17 (7pm) * Kitchen 
Gallery: OBSERVANCES: PAINTINGS OF SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS: By David Janzen; until May 8 * Children’s 
Gallery: SPELLBOUND: until Mar. 20 * $9 (adult)/$6 
(student/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free (member/child S 
and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
(482-1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, Wed-Fri 10am- 
5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long weekends * 
COLLECTION 2005: Rotating show of artists works 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 
89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 2-Spm * ENUNCIATED MURMURS: 
Printworks by Tonia Bonnell * Mar. 22-Apr. 2 * 
Opening reception: Thu, Mar. 24 (7-10pm) 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open: 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 
12-5pm * Open Mon-Wed, Sat 10-6, Thu, Fri 10-9, 
Sun 12-5 * Chukchi Siberian Eskimo scrimshaw, wal- 
rus tusk carvings by Telotyna. Caribou tufting by |. 
Wetasticoot * Through March 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) ¢ Open: Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm * METAMORPHO- 
S/S; Featuring artists from Harcourt House Art Centre * 
Until Mar. 31 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) * 
DRAWING ON TEXT: Figurative drawings by Doug 
Jamha * Until Mar, 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * CHAIN MAK- 
ING: Installation by Suzanne Caines; Mar. 17-Apr. 16; 
‘opening reception: Thu, Mar. 17 (7-10pm) * Front 
Room: GAME PLAN: Paintings by Kim Sala; Mar. 17- 
Apr. 16; opening reception: Thu, Mar. 17 (7-10pm) 


JASPER MUSEUM 400 Pyramid Lake Ra, Jasper (780- 
852-3013) * Open Thu-Sun 10am-Spm * AN 
ARTIST’S JOURNEY: Acrylic paintings by Erik Visser; Mar. 
18-Apr. 3; opening gala: Mar. 18 (7-10pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-61 71) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-Spm * Artworks by 
Yardley Jones, Linda Nelson, Meta Ranger, Al Roberge, 
Andrew Besse, Jim Painter, Jack Ellis, George Tosczak. 
Pottery by Noburo Kubo * Through March 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Artworks 
by Glenda Beaver, Thelma Manary, Myles MacDonald, 
Myrna Wilkinson, Wendy Risdale, Jim Painter, and 
African masks * Through March 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) * 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-S:30pm; Sat 10am-4;30pm * 
INTRODUCTION: Paintings by Orhan Coplu * POETRY: 
Paintings by Ruby Mah * IMAGES: Photographs by 
Richard Wear * Until Mar. 26 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * FLOW- 
CHART: Installation/video performance work by Tim 
Dallett * Until Mar. 26 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
&pm * LIGHTNESS OF BEING: Artworks by members of 
the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta * Until May 1 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open: Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm Sun 10am-6:30pm * Still life paint- 
ings by Robert Nichols and wall sculptures by Pierre 
Olberg * Until Apr. S * Opening reception: Sun, 
Mar. 20 (1-3:30pm) 

MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE Dining Room 
Gallery, 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Parkland 
photographs by Conny Schuster * Until Mar. 24 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1- 
Spm * SEAMS LIKE OLDE TYMES: Heritage quilts from 
across Canada * Until Apr. 30 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St (496-2925) 
* CLASSICAL GLIMPSES: Display of spring flowering 
bulbs in the Show Pyramid; until Apr. 3 TULIP 
FESTIVAL: Mar, 19-20 (1-4pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-2pm, Sat 10am-noon * THE PATH OF PROMISE: 
photographs by Jeffery Davis of the Tibetan Nuns 
exiled in India * Until Apr. 23 * Opening reception: 
Thu, Mar. 24 (4-8pm) 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm; Sat 2- 
6pm * HIDDEN TALENTS V: Artworks by students curat- 
ed by Diane Gwilliam; Mar. 17-Apr. 1 * Opening 
reception; Thu, Mar. 17 (7-9pm) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * A CENTURY 
PAST: REFINED LIVING IN THE NEW ALBERTA: Until Sept. 
30 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 
GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and S00 generations, 
people of the past and present, recordings, film, lights, 
artifacts and more. Permanent exhibit * FACES OF SALT: 
Until May 14 * EDMONTON GRADS: Until May 1 « 
BACK HOME 2005: Photography by Karen Brownlee; 
until Apr, 3 * The Natural History Gallery: * BUC 
ROOM: Live invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit * 
THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit © 
TREASURES OF THE EARTH; Geology collection. 
Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: 
Permanent exhibit * Wild Alberta every weekend. 
Presentations start at 1pm and 2pm * Admission is half 
price Sat and Sun (9-1lam)* Terrace: 8/G THINGS 3 
Large-scale sculpture; until Sept. 13 * NORTH EDMON. 
TON SCULPTURE WORKSHOP: Ryan McCourt, Mark 
Bellows, Andrew French, Peter Hide, Ken Macklin and 
Rayden Mills increase awareness and appreciation of 
local contemporary sculpture; until Mar. 29 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 10130-103 St 
(426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, Sat 12-Spm * 
Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott, Jeanne Findlay, 
Sigrid Behrens; oils by Audrey Pfannmuller, George 
Schwindt, Bruce Thompson; acrylics by Steve Mitts, 
Elaine Tweedy, Angela Grootelaar; sculpture by Rogelio 
Menz; blown glass by Darren Petersen, Susan Gottselig, 
Mark Gibeau * Westin Hotel (Lobby): Oils by Ne! 
Kwiatkowska; (Pradera Room); Oils by Audrey 
Pfannmuller 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) » Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * EASTERN LANDSCAPES; 
Landscape and portrait paintings by Leslie Poole * 
Until Mar. 22 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat (12-Spm) * GNAWTS: Video and print Installation 
by Kelly McCray; until Mar. 19 * Printworks by 
Tomoyo !haya; Mar. 24-Apr. 30; opening reception: 
Thu, Mar. 24 (7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) © INTERPRETATIONS OF TEXTURE: Artworks 
by gallery artists * Until Apr, 30 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) * JOURNEYS: Featuring fibre art by 
Anna Hergert and watercolour landscapes by Wilfred 
Chiu * Mar. 17-Apr. 16 * Opening reception: Thu, 
Mar. 17 (7-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) 
* Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Collographs by 
Jennifer Bowes, landscape paintings by Sara 
MacCulloch * Until Mar. 29 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 Jasper Ave 
(426-2122) * Open Mon-Fri noon-Spm, or by appoint- 
ment * CHICKENS: Paintings by Peter Field * Until Apr. 
1 * Closing reception: Apr. 1 (7-9pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by the 
Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Room 122, Education South 
Bldg * Canadian Authors Association Writer's Grele fea- 
turing Rudy Wiebe * Mar. 25 (7pm, 8pm meeting) 


| LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Roger Chandler; Mar. 17-19 * Wes 
Zaharuk; Mar. 24-26 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 8pm; weekends 
Bpm and 10:30pm * Don Barnhart and special quests; 
Mar. 17-20 © Silly Sundays for Kids with Ron Pearson; 
Sun, Mar. 20 * Get Hypnotized with Sheldon Fingler; 
Tue, Mar. 22 (8pm) * Improv Extravaganza with Skit 
For Brains; Wed, Mar. 23 (8pm) * Scott Harris and spe- 
cial quests; Mar. 24-27 (8pm nightly, and 10:30pm 
weekends) * Silly Sundays For Kids with Ron Pearson; 
Sun, Mar, 27 (12-1:4Spm) 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove 
(962-8995) * T. Baxter (thought control) * Sat, Mar. 
19 (7:30pm) * $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) > 
Tickets available at the Horizon Stage box office (962- 
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8995) or Ticketmaster 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St (436- 
2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy Dryhump * 
Every Fri (8:30pm) « Free 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABERET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Howie Miller; Mar. 15-16 = DJ Hazard; 
Mar. 17-19 * Paul Sveen; Mar. 22 * Bj Woodbury; 
Mar. 23-26 


THEATRE 


THE BEAUX’ STRATAGEM Timms Centre for the Arts 
87 Ave, 112 St (420-1757) * Presented by Studio 
Theatre * fim DeFelice directs George Farquhar’s clas- 
sic 18th-century comedy about a pair of cash-strapped 
London gentlemen who disguise themselves as a lord 
and his servant in order to trick a pair of wealthy 
women into marrying them * Mar. 31-Apr. 9 (8pm); 
preview: Mar. 30, $5; mat: Apr. 7 (12:30pm), $5; no 
show Apr. 3 * $8-$20 Tickets available at the Studio 
Theatre box office one hour prior to performance, TIX 
on the Square 


BEST OF FRIENDS jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 
St (484-2424) © A group of stylish twentysomethings 
cope with single life and unaffordable big-city lifestyles 
in this spoof of the TV series Friends * Until Apr. 3 (Wed- 
Sat 6:30pm door, Sun Spm) 


THE CRIPPLE OF INISHMAAN Walterdale Theatre, 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845/420-1757) © Presented by 
Walterdale Playhouse * Keri Ekberg directs Martin 
McDonagh's black comedy about a young Irish outcast 
who becomes the talk of the village when he decides to 
cross the sea to a neighbouring island and audition for a 
Visiting Hollywood director who's filming a documentary 
there * Mar. 30-Apr. 9 © $12 (adults)/$10 (student/ 
senior); Fri-Sat: $14 (adult)/$12 (student/senior) * Tickets 
available at TX On The Square 


DIE-NASTYI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 

3399) * An all-star cast of the city’s top comic actors 
travel back to the Middle Ages—a time when love was 
courtly, desire was sinful and personal hygiene was sus- 
pect at best—for the 14th season of Edmonton's only 
live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon (8pm) until 

May 30 * $10 (door) 


THE FEVER Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434- 
5564/420-1757) * Presented by Shadow Theatre * 
Amy Defelice directs John Sproule in Aunt Dan and 
Lemon, playwright Wallace Shawn's provocative one- 
man play about a solitary traveler who questions the 
morality of his comfortable life back home when he falls 
ill during a trip to a poverty-stricken foreign country = 
Until Mar, 20 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat-Sun Zpm) * Wed/Thu 
8pm, Sun 2pm:$15 (adult)/$12 (student/senior); Fri/Sat 
8pm: $20 (adult)/$16 (student/senior); Pay-What-You- 
Can: Sat 2pm * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


A GIRAFFE IN PARIS The Citadel, Rice Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave (425-1820) * Tracy Carroll directs the world 
premiere of Edmonton writer Mark Haroun’s heart- 
warming children’s play about a young Egyptian prince 
who embarks on a perilous, magical joumey to Paris in 
order to present the King of France with a giraffe * 
Until Mar, 20 


KABOOM! 5 THEATRE FESTIVAL La Cité francophone, 
8627-91 St (477-5955/420-1757) * Presented by 
Workshop West Theatre * A festival of groundbreaking 
new theatre from across Canada and within Edmonton. ~¢. 
Main stage productions: Darrell Dennis's Tales of an 
Urban Indian (Mar. 17-19). Evenings With the 
Playwrights: Darrell Dennis (Mar. 19) * Tickets avait- 
able at TIX on the Square 


LOVE ACCORDING TO JOHN Eva O. Howard Theatre, 
Victoria School (455-0787) * Presented by the Alberta 
Lyric Theatre * Mar. 25-27 


MORE TALES OF HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN 
Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grave (962- 
8995) © Sun, Mar. 20 (2pm) * $8 (all ages) * Tickets 
available at the Horizon Stage box office 962-8995, 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING Catalyst Theatre, 
8529-103 St (433-4999) * Presented by Sound and 
Fury Theatre * Brent Jans directs Dave Stone, Nicole 
Moeller, Andrew Mecready and Morgan Smith in 
William Shakespeare's classic comedy/drama about two 
pairs of lovers, one of which is brought together asa 
result of a mischievous prank, and another whose rela- 
tionship is nearly destroyed by a malevolent lie * Mar. 
17-27 © $14 (adult)/$12 (student/senior) * Tickets 
available by phone at 433-4999 


OH SUSANNA Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) « Edmonton's live, Euro-style talk show, featuring 
music, games, comedy and celebnity interviews all 
presided over by intemational glamour-gal Susanna 
Patchouli and her co-host, Eros, God of Love * Sat, Mar. 
26 (11pm) © Tickets available at the box office 


SEE HOW THEY RUN Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Philip King's 
old-fashioned British farce about an Amencan actress, an 
English vicar, an American soldier, a ditzy maid, 2 
Russian spy, 2 confused bishop and a hopeless tangle of 
mistaken identities * Until Apr. 10 * $52-$82 


THE UNLIKELY BIRTH OF ISTVAN 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) * Calgary's Old Trout 
Puppet Workshop performs this unique “visual poem” 

in which a cast of puppets and marionettes presents 2 
grand unified theory of the meaning of birth, death 

and every human phenomenon in between * Mar. 30- 
Apr. 3.* $2) (adult)/S16 (studient/senior) * Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square < 


VANYA Citadel Theatre, Main Stage, 9828-101A Ave 
(425-1820) * Bob Baker directs Tom Wood in Wood's 
new adaptation of Uncle Vorya, which transposes Anton 
Chekhov's classic drama about love, disillusionment and 
the guif that separates the rural world from the sophisti- 
cated life of the city to northem Alberta in 1928 © Mar. 
19-Apr. 10 * Tickets available at the Citadel box office 


- 


LUBS/LECTURES 


AMMESTY INTERNATIONAL Knox Metropolitan Church, 
8307-109 St (462-1871) * Featuring video showing of 
Kondiohar® Tue, Mar. 22 (7:30pm) 

ANT! IRAQ OCCUPATION RALLY Gazebo Park, 104 St and 
83 Ave (988-2713) * Commemorating the second anniver- 
sary of tthe US/UK wer on frag * Sat, Mar. 19 (Ipm) 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 5328A-104 St 
every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225-122 St + Every 
third The (6:30pm) 


BREWED COMPOST TEA Edmonton Intemational Hostel 
10647-81 Ave (439-1160) * Lecture on compost with Tim 
gree Wed, Mar. 23 (7pm) * Free 

COCA-COLA'S OPERATIONS IN COLOMBIA = CUPE Local 
474 Hall, 10989-124 St (951-915) Presentation by Derek 
Baxter, regarding violations of human rights in Colombia; Tue, 
Mar. 22 (7:30pm); free * U of A, Faculty of Law Building, 
Room 237; Wed, Mar. 23 (12pm); free 

‘COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX PROGRAM T5- 
W2, Tory Buikling, U of A Campus © The U of A Accounting 
(Gud with prepare tax retums for people with low income = 
Until Ape. 1 (Mon-Fri) * Free 


COMPOSTING TECHNIQUES Concordia College North 
(Campus, Rm S-304, Schwerrman Bkig (457-9519) * Reduce 
yOur waste and your water bels presented by Karin Adhead « 
‘Sum, Mar. 20 (24pm) © $5 


DIET AND DISEASE NAIT Shaw Theatre (988-2713/469- 
1448) « Lecture presented by Brenda Davis * Tue, Mar. 22 
(pm) * Free (donations accepted) 


AN EARTH OUT OF WATER ETLC Building, U of A Campus 
(492-8558/448-1505) « Conference to launch the 2nd UN 
Decade of Water featuring speakers Maureen Wilson, Linda 
Duncan, Bonnie Diana Gibson, and others * Mar, 
18-19 ® $25 (inci. tunch on Sat)/$15S (without lunch) 


‘S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
* Riverbend Library, 460 Riverbend Sq, 

Rabbit Hill Rd, Terwilegar Dr (944-4470) Public meeting to 
discuss proposed amendment to the South Terwillegar 
Neighbourhood Area Structure Plan and Zoning Bylaw, Ward 
5; Thu, Mar, 17 (7pm) = Bementary School, 
11515-127 St (496-6134) Public meeting to discuss proposed 
amendment to the West Ingle Area Redevelopment Plan and 
Zoning Bylaw, Ward 4; Tue, Mar. 22 (7:30pm) * Victory 
Christian Centre, 11520-Elersiie Rd (496-6120) Public 
meeting to discuss proposed amendment to the Rutherford 

se F Area Structure Plan and Zoning Bylaw, Ward 
5; Thu, Mar, 24.(7pm) 


GREEN PARTY PROVINCIAL POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
MEETING Second Cup, 10303 jasper Ave (469-1448) * Meet 
to discuss and formulate provincial policy * Mar. 23 


LIVING POSITIVE www. edmiivingpositive.ca (1-877-975- 
9448/488-5768) » Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society 
* Every Tue (7pm): Peer-facilitated support groups * Daily 
drop4in, peer counselling 


MEDITATION + Garneau United Place, 11148-84 Ave 
(412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen Kelsang 
Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (donation) * Diamond 
Way Buddhist Centre, 4th Fi, 10314 Whyte Ave (455- 
5488) free meditations every Wed (8pm) * City Arts 
Centre, 10943-84 Ave; The Way of Life meditation; last Tue 
each month (7pm door) * Transmission Meditation, 
Stiipoint Healing Centre, 10350-124 St (433-3342) every Tue, 
@am, Sun (8-9:30pm); free + Riverlodge Retreat Centre, 
Devon (412-1006); Lead by Buddhist Monk and Gen Kelsang 
Phuntsog: Mar. 25-27 

ORGANIC GARDENING Concordia College North Campus, 
Rm S-304, Schwesrman Building (457-9519) * A health-based 
approach to gardening presefited by Karin Adhead « Sun, 
Mer. 20 (12-2pm) = $5 

PHILOSOPHERS CAFE Stanley A Milner Library, Main Fl, SW 
Comer (492-0448) * Culture and Technology: What Should We 


Expect From Our Software? with Wes Cooper ¢ Sat, Mar. 19 (2- 
3:30pm) 7 e 
RECLAIMING OUR PLACE IN THE SUN: THE ADVENTURE 
THAT IS INDIGENEITY Rm 225, Edmonton Leaming Centre, 
2nd Me N besue Asche! ‘St (428-2064/800-637-3725 ext, 
2064) © Lecture . Roger Maaka, Ngati Kahungunu i 
Tahu * Mar, 23 (12pm-1:30pm * Free Ae 
SOM BUILDING John Janzen Nature Centre, Fox Dr, 
Whitemud Dr (496-2925) * Presentation with Susan Penstone 
‘On soll preparation to minimize weed problems * Mon, Mar. 
21 (7-9pm) * $25 (adult) pre-register 

TOASTMASTERS + St. Paul's Church, 4005-115 Ave (476- 
6963) * Learn public speaking: every Thu (7-9pm) * Baker 
Centre, 10th Fi, 10025-106 St (477-2613) Upward Bound 
Toastmasters; every Wed (7pm) * Norwood Legion, 11150- 
82 St (456-3934) Norwood Toastmasters Club Weekly meet- 
ing about public speaking, and how to improve your commu- 
nication and leadership skills; every Thu (8-10pm) * Central 
ons, 11113-113 St (405-6408/489-83) Enthusiastic Seniors 
a ee ee 
(1:30pm) 


UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS: THE BOREAL FOREST V 
Wing Lecture Theatres, Rm 120, U of A Campus (492-5825) « 
Lecture on the economics of sustainable forest management, 

by Dr. Shashi Kant; Mar. 17 (4:30-5:30pm) 

* Lecture on the strategic vision of the future of remote sens- 

ing and geographic information systems in the context of sus- 
tainable forest by Dr. Arturo Sanchez-Azofeifa; 

Thu, Mar, 24 (4:30pm) 


VOICE FOR ANIMALS Rexall Place. Main entrance, Wayne 
Gretzky Dr (490-0905) * Circus protest * Sat, Mar. 19 
(11:1Sam-1pm) 


WORLD MOVEMENT FOR THE CULTURE OF PEACE 
INITIATIVE 2000-2010 Boyle McCauley Health Centre, 
106A Ave, 96 St, Second Fi * Discussion of assigning respon- 
sibility of continuity of the Watchdog Group to the Edmonton 
Committee * Fri, Mar. 18 (3pm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter of the 
international organization of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern 
Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 
bi-sexual women © Second Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « Large 
tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * Open 
daily 9-3, Fri 8pm * Mon: Amateur strip (12:30); D) Alvaro, 

Ashley Love * Tue: retro, top 40 with Dj Arrowchaser, male- 
box night, free pool « Wed: Dj Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows 

(12:30) © Thu: Wet undies contest (12:30) w/Connie Lingua 
and Dj Squiggles * Fri: Dance party with D] Alvaro « Sat: Dj 
Arrowchaser, pool tournament * Sexy Sundays with DJ Eddy 
Toonflash, all request dance party 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (452-6845) « Support community for 
lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 122724 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (422- 
6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in business 
and their non-gay friends to share business knowledge, learn, 
make friends and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gym, SE Entrance, 
10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recreational volleyball 
league catering to the GLBT * Wed (7:30-9:30pm) (Sept.- 
May) © $3 (drop-in)/$20 (term)/$40 (year) 

GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St 
(488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual men 
that works toward preventing the spread of HIV by improving 
self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550-102 
St (488-5742) « Programs and support services for people 


i: 
HARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) « 
www «The 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St « 
Meetings every second Thursday esch month 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH Garneau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) * Every Sun (7pm): 
Worship services. Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans- 
gendered community 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426-0905) * A 
spiritual community which gathers monthly for sharing, 
friendship, individual support and a safe space for our own 
spiritual questions 


(MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program 
for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * Every 3rd and 
4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) + 
Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

www. geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 
MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) » Every Sun (7pm): 
A safe, supportive, confidential discussion group talking about 
all gay related issues, for men at any stage of coming out * 
Free * talkingwithpride®hotmail.com 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
(429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm « 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882-2011, 
ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay and lesbian 
community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second Sunday 
‘of the month at 3pm. A social group for gay/bisexual men 
over 40 and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance (990- 
0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) = Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Spm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, D] Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows 
Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game second and 
last Thursday with D] Jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with D] Outtawak Downstairs: Dj Jazzy 
Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme par- 
ties with DJ Jazzy Downstairs: New music with Dj Dan and 
Mike * Sun: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long 
weekend with D] jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steambaths 
‘open daily (24hrs) 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month * Information and mutual support for transgendered 
people in an open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily (noon) 
* Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) * Tue, 
Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 45, 9912-106 St « 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * An adult 
facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered, and straight youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ANARCHIST BOOK FAIR Queen Alexandra Hall, 10425 
University Ave * Featuring hard-to-find literature and alterna- 
tive media with local labour, public interest, environmental, 
and non-profit groups. Featuring Boiling Frog, a showing of 
Mardi Gras; Made in China Fri (6pm), and speaker Allan Antiff 


Sat Bp) « Mar. 25-27 (Friday 6-10, Saturday 10-10 and 


Sunday 10-Spm) * Free 


“ANTI-WAR GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION Gazebo Park (104 St, 
‘83 Ave) west on Whyte Ave. to Corbett Hall, U of A Campus 
(112 St, 82 Ave) * Rally to oppose the illegal occupation of 
Iraq; to protest Canadian complicity in U.S. wars of aggression; 
to end all illegal occupations. Featuring music, One World Beat 
Drumming (3-4 pm), speakers * Sat, Mar. 19 (12:30pm meet; 
1pm march) 

BENEHIT FOR SRI LANKAN ELEPHANTS Valley Zoo, Salto 
Centre, 13315 Buena Vista Rd (496-6912) * Slide show and 
discussion, silent auction of paintings by elephants, quest 
appearance of Lucy * Mar. 23-24 (7-10pm) * $10 (door) 
BHARATHANATYAM Stanley Milner Library Theatre, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (420-1757/423-RAGA) * Featuring 
Malavika Venkatsubbaiah, Malini Murthy, Kanchana Sivalingam 
(Shivalaya dancers) * Sat, Mar. 19 (6:30pm) * $10 » Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, Raga-Mala 


BUSKER'S BALL Queen Alexandra Hall, 10425 University Ave 
(439-1273) = Fundraiser for the Parkland Institute * Fri, Mar. 
18 (7pm) * $6 = Tickets available at Blackbyrd 


EDMONTON COLLECTIBLE TOY AND COMIC SHOW 
Mayfield Inn, Grand Ballroom, 16615-109 Ave (993-8799) = 
Sun, Mar. 20 (11am-4pm) * $5 (collector hour, 11am- 
fnoeon)/$3 (noon-4pm)/kids under 12 free 


LATIN FIESTA Servian Hall, 12920-112 St (472-0532/425- 
1199) * Dance, art show and music with Sonora Tropical and 
DJ Jose jose * Sat, Mar, 19 (7pm-2am) * $15 (adv)/$17 
(door) * Tickets available at Strathem Junior High, Sol Andino 
Travels, Paraiso Tropical 


LATIN MARDI GRAS Starlite Room, 10030-102 St (420- 
1757) * Presented by MBM Sound * Sat, Mar. 19 (7:30pm 
salsa dance lessons; 9pm-2:30pm dance) * $12 (adv)/$17 
(door) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


LET THEM EAT CAKE Third Space, 11516-103 St (420-1757) 
* Fundraiser presented by Northern Light Theatre « Mar. 26 
(8pm) * $25 = Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


MAGIC MOMENTS Northlands Agricom (953-9464) « 
Children’s benefit dinner, live and silent auction featuring 
Speaker Martin Garber-Conrad * Mar. 18 (6pm) 


NIGHT OF ARTISTS The Ramada Inn and Conference Centre, 
11834 Kingsway Ave (420-1757) = Mar, 18-20 * Gala 
Dinner: Music by Los Morenos, Kelly Alanna, and Viajante: 
Tanya Wood's Dysfunctional Clothing Collection, dance pre- 
sentation and fashion show; live art creations by Lewis Lavoie 
and Phil Alain; Fri, Mar. 18 (6pm); $50 (each)/$360 (table of 
eight), adv. only * Tangent Poetry Concert: Poetry, art, 
music and dance; Sat, Mar. 19 (2pm); $8 (adv)/$10 (door) = 
Cocktail Party: Live art creation by Lewis Lavoie and Phil 
Alain; music by Viajante, Pattie Emme, Lovertine, Magilla Funk 
Conduit; Sat, Mar. 19 (7pm); $25 (adv)/$30 (door) + Roots 
Café: Singer songwriters, music by Melissa Majeau, Chantal 
Vitalis, Carrie Hryniw, Pierian Spring; Sun, Mar. 20 (2-Spm); $8 
(adv)/$10 (door) * Grande Finale: Featuring Lynn Miles and 
Bob Jahrig; Sun, Mar. 20 (8pm); $15 (edv)/$20 (door) = 
Weekend passes: $70 per person (incl. all events) 


ONE WORLD BEAT FESTIVAL Sacred Heart School Gym, 
9625-108A Ave (448-1505/420-1757) * International music 
festival featuring Bill Bourne, Terry Morrison and John Gorham, 
Musica Sud Americana, Global Voices Multicultural Choir, and 
a mini NGO Fair * Sat, Mar. 19 (7pm-lam)* $12, all-ages 
event * Tickets available at TIX on the Square, Change for 
Children * Proceeds to Change for Children’s Education 
Projects in Guaternala, El Salvador, Zimbabwe and Sierra Leone 
SOCIAL SWING DANCE AND LESSON Orange Hall, 10335- 
84 Ave (989-3857) * Swing-Out Edmonton Swing Dance Club 
* Sat, Mar, 19 (8-9pm lesson, 9-midnight dance) * $4 (mem- 
ber)/$7 (non-member) 


TRAVELLERS AND MAGICIANS Gameau Theatre, 8712-109 
St (433-0726) * Movie premiere event presented by the 
Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society « 
Mar. 24 (7pm) 


WORLD OF ART AND MUSIC: FROM CREATION TO AUC- 
TION Amiskwacly Academy, 101 Airport Rd (425-4644 ext. 6) 
* Multicultural food, music and art featuring ASANI the 
Arabian Ensemble and the West African Ensemble * Mon, 
Mar. 21 (7-10pm) * $20 


ARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) © Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 

BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) © Every Fri-Sat 
(9pm-lam): Off-Key Entertainment with Keri 


Ls a 
atl ‘ 
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‘BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 ‘Stony Plain 

J U al . Ro (48, 

7751) © Every 5 : with ; 
= peas with Escapade 

BILLY BUDD’S 9839.63 Ave (438-1148) « Every 

(9:30pm) - 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every ;,,, 

i) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 1), 

(9:30pm) get 

BUD’S LOUNGE St. Albert (458-3826) * Every Fri. 

(9:30pm-1:30am aed 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « ;. 

Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie ea 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) © Coil, , 

Every Sat (9pm); until Mar. 19 = 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) . 

Tue (9:30pm-2am) c 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every Fnjc, 

(0pm) . 

DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) » Every Fyi/5,) 

(9:30pm): with Stone Rock 

DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) * Karaoke . 

Wed 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trall (478-4636) * Every Thy. 

(9pm): with Debra-Fae ? 

FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) © Every 5, 

(9:30pm); with Scott 

GAS PUMP 10166-1114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue/Weg 

(9pm) 

HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462..,: 

* Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 

HMMY RAY’S 15211-1111 Ave (486-3390) * Every Fi/ss) 

(8:30pm): Name that tune 

KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Weu 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave (433-2599) « Greedy 

Bastard Thursdays 

L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every Tue/7, 

(9pm). 

LEGENDS PUB 6104 172 St * Karaoke every Thu 

MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * Every 

Fri/Sat (9pm): with Peggy Sue 

MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © Every Mon: with 

Scott 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-12) St (457-1195) + Every Wed-Thu 

(9pm-2am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 

ORLANDO'S I 13509-127 St (451-7799) * Every Tue/Wed 

(9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454-0667) . 

Every Fri/Sat (9pm): Off-Key Entertainment with Connie 

PEPPERS Westmount Centre, St. Albert Trail, 111 Ave (45) 

8022) * Every Thu 

RATT U of A Campus (492-2048) * Karaoke Wednesdays 

with Kriegs from Stone Rock Productions 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) * Karaoke Carral Tu 
Sat hosted by Mr. Entertainment 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Daily (9p) 
ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) * Every 
Wed/Sat (9pm) 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) « 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu/Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm-1:30am) 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 St (465-5478) * Every Wed/Fr 
(9pm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) © Every Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 


WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) © Every 
Wed/Fri/Sat (9:30-m-1am) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily (noon) 
* Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7pm-midnight) 
YESTERDAY'S 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) « 
Every Tue (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


ZOCCA'S PUB 10807 Castledowns Rd (473-6339) * Every 
Sun (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


1f you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
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Want home based income? 

Energetic individuals with leadership skills needed 
to advance international company in Alberta. 
www.incomeforu2.com 
www.deregulationnow.com 


Spring Yoga and Pilates Sessions _ 
In a Professional, Intimate Home Studio 
Yoga Info @ 478-3713; Pilates @ 471-0064 


) education 


Turn your dreams into a career! 

Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


Thinking of a career 
in MASSAGE 
THERAPY? 


Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 
mhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


VuEWweEEKLy @Z MARCH 17-23, 2005 


| flooring 


FLOORING AT 1/2 PRICE 
For free estimates contact us 469-1188 (24 hrs). 
Malhi Carpet & Flooring, 3308-99 St 


aa 


Newly decorated two bdrm. main floor home, 

incl. washer/dryer, dishwasher, detached garage 

& large yard. $750/month incl. utilities. 11307- 
104 St (Apr. 1) Call 461-6306 or 929-1367. 


STEREO/CD PLAYER- Bang & Olufsen 2000, as 
new, navy blue fabric Paid $2700, selling $1400 
obo. 451-4953. 


St. John’s Music 
This week Mar. 17-23 
All FG400 Series Yamaha Guitars on Sale. 
Mention this ad for a free set of strings with 
purchase. 10452 Mayfield Road. 


eT 


HEART DISEASE! HIGH CHOLESTERAL! 
ANGINA! ANGIO PRIM is better for clearing 
out veins and arteries. 


FREE REPORT. 
Call 866-216-5301 ID# 14801 
www.angioprim.com/?repid=14801 


furniture for sale 


Solid Mahogany Queen Ann, 4 drawer lowboy. 
ar oak Welsh dresser. 
Sheridon Fall table, solid mahogany. 
Reproductions 963-3919. 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250. King avail, at $450. Can deliver 453-3077. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


help wanted 


NOW HIRING PERM F/T STYLISTS, Have fun at 
work! Red Earth Salon. Spruce Grove, 5-20 
McLeod Ave. 960-9241. 


Arthur Murray Dance Studio is looking to train 
men and women to be dance instructors. 
No experience necessary. 

Good personality a must!! 488-7722. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), Renan Must have mini-van or truck. 


Looking for reliable, fesponsible person. 
Ph 907-0570. 


EXCITING CAREERS: 
Computer Programming/Internet WEBSITE 
Designer, Home Study Diploma, Computers 
provided. For free enrollment kit (24hrs) 
1-800-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


STUDENTS} 


National Charity requires student | 


fundraisers! Paid Daily, 4-9 Shift. | 
Call Priority Group. 497-7969 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more info. 


EXTRA 
INCOME 


Part Time 
e Guaranteed W 
e Flexible Hours 


e Will Train 


DAYS OR 
EVENINGS 


482-5801 


iain Mode rt ene PASS Se 
J uc INC. 
6 
guitar, bass, drums, 


focus on individuall 


caring instructors 


ction since 1981. 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 


bedroom bungalow. 
Hardwood floors, large living 


room, bedroom an 


900. 


I 
r 

ath in 
basement. Steel fence. 


shared accommodation 


Quiet female wanted to share 2 bedroom house. 


lose to Whyte Ave and U of A $550.00 Util. 


incl, Call 444-7993. 


FURNISHED BDRM. in St. Albert house, share 
kitchen and bath, We oe +D.D. Sandy 


5489, 
travel 
Condo for Rent: Easter in Acapulco in 5 star 


Grand Mayan beach resort; kitchen, sleeps 5, 
Mar. 27-Apr. 3, 2005 $1250 Tel. 435-1074. 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
a Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every 
Tuesday at noon, Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 
nes Daily workshops available-auditions to fol- 
low wonusharkbvies stud ios.com/workshops.him_ 
Call 944-1686 
acting 


ACTING for FILM and TV Seminar with L.A. 
Director, TOM LOGAN, D.G.A. April 8, 9 & 10 
With over 40 years of experience in the business 
on both sides of the camera makes Tom Logan one 
of the most valued film and television instructors in 
North America * Tom Logan’s courses are intense, 
intriguing and informative * His courses give stu- 
dents a real edge-with real answers and practical 
skills to land the job * That's why so many of Tom 
Logan's students get the work. Call to register 


cial requirements); 10 slides/photos; CV; Anist 
statement. Info ph Tim 423-2966 


eo 


NextFest Visual Artist Call for Submissions: 
Deadline: April 1st. Call Theatre Network @ 453- 
2440 of www.attheroxy.com for more info. 


2 environmentally passionate actors wanted, 1 m, 
1 f w/improv skills to play animal characters in 
children's nature series pilot. e-m: standing- 
bearfilms@telus.net 


Visual artists: Red Strap Market is now booking art 
shows. Great loft eye studio space available. Ph 
102-2225. 


Attention: Musicians, Theatre Groups, Dance 
Troupes etc. Rehearsal space available at Red Strap 
Market, 10305-97 St 902-2225. 


Looking for clothing designer to collaborate with 
to transtorm tees into unique shirts. Call Aileen 
708-3241 for more info. 


looking for models, actors, performers: planet ze 
design center, 10055-80 ave, 428-3499, hrs. tue-fri 
12-5 Sat 2-6 www.artforumze.com 


need artist, art teachers: planet ze design center, 
10055-80 ave, 428-3499. tue-fri 12-5 sat 2-6 


Bass er needed for original rock group. Call 
play Matt @ 975-5082. Bele 


“80s thrash guitarist wanted. Serious victims 
only. Call 887-8781 or 451-1859. 


MUSICIANS NEEDED for jingles and other stu- 
dio session projects, lies call 429-2262 for 
etails 


Auditions: feature acoustic singles or feature con- 
certs in intimate Café setting. Bella Beans Coffee 
Café. Ph Cindy, 953-2539 leave message. 


LOCAL FILMMAKER looking for Band or Singer to 
shoot music video to build reel. Beneficial to both. 
E-mail SMKOCH@telus.net. 


Female fronted 3pc requires drummer with big 
ears, open mind, and soul. Infl. by everything. 
4670 or e-m: royor3 @hotmail.com 


half cut looking for drummer. Able to record and 


Seeking hard rock band/tribe lacking a powerful 
frontman to pull it all together. Commitment a 
must. 977-3571. Leave message w/details. 


Wanted guitar (or steel) player for coun k 
and, Call Tinea oes hs 


volunteers 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. httpy//auction.edmonton24hourrelay 
com. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 

Carmen 429-0137 x23 


Supportive adult role models needed to share time 
and interests with children and youth aged 7-17 
with emotional/pehavioral concerns. Orientation 

and supervision provided. Flexible evening or 
weekend placements. Ph Lily 432-1137 ext 357 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International; human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, preven- 
tion, care. www.cc 1org.ca 


The 3rd Busker’s Ball seeks fun loving volunteer to 
host a benefit concert for the Parkland Institute. Bill 
433-5159. 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? Like 
learning about science and educating others? 
peste ene educational volunteer positions @ 
dyssium ™ Ph Violet 452-9100. 


Love to Cook? Cooking Tutors needed to teach 
basic cooking skills to adults with developmental 
disabilities in classroom-based setting. Staff support 
on site. Ph Lily 432-1137 ext 357. 


Literacy tutors needed to assist adults with develop- 


Five 


great one-year diploma career programs! 


Mental Wisablilites to aequite Hasit teading wie. 
writing skills. Tutor training, support, ar Blerial 
provided. Ph Lily 432-1137 ext 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC phil ih 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors 
special needs with a recreational/educationc 
program Donna 434-4747 


lf you OR your broth 
call 492-6033 to 
Expenses paid 


Do you like to drive your 
the gas! To be apprec 
Driving for more inforrr 


Call for Child Volunteers (10 to 
assess environmental effects fre 
study area of Leduc or Pa 
Ph (780) 96 


Be a Distress Line &/or Youthone.co 
volunteer. * Intensive 
rience * Career-rela 
www.thesupportnety n 
Support Network at 73. 


a 
t 


Devonshire Care Centre (Ic 
looking for volunte: I 
occupational/phys 
shop. Ph 66: 


stot 


SEE THEATRE FOR F ! Workshop West 
Theatre has a variety of voluntee: 
throughout the season. 477- 


y Am y | 


iT 


ALNSTITUTE 


i 


(780)460-4607, 975-7022 Mary-Lou 


artist to artist 


tour extensively, serious fle Web: www.halfcut- 
sucks.com. Ph matt leddy 780-908-0115. 


RE GAME DESIGN - DIGITAL GRAPHICS 


FILM & DIGITAL ARTS - FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


~ y : SN En! 


| cute and cosy 850 sq. 
ft. bungalow located on} 
large lot. Recent 

kitchen renos, and a 
new patio make this a 
very attractive home. 
Call Murray Berg @ 438-7000,| 
| of Remax Realestate Centre 
for details. 


FOR SALE 


Rooming house, 
13 rooms, 10656-95 St. 
Edmonton. 


$155,000. 
Revenue $4,000 monthly. 


New furnace, 


Gate seeks 2nd guitarist. Mature, dedicated cre- 
ative. Serious enqui ly jarred 554-3040. book- 
ings@gateband.com 


FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads more than 20 
words will be subjected to regular price or cruel 
editing. Duplicate ads will not be published, 
re by mistake. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
i 


Barkin’ Spyders require experienced bass player & 
guitar player w/strong background vocals. ‘80s and 
classic rock. Ph Dave 465-9799 (after 6pm) 


you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline noon the Tue before pet esto 
Placement wil lable space. 


artist to artist 


Rhythm section seeking musicians/singers 
/dancers for local disca/jazz/dance cover band. Ph 
Rod 473-0610. 


Bass player available for Working band. Pro gear, 
experienced, any awh Local, available for 
tour/cruise employment . Leave message 473-0610. 


Figurative Sculpture course offered. 
A great clay class for all levels. 
Call Harcourt House Arts Centre at 426-4180 


——————————— 


DIRECTOR WANTED for musical drama 
(Celtic music) for the Fringe. Maggots Inc. had 
previously successful productions. Contact 
Tom @ 467-8981 or tomsgor@shaw.ca 


Well rehearsed rock band looking for guitar/key 
board vocal, multi-instr. bonus, James 433-2715. 


Experienced rock singer seeking modern rock 
band with musical ESP. Inf: eh Faith No More, 
977-3571. 


Do you create/record music but lack a versatile 
Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest vocalist with serious dius) ot skills? Leave message 
artists. Incl: Proposal (w/physical description, spe- 977-3571. 


Analog-Digital Recording Film Production Photoshop - Illustrator 
Pro Tools - Logic: Beats Artist Management Quark - Web Design 
Marketing & Promotion —_ Final Cut Pro 


Teach English Overseas 


excellent location. Become TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
Owner retiring. Study In-Class, Online or by Correspondence - Classes starting soon 
Overseas Job Guaranteed! 


-$cholarships & Travel 
Funds Available for 
Alberta Students 


Ph: 486-0963, 454-8185 Next Class: March 30-April 3 


1-888-270-2941 
. FREE Info Seminar 


TOLL FREE 


-Up to 100% Financing 


— Tues ict o8 AL] Student Loans and Grants 1.800.601.PAVI 
eos pan “orem aa Vv BC PcnA acificav.com 
LOCAL FOOD BANK @corcrece| ancouver, ACCREDITED p 4 


10762 82Ave  —— 


THREE LINES Padi 


1 *Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-5pm Monday to Friday 
com 

. Office:10303-108 St Edmonton 

1 *Deadiine: Tuesday at Noon 


vuewerxiy CD 
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alt 
Sex 
column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Shy in the house of love 


Dear Andrea: 
| live in a large communal house where 
it’s common for housemates to sleep 
w together. | recently had sex with one of 
my housemates who's in a monogamous 
relationship. | feel awful; it really wasn’t 
worth it. Previously, he was very affec- 
tionate with me, but not anymore. It 
makes me sad that he doesn’t talk to me 
or even look at me. | suppose this 
shouldn't surprise me, but | hoped to still 
have a comfortable rapport. Should | try 
to be friendly? | don’t want to be needy, 
or for him to think | am coming on to 
him again. 
Love, Sorry Now 


Dear Sorry: 

Your first mistake was living in a large 
communal house, period, never mind 
the “common for housemates to sleep 
together” part. I’m hoping you’re not 
more than two or three years out of 
college, but if you are, it’s time to 
move on. Roommate drama becomes 
toxic past the age of 25, and by the 
time you're 30, it can kill you. It’s time 
someone started a public-education 
campaign about this, and if the gov- 
ernment isn’t going to do it, | guess it’s 
up to me. Save up some money and 
move the hell out already. 

Your housemate may claim to be 
monogamous but he isn’t, by defini- 
tion. He either wants to be monoga- 
mous or thinks he ought to be. His 

“Girlfriend, however, thinks he’s monoga- 
mous right now, which is bad. The rea- 
son he isn’t looking at you is because 
he’s ashamed of himself and afraid of 
getting found out. You can be friendly. 
You can even explain yourself: “I! am 
being friendly because we live in the 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


same house and it’s weird not to talk to 
each other, not because | want to have 
unsatisfying cheater’s sex with you 
again.” You might also consider not liv- 
ing in a post-collegiate, wannabe free- 
love utopian commune thing where 
people eat too much seaweed and 
claim not to feel jealousy ‘cause they’re 
too evolved. | think we know where | 
stand on this issue. How about you? 
Love, Andrea 


What choice do I have? 


Dear Andrea: 4 
Good lovers come in all flavours, and 
everyone has the potential to become 
quite the sexual dynamo, That said, 
there are still factors which are purely a 
result of nature, the type over which the 
individual has no control. 

I’ve found a woman who pleases me 
sexually like none before. I’d been with 
women who were open-minded, passion- 
ate, etc., but never one with whom the 
fantastic sex was so effortless. By com- 
parison, | can always find something not 
as good about others, and these attribut- 
es are purely physical (and purely geni- 
tal-centric): taste, smell, shape, amount 
of lubrication, orgasm-ability. 

My problem, though, is that our 


Dear Party: 

Actually, everyone does not have the 
potential to become “quite the sexual 
dynamo.” Not everyone even wants 
to. But | understand that you were just 
mouthing passive-tense platitudes, so 
let’s move on. 5 

You are not being stingy, but | 
would not hesitate to call you awfully 
fussy. We hear a lot about people who 
are only interested in willowy but 
bosomy blondes (a type rarely found 
in nature) or smooth, muscle-bound 
gym bunnies, or [insert your own 
crazy, personal body preference here], 
and we tend to have little patience 
with them. It may be less common to 
be hung up on the minutia of genital 
morphology and orgasmic frequency 
but it’s really no diff. You are picky and 
weird, but so are lots of people. It 
seems to be working for you right now 
and will continue to work until you 
decide to change your priorities, if you 
decide to change them. 

See, it’s easy for me to say that 
“effortless porn-style sex” is hardly the 
foundation of a lifelong partnership 
and it’s time for you to grow up 
already, but seriously, it’s your call. You 
don’t owe it to the less-porny women 
of the world to be attracted to them or 


See, it’s easy for me to say that “effortless porn-style sex” 
is hardly the foundation of a lifelong partnership and it’s 
time for you to grow up already, but seriously, it’s your call. 


relationship is not great in other areas. | 
feel horribly guilty for not being able to 
truly appreciate other lovers. | just may 
stick with this woman because even 
though | may find other women who are 
more compatible personality-wise, | 
don’t think I'd have a good chance of 
finding someone who has such an ideal 
body for me and gives me such natural 
yet porn-style sex, 

Should | just give up my sexual fan- 
tasy for a woman with whom | can get 
along better otherwise? If | do, | fear that 
I'll always feel like I’m missing out. Have 
! become too stingy? This was an issue in 
my last relationship. 

Love, Particular 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 300,000 
Ad Profiles 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


bring them home to mother. If you 
want that, then yes, you'll probably 
have to accept a woman who doesn’t 
live up to your rather rigid ideals in 
every possible particular. That’s what 
grown-ups do: we give up some goals 
in order to achieve others we’ve 
deemed to be more important. But as | 
said, you don’t owe it to anyone. The 
not-your-ideal women of this planet 


will get along fine without you in the 


meantime. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in | 


San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcalumn.com. 


Romantic 
ho 


1-866-742-2218 


VUEWEEKLY EQ MARCH 17-23, 2005 


Volunteer for the St. Albert Arts 
Foundation Ph Jennifer 459-1194; Profiles 
Gallery Ph Joanna 460-4310; M Hi 
Museum Ph Debby 459-1528. 


es 
If you have always wanted to be a broadcaster, 
here is your chance! VoicePrint Canada is look- 
ing for volunteers for Local Broadcast Centres. 
Donate your time to read local newspapers to 
the blind, low-vision, seniors. Voiceprint Canada 

broadcasts nationally on CBC Newsworld’s 
S.A.P., and worldwide at www.voiceprintcana- 
da.com, Audition: call 451-8331, e-m: edmon- 
fon ®voiceprintcanada.com 


Nominations invited for 2005 RISE Awards, 
honour the contributions to the community of 
immigrants and those who have assist 
immigrants. Info: www.emcn.ab.ca; Ph 424-7709. 
Deadline: Mar. 31. 


The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation: 
Looking for volunteers to assist in positions at 
Edmonton Roadrunner games; Ph Doreen 
Lesperance (780) 414-4631, 

e-m: dlesperance@edmontonoilers.com. 


Counselling Services for Canadians of Eastern 
Enea Sapa The Bishop Budka 
haritable sales, 11717-97 St. 
Ph: 471-5606/471-4477. Fax: 477-0617. 
€-m: simcisin@yahoo.ca Appointments available 


day/evening/weekend at home or office. Services 
in English, Ukrainian, Serbian, Croatian, Polish. 


Volunteer with your dog! Dogs should be >1 


ear old, obedient and follow commands. The 
himo Project needs immediate volunteers for 
Animal-Assisted Therapy: 452-2451 


+ > Ot Ob Ot Oe 


> SS aa 
The Learning Centre Literacy Association |. 
looking for le to help adults develop ti... 
Tite yale Comact hylis at 429-067. 


Help an adult ii i i iti 

It improve their reading/writing <\,; 
Frontier College. Student for Literacy lookin 
volunteers to train as literacy tutors. www. fro, 
college.ca Ph 492-4066, e-m: frontier@ualbe-;;,., 


Madeleine Sanam Foundation looking for v.\,,~ 
teers; piptect developers, fundraising Coordin... 
for local/International projects: Send résum- 
Chantal at Idc_production@telusplanet.n; 


——.+._!. ——?TSSSFSS. 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton i: ir 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-ho., 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined a, 
you can work from your own home. 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


FAMD FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 
Ken-sor2as - 
ormrmecctions 
TALKS 448-2557 


Must be 18+ Long distance charges may OPbr 


- Safe » Discreet _» Anonymous +214 


Venus oe 
iGseane Studio $1100 plus. 
Male & female staff, will train. 
474-1233/444-2118. 


adults BAMBI 
KEEPING IT SIMPLE 
> 951-0724 


. 6 local men. Try us for free! 
Chat live 0) 41 Waa Erter code 2310 


IESSICA 
——— LOCAL CHAT! Always FREE for women! DARK HAIKED, GREEN EYED 
uve Swi SO ANNAN aD code: 660 18+. BUSTY BEAUTY WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED 
No liability. BODY 413-0294. 


HOT HOT HOT 
780-707-3180 24 hrs 
That's right — Contact me NOW! 


Liz 488-4498 
Older, Better, Wiser 
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Marla — 48 years 
Attractive 40 DDD. Fun tha (i 
Travel. Flat rates. 484-41 12 


BUSTY BUNNY 
719-3452 


—— EE 


ie scorT 
Attractive, friendly & toned. Come feel the differ- 
ence. Available for eae tt couples. 721- 
184. 


7 FM assumes illapility. 18%. 


Annalise Lane 
Buxom Beauty 42DD 
Outcalls Travel 780-413-0290 


780-991-6965 


Explore your Options’on Quest! a, 


Fdmonton’s Best LOCAL Chat! 


NSORED ERGYWE STORIES « TALKING CLASSIFIEDS | Wih Wii 
US yh 


All Man, 
All Live. 


— ae | 
/ of * "50% Off QUEST PERSONALS” 


780.41 71 22 Use FREE trial For new members! CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 


i code: 2315 www.questpersonals.com 


iri} 


780.669.2323 omner cittes: 1.888.482.8282 


free (rial code: 501 1.900.677.4444 75min s25/ca 


> minute: 


Gra zeVine 
LEFRESONAL §& 


——— 
For many years from our office in St. Albert, the GrapeVine 
has been bringing people together. We have now outgrown 
this location and have just expanded to new facilities in 
downtown Edmonton. While this means a new phone 
number for you to call, it allows us to add increased lines 
to help us to serve you even better. 


Call (or click) for details about our exciting promotional 


Chat locally, 
partnership with www.SolsticeBeauty.com/qrape Women 
Or Ct Ods ~- t0- COdS: Ve on our system will earn absolutely FREE skin care rewards 
/ 7 just for choosing to use the GrapeVine. We hope you enjoy! 
VG ACTOSS Women Always FREE: — FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
CANADA 702-2224 702-2223 


The Grapevine Club inc. does not prescreen callers. Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+ 
Fun ond confidential. Limit one free tia account per home phone number. 


wueweeKity yp MARCH 17-23, 2005 


From the 


creators of 
Toy Story, 
Bug's Lifea 
Finding Nemo 
comes the © 


winner of the 
Academy 
Award for 


Best Animated ey 
—— 


Feature of 2004! 
Amazing 2DVD 
set includes 
hours of bonus 
features & 
interactive 
fun for the 
whole family! 


Disney Pix 


| 
| 
| 
| 


THE REE ch 


cviBLeS 


Winnipeg's own Amanda Stott 
has been wowing audiences 
across the country on her tour 
with Kalan Porter. Amanda's 
stunning new cd, Chasing 

The Sky, features "Paper Rain," 
» and the unforgettable new 

a Single, "Homeless Heart." 


Ben Harper 
& the Blind 
Boys of ina S 
Live Al The Apollo 


The Blind Boys 
of Alabama $ | 429 
Atom Bornb 


Voneniclastos 


EAl GREEN 
$ a | 429 ere, oe J 42? Beare an J 4°? ; 


march into spring: 


Amanda Stott 
ehasing The Sky 


ae ae ade foe oT F142 

Lae OG AGREE Secomete tenon TVS  Geacante. $142 

err 512% Shc ec en..........° Tae 

pie <8 $ a | 42? tape $ 1 Tie See $14°° os ayia alge 94g ee Ye 


Shop With Confidence! 


e Western Canada’s Largest Selection Of Music & Movies * Lowest Everyday Prices 
* Satisfaction Guaranteed ¢ Listen Before you Buy ¢ Knowledgeable Staff 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 / Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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